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DENY APPLICATION FOR A EXTRACTION LEASE FOR MINERALS· 
OTHER THAN OIL. GAS, GEOTHERMAL RESOU~CES, SANO AND GRAVEL. 

ON STATE-OWi'JEO SCHOOL LANDS. SAN BERNARDINO Ctl~tNTY 

APPLICANT: 

AGENT: 

A~erican Block Compari9 
27~6 ~- Green Valley Pa~k~~¥ 
Suite !57 
Henderson. NV 89014 

.James Adams 
7439 La Palma Au~n.ue 
Suite 234 
Buena Parks. CA 90620 

PROPOSED.ACTION: 
Denial of an application for a ·mineral extraction lease for 
valuable minerals other than oil. gas. geotherma·1 resources. 
sand and grauel. on approximat~iy ,640 ·acres 'Of State-owned 
school lands located in San Bernardino Cou~ty. 

AREA. TYPE OF L~NO ANO LOCATION: 
Sta~~-owned school lands fu~thir desc~ibed a~ 
Section 16. TI4N. R12E, SBM. and situated in the 
Cima Dorne area of ea~t-centra~l San. Bernardino 
County. about 20 miles east .if Baker, CA. 

' -, - - -

PROPOSED PROJECT: 
The applicant proposes to conduct minerRl e~trat·bion of 
i'ndustrial :ninerals (vo1canic cinders) and transport the 
extr&cted m~terial by truck to a cinder block processihg plaht 
ten miles north of La~ Vegas~ Nevada. Annual productio~ from 
the proposed project would range from 50,000 to 100.000 tons of 
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volcanic cinders. Onsite activities would include developme~t 
or a 100,090 ton stockpile of material and transportation of 
material by truck on a 24-hour basis from t~e extr~~tion sitri 
to the processing plant. 

BACKGROUND: 
ThC?. proposed project area is within the East Moj ar.<: f\Jat.j onal 
Scenic Area. adjacent to the nbrtheast bourdary of the Cifider 
Cones N~tional Natural Landmark area and ,about a half inile east 
of the Cinder Cones w·ilderness Study Area (COCA-239) which h~s 
been recommended suitable for inclusion as wilderne:;s 'by the ·u. 
S. Bureau of land Management- ( BL.M) . · 

The ·s_ite of the prop~sed project is a natural volcamjc c·..:',ider 
cone fo~mati~n situated. in the west half of Sectio~ 16. · 
Ap~roximately half of the cinder cone formation is ~ituated ·dn 
State lands., and the other half of the ~one is in t~e east halF 
of Section 17 (to.the west) which are public lands within the 
Cinder Cones National Natural landmark area. 

As par~ ~f the jnitja] proccssirig of the application, staff 
contacted the BlM 1 s Needles Resource Area. having jurisdiction 
within the Landmark area. The BLM concu~red that the cinder 
cone formation is about half on State lands and haJ·f• on putllic 
lands of the Landmark area. BLM furth~r ad~ised that ~ection 
16 has a designated acquisition priority under the BlM's 
Management Plan for the Nationai Scenic Area (NSA). Once 
acquired, BLM would recommend that .Section 16 be included, in· 
the Cinder Cones National Nat~ral kandmark a~~a. · 

BLM' s proposed management for mineral extraction in the area· of 
Section 16 would 1l>imi l the extraction of mineral ma leri al s 
(sand and ~ravel ~r volcanic cinders) to local g~~ernmenta1 
r:eeds and in a manner which preu~nts the unnec~~~~ry or undue 
degr~dation of public lands. limits on ex~ractio~· of mi~eral 
materials ar~ being bStablished in the NSA by BL~~1ith the 
recognition that certain mineral materials are common ~od 
easily avail~ble frdm sources outside the NSA. These materials 
wi J,l be avai:l'at:>l~· fr.Rm the NSA only f'or 1 ocal r;_overnment-al 
Heeds. primarily for County road mai'ntenance. 

Current management practices on federal lands within the NSA 
also regula le scenic quality by at tempttng to ld.mi t l'he degree 
of change in a characteristic landscape like the Cinder Cones 
Natural landmark urea to standards 'based on the perspective 
s~nsitivity of' the area. Scenic quality an~ perspective 
~~nsitivity are a part of the visual resourte manag~ment 
criterion being developed by ~lM. Becayse of Secti~n 16'~ 
close proximi ly to lc-nds pos·scssii;~ unique natural fcat1:res 
like thoue within the Cinder Cones area, large seal~ ~togrAl 
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~xtrattion activity dS proposed by ~he applicant on State l~rids 
has the potential to seuerely impact: these and n~arby pri·stine 
lands. The proposed &ct.iui.ty would caus·~ unaccepta~ile 
degradation ·of the visual resources within that parl of the NS.A. 

Staff of the Commissi·on conducted a site in-spection of Section 
16 in ~pril 1986. This inspcc(ion confi~mcd lhat lhc wcsl half 
of the parcei is mostly composed of .the ea~d:ern half of a 
natural volcanic cinder cone formatipri. (See .8xhibit "A"). If 
a mining operation was approved on State lands within Section 
16, ·~he excavation of the cinder cone formal~on would haue an 
adverse impact on the Cinder Cones Na tiona 1 Natural L:u1dmark 
Area. 

From information gathered in the initial processing of this 
appl~cation. it is cohcluded that the ~roposed project of 
extraction volcanic ci~ders ~rom the wd~t ~alf Section 16 ~ould 
cause an unacceptable level of irreuers~ble adverse 
environmental impact and result in th£- ,noticeable· change in 
scenic values of the characteristic landscape of the Cihder· 
Cone area. The proposed, project is also inconsistent 'with 
current federal land management policies tirith regard to vi'Sual 
~esources withip the East Majave Nationa~ Scehic Area. 

Staff recomme~ds that the American Block Company application 
for ~ IDineral extraction lease in Section 16 be denied without 
prej ucHce to precl~9e Further expendi t-ure of appii ca;it and 
Commission t:ime on a project viewl:id by staff as, unfeasible. 

~e aa4: 03101/9'!. 

OTHER 'PERTINENT INFORMATION: 

EXHIBITS·: 

l. Pursuant to: the Commission• s de1ega't:lon of 
autho~ity ~nd t~~ State CEQA Guidelines 
(14 Cal. Code Regs. 15061), staff has 
determined that this activity is exempt 
from the requirements of tn€ CEQ~. insofar 
as CEQA does not apply t6 projects which a 
public agency_ rejects or djsapproues. 

Authority: P.R.C. 21080(b)(S) and 14 -Cal. 
·code ·Regs. 15270. 

A. Site Map. 
B. ~ocation Map. 
c. land Description 
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IT !S RECOMMENDED T~AT THE COMMISSION: 

l. FIND THAT THIS ACTIVIT,y IS .EXEMVf FP.OM . .TriE "RtQUIREMENT~, ·')F 
THE CEQA INSOFAR AS THE CEQ~ DOES ·N()f- 'APPLY TO P~foJF.CTS . 
WHICH A PUBLIC AGENCY RtJECTS OR DISAPPROVES. 14 ~A(. CODE REGS. 15270. 

2. DENY. WITHOUT PREJUOlC~._, APPL,ICATION FOR A MINERAL 
~XTRACTION LEASE or' AM£RICAN BLOCK COMPANY 'FOR MINERALS 
OTH.ER -T}-!AN OIL, -GAS. GEOTHERMAL RE~OURCES. SANO AND GRAVEL. 
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EXH~IT "B" 

w 406245 



w 40626 

A ~-c~ of school bmd ia 'San ~ Cowiiy. ~tare of Oilif~ more ~ 
dcscdbed a·funows : 

Ali of Section 1~ f 14 N. R 12 E. SBM 

END OF DESCRIPTiON 
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