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tween the
State ~ands Commission
for the ¢co use and maintenance, of a BLM grazing
allotment - The proposed fence will be
constructed withip BLM's Susanville, Eagle Lake Rescurce Arca,
Cal-Neva Planning Unijt.

The fence pProject is Known as the “North Deep Cut Pasture

Fence” and will consist of approximately eight miles of steel

and wire fence constructed in accordance to BLM: fence

specifications. Of this total, [

fence will crass State land.

be placed at the junction of the fence and dirt road which ‘
€S said State land. The ferce, cattlequard, and gate will
nstructed and maintad tate.

The Commissior i
because the fenc

unfenced State lands 1o

T3IN RIGE, Secti sion » Lassen County.
Commission st i Lt L din thé best interest of the
State to ente i

generated.
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The fence will provide >Siter livestock control over the Deep
Cut Crcek riparian ariea dnd the wetland area located on the
State's property. The fence would split an existing pit tank
(watering area) on State property so that waier will remain
available for wildlife and livestock from either side. The
proposed fence will enhance and protect wildlife and watershed
values by excluding animals from the ripearian and meadow
habitat. '

There is authorized grazing activity sccurring on both Sitate
and BLM property. The lessee, Robert Clark, leases the State's
propecty as base property for acquiring his allotment with BLM
and is aware of and in agreement to the proposed fence.

BLM has .prepared an environmental Assessment (CA-026-90-17) and
has adopted a finding of MNeo Significant Umpact for the entire
proposed fence project.

AB 884: N/A.

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION:

1. This activity invoclues lands which have NOT
been identified as possassing significant
environm<atal values pursuant %o
P.R.C. 6370, et seq. However, the
Commission has declared that all tide and
submerged lands are "significant" by .nature
cf their public ocwnership (as opposed to
"environmental significant”). Since such
declaration of significance is not based
up2n the requirerents and criteria of
P.R.C. 6370, et seq., use classifications
for such la-ds have not been designated.
Therefore, the finding of the projectts
consistency with the use classification as
required by 2 Cal. Code Regs. Z954 is not
applicable. )

A.- Finding Of No Significant Impact (FONSI)
Ch '026-90-17, SCH#90040076, was prepared
and adopted for this project by the U.S.

Bureau of Land Management. The document
was circulated for public review as brovadly

as State and local law may require and
notice was given meeting the starndards in
14 Cali. Code Regs. 15072(a). Therefore,
pursuant to 14 Cal. Code Regs. 15225, the

staff recommends the use of the federal
FONSI in place of a Negative Declaration.

'gcALENDAa PAGE
Innigne eagE
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EXHISITS: r.and Description.
tocation Map.
Memorandum of Understanding
Finding of No Significant Impact (FCNSI).

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSION:

1. FIND THAT THE FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT (FONSI)
CA 026-90-17, SCHH#90040076, PREPARED AND ADOPTED FOR THIS
PROJECT BY THE U.S. BUREAU OF LAND MANARGEMENT MEETS THE
REQUIREMENTS OF THE CEQA THEREFORE PURSUANT TO 14 CAL. 'CODE
REGS. 15225 ADOPT SUCH FEDERAL DOCUMENT FOR USE IN PLACE OF
A MEGATIVE DECLARATION.

DETERMINE THAT THE PROJECT, AS APPROVED, WILL NOT HRVE A
SICGNIFICANY EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT .

APPROVE THE MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING ATTACHED AS
EXHIBIT “C" AND BY KEFERENCE MADE A PART HEREQF.

AUTHORIZE THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER, OR H1S DELEGATE, TO

EXECUTE THE AGREEMENT ON BEHALF OF THE COMMISSION.

1
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EXHIBIT "A"

W. 24563
LAND DESCRIPTION

A strip of land 20 feet wide, across school lands in S

ections 24 and 25, T 31 N,R 15 Eand
Sections 19 and 20, T31 N, R 16 E, MDM, Lasser Co

unty, California, and lying 10 feet on
cach side of the-following described centerline:

COMMENCING at the southwest comer of said Section 24, T 31'N, R 15 E, MDM;

thence N 89° 56' E 4000 feet more OF less to the POINT OF REGINNING; thence
N 89 00’ E 200 feer; thence S 79° 00' E 1260 feet;

- thence N 53°0C'E 245 feet;
thence S 39°00'E 492 feet; thence S 27° 00" W 18 feet; thence S 15° 00" E 1100 feet

to the boundary of lands of USA in Section 30, T31 N, R 16 E, MDM.

END OF DESCRIPTION

PREPARED NOVEMBER, 1990 BY LLB
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Peoject Home: HORTH DEEP CUT PASTURE FENCE,
Project kusbers .- -

EXHIBIT C
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

between
THE CALIFORNIA STATE LANDS COMMISSION
and

THE USDI - BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT
SUSANVILLE DISTRICT, EAGLE LAKE RESOURCE AREA

regarding the construction, maintcnance and abandonment of that portion of
THE NORTH DEEP CUT PASTURE FENCE

-

whicti‘shall cross State iaad

A. Purpose

This Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is to establish an agre<ient between the
California State Lands Commission (Statc) and the Bureau of Land Management (BLM)
rcgarding provisions concerning the construction, maintenance and abandonment of a BLM’
grazing allotment pasture fence slated 10 be constructed within the BLM’s Susanville
Diistrict, Eagle Lake Resource Arca, Cal-Neva ‘Planning Unit. This MOU is required
because the fence-route, as proposed, will cross certain unfenced State lands, specifically
described as T.3IN., R.1SE., Scction 24 SE4SE}X and Scction 25 NEANEY, and T-31N.,
R.16E., Scction 19 SWiSW3 and Section 30 NWANW3; in addition 1o BLM lands. The
fence route will be within 10 feet of the following ceatesline: Beginning at a point which
bears N 89°56" E 4600 feet, more or less, from the SW section corner of Section 24,
T.3iN, R.1SE., MDM, then go N 89° E 200 feet, then go S 79* E 1260 fcet, then go N
53° E 245 fect, then go S 59° E 492 feet, then go S 17° W 1B fret, then go S 15° E 1160
feet, more or less, to the approximate property boundary of lands of USA in Section 30,
T.31N. R.16E.

Description/Justification Summary_of Project

The project, which shall be known as«the "Nortis Deep Cut Pasture Fence,” consists of
approximately 8 miles of steel and wire fence constiucted to BLM specifications for fences
which cross pronghorn (anteiope) range. Approximately 0.5 miles-of the fence would cross
State land and the remainder would cross BLM or private land (see map, attached). A
catileguard and gate wouid-be placed at the junction of the fence and dirt road “which
crosses said State lands (in addition to other gates and/or catticguards piaced at the
discretion of the BLM along the portion of the fence route which does not cross State
lands).
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The fence would allow for:the-impléimentation of a rotational grazing system on the BLM’s
Deep Cutallotment, thereby aliowing for improved livestock management by confining
livestock to. specific portions of the aliotment during specific periods of she ycar (as
direcied by . BLM). In concert with other appropriate range management actioiis (e.g.,
propez season anid periods of use, appropriate stocking ratc,. elc.), construction-of, the fence
wili-allow for improvemnent in range caadition as well as improvement of the conditions' of
the riparian area-associated with Deep Cut ‘Creck.

3t was identified within Environmental Asscssment CA-026-90-17 (available for revicw-at
the BLM?% Eagic Lake Resourze Arca Office in Susanville, California) that.the fence is
expected to impede pronghorm- movements during the winter when snows are 100 deepior
them 1o Ziove under the lowest wire on the fence and burro movements during periods
when livestock are in the pasturc and the gates arc closed. However, these negative
impacis arc offsei by the anticipated improvement in range and riparian condition expecied
to.result-from the improved management capability provided by the:fence and nict benefits
to-the cnvironment will resuit. In addition, the gates in the fence will be open during the
period wher livestock are not in-the pasturc (11/1 to 3/31,-annually) in order to minimize
disruption of the migratory habits of these animals.

Provisions of this Memorandum of Understanding

1. This MOU is for the purpese of administering the construction, maintenance and
abandonmment of that portion of the North Decp Cut Pasture Fence which will cross
Statc lands as descrited under Scction A-of this MOU, above.

This MOU pertains only to those State fands which are necessary for construction-and
maintenance activitics associated with the fence, generaliy described as within 10 feet
of either side of the fence line. The parties of this MOU are the USDI-BLM,
Sutanville Disirict, and the California State Lands Commission.

Thie MOU does not grant-to BLM any right, title or intcrest in the State’s-property.
Permissiun is granted to BLM to consiruct and maintain thesfence and catileguard.

The fence shall be constructed and maintained at no cost-to the State. The BLM, its
agents and Cooperative Partics? shall be aliowed access to and egress from said Siate
{jands for thé purposes of constructing and maintaining the fence.

>

1 Ine Cooprrative Porties with the Ut for the purposes of fence construction and maintenance are

febere Clark of Litchfield, talifornia, His successors of sssigns, snd Jodd suickord of Hapes Ronch Inc.,
Colifornia, bis successors or asgigns. See Cooperative Agreeonnt which is atiathed to and made & part of this

R,

2
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5. The implemeniotion period for const clion of this project shall be during the Federaj
fiscal year 1991 (10/01/90 - 9/30M1), with maintenance continuing for the life of this
agreement, pending furding appropriation by the BLM. Should fen
delayed from said implementation period, the BLM will promptly notify the S:ate of )
the: Zelay and inform them of the adjusied anticipated period of implementation.

Should this project be cansellcd, 1

CG, the BLM will promptly notify the State and upor
such notification, this MOU shall be nuli and

6. Adherence to ali construction stipulations as described in EA-CA-026-90-17 shall -occur
during fence construction.

7. The BLM shall ensure that the fence and catil
serviceable condition. The whticipated uscful |
serves the purposs for which it is intcnded.

cguard are maintained in good and
ife of the project is for as long as it

8. Should ihe project ‘be-abandoned pursuant to the suthority of the BLM, the BLM
shall ensure that any improvements are removed, Such removal will be at the Statc’s

scle discretion, and such removal shall be at 5o cost 10 the State. Prior to any

abandonment, the BLM shall notify, in writing, the St- ‘¢ of the intent to abandon,

9. The State is held harmless by BLM from any liability which may resuli ‘from the
construction, us¢ and maintenance of this projece:

16. This MOU shall be in effect from date of approval, unless otherwise negated pursuant
to the provisions contained within.or other reasoas agreed upon by the State and
BLM.

D. Approval

For the California State. Lands For the Ifureay of Lapd
Commissiosi:

Management:

T tloa ek PV
Signature Signature VZ

Richard H. Stark, Jr.

Printed Name, Title ‘Eagle Lake Resource Area Manager

‘ ///’»/ go
Daie K

Date-
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FORM APPHOVED

Form 4120-6 BUREAU OF TE ~90n
{June 1985) RMANAG E&é‘é‘%{s :ngi‘v'c '.;‘?;»'.?:; ’o'c: :Ges

UKITED STATES SAMVILLE. Sxuizoesns FOR BLR USE ONLY
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR State
'BURLAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT Office .

. 2ob Number(s)

COCPERATIVE AGREEMERT
FOR RANGE IMPROVEMENTS

s

B .r

IPJfTRUCT;ONS' "_:Cgoperatoris) to receize original, and one copy each to the LNJOB Name(s)

District cose or lease file and Dastrict job file. orth Deep Cut Pasture Fence

1. 1, (We¢) Todd Swickard of Mapes Ranch Inc., California

Robert Clark of Litchfield, Califoraia

of
and of

herenalter called cooperator(s) and the Unmiied States of America, by the Bureau of Land Management, hereinafter

called the Buresu, foi and in corisiderat.on of the mutual benefits, hereunder, and in accordance with the Taylor Grazing

Act (43.3535.C. 315, 315a~1), as amended, the National Soil. Conservation Act (16 U.S.C. 59Ca-q(1)); as amended, the

Federal Land Policy and Management Act (43 U.S.C. 1701, et. seq.), and the Public Rangelands Improvement Act {43

U.S.C. 190%) do enter into this cooperative agreement for the construction and/or maintenance of range improvements;

installation of conservation works o1 establishment of consen siton practices, heseinafter teferred to collectively .as
rovements, for the benefit of the public lands and of the cooperato:(s).

The improvements known as the North Deep Cut Pasture Fence

£ will be ‘:__j are located upon. 55295:.5(85:)'3%:151204’19’30 T. 2iN. | R.1SE, RI6E.

‘Mt. Diablo Meridian, County OI’\f.assen 2 . Stute of California .

3. IT 1s MUTUALLY AGREED:

{a) The parties heéreto will furmish labor, matenials, and equipment as réquired, 'the total cost or value not to ex-
ceed the amount listed belov:foreach of the parties respect:vely for the initial censtruction and/or installation of the
improvements indicated in/garagraph 2.

. - - N . “TOTAL. ..
NAME(s) OF COOPERATOR(z) ITEMS COST OR VALUE

g -~

Todd Swickard Mdaintenance (See Stip 4c and 12)

$

Robert Clark ~ I'Maintenance (See Stip 4c and 12)

Construction
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(b) Upon notice from the authonzed officer of the
Bureau, cooperator{s) will promptly supply labor, mate-
nals, and equipment as specified in paragraph 3(a) as
required. Contnbuted materials in excess of the amount
required shall be retusned tc the contubutor. Equip-
men? conttsbuted shall be returned promptly following
completion of the wosk. Work will be conducted undetr
the supervas:on and duection of the authorized offices
and shall be pursved with diligencé unt. completed.

3{a) The cooperatosr(s) shall be hable, jointly end
severally, for the repair and maintenance of the im-
provemeats following completion, 1. good and service-
able condition. The cooperator(s), without fusther notice
from the suthonzed officer shall do the necessary work
promptly. If work is noi-performed. as necessary, the

authonized offices shall notify the- cooperator(s) and:

specify @ period within which to complete the work
oS required.

it) In event the cooperatox(s) default in. the repair
and maintenance of the improvements the authorized
officer may do or cause such work to be done for and
in behalf of the coopesatar(s), and the necessary cost
and expense thereof shall become a charge and obli-
gatics upon and shall bz paid by the cooperatoi(s).
It is further understood in case of -defaunit that any
grazing permit ot lease may be cancelled and may not
be tenewed or extended or any assignment thereof may
not be approved unless and until all charges and costs
owed by the cooperator(s) hereuader shall have been
paid, and provided that the Bureau may pursue -such
other remedies, legal or administrative, as may be
authorized.

{c) Repazir and 'maintenance, as herein required,
shall mean nommal upkeep and maintenance necéssary to
pteserve, protect, and prolong the useful life of the
improvements, but shall not include major repairs where
the damage is due to floods, earthquakes, or other acts
of God, or fire not the result of fault or negligence of
the cooperator(s) as determined by the auvhorized
offices.

5. IT 15 FURTRER AGREED:

(2) This agreement does not  convay right, title, or
interest in any lands or resources held by the United
States.

(b) Title to noastructural or nonremovable improve-
ments authorized by this agicement shall. be in the
United States of America.

(c) Title to stiuctural or removable impicrements
authorized by this agreement shall be shared by the
United States and the cooperater(s) in propostion to the
actual amount of their respective cosntribution to the
intiai-construction of said improvemeénts. The impiove-
ments may be removed, in whole o1 in past, dunng the
term of this agreerment of any extension thereof, by mutu-

al consent of the parties or by directizn of the author
ized officer, such removal shall be:made by the cocper
ator(s), o by the Bureau at its option. During the counj
of salvaging material, the United States assumes no
tesponsibiluity for the protection or preservation of said
material. Upon remova! of the improvements, any sal-
vageable matenals, after deducting an amount to com-
pensate for the actual cost of removal, shall be avail-
able for distribution to the parties then subject to this
agreement in proportion to the actual amount of their
respective contzibutions to the initial construction of the
improvements. The rasties shall take possession: sad
remove their portion of the salvaged materials within
one hundred and eighty (180) days after first notifica-
tion in wanting that such material is available, upon
failure to do so within the time allowed, the matesizls
shall be deemed to have been abandoned and title there-
to shall thereupon vest in the United States.

(d) In the event lands céntaining improvements de-
scribed under (a) ot (b) above ate devoted to- another
public putpose which precludes grazing,. including dis-
posal, the cooperator(s) shall be entitled to compensa-
tion for the adjusted value of the cooperator’s contri-
bution 2o the improver-:nts. .

6. If the coopezrstor(s) shall assign or transfer any
grazing permit ot lease embracing the lands=upon which
the improvements  are constructed or in connection\
with which they are used, the coopera&ar(s) shall
include in such assignment or transfer.chis interest
in this Cooperative Agreement. Before the assigree
ot transferee will be recognized as successor to the
cooperator(s)’s interest hereundes, such assignee or

‘transferee will be requured by the authorized offices

tc accept mn assignment of thic agreement and agree
to be bound by the provisions respecting the use and
maintenance of the improvements.

7. The cooperator(s) use of the improvements will
be in conformance with any special' conditions, the
grazing permit(s) or leage(s), and segulations of the
Secretary of the Interior.

8. This agreement shall not accord to cooperator(s)
any preference, prvilege, or consideration with respect
to any grazing ptrmtt or .lease not exptess!y picvided
herein or in the rules and regulations governing such
grazing permit or lease,

9. ltems 2, 3, and 4(a) of this agrecment may be modi-
fied or cancelled by written agreement s{ the pasties,
which agreement shal! become a past-heseof.

10. This centract is subect to the provisiens of
Executi-¢ Order No. 11244 of Septenbcx 24 1965 as

amended, which sets forgd

i, '*"Awyl.l*'.wwl R RN At L S s




ek LIRS TS A

W RORELS WFHLT0/ 43 SRTLIR IO ' DENITWSIA S TN 2 P ST S 2 SRS T st e VL

a5 En LA iy

<A

T

o

A copy of this order may be obtained from the au‘hox-
ized off.x;er.

. This agicement shall remain in effect indefinitely
!xom date of sipndture unlesz (1) otherwise des.gnated
under item 12. Special Conditions, or (2) terminated by

mutlual written consent of panties, or (3) terminated by
the authorized officer -after notice in writing because of
the cooperator(s) default or violation, or (4) terminated
by the authorized officer zfter notice in wnting because
the improvements are not compatible with adopted land
use plans or classification under the public Jand laws.
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12. Speciol Conditions

Gates will be left open after the grazing. season to allow movenmeat of
antelope and closed at the beginning of the grazing ‘season.

wintering

Bob Clark to také majntenance from Highway 395 to the cattleguard on State Lands 4n
Section 30 T.3iN. R.16 E. as shown on the attached AP, em-eame

Mapes Rznch ¢o take mzintenance from the cattleguard on the State Lands to the Cal-Nev
1/2 Division fence as shown on the attached TAP. wmzEoTS

COOPERATOR(S)

/M/Amﬂ/

nature)

Todd Svickatd

.
-

THE.UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

State of___California

il fod
(Signature)
Robert Clark

District Susanville

mazg)\\.

vy MMM o=

(Signature)

Richard H. Stark, Jr.

Y/

(Title)

{Signature)

{Signature)

:LALENDAR PAGE ., ?371 :
(Date) .
n.xlvvfmm "
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EXHIBIT "D"

EA-CA-026-90-17
NORTH DEEP CUT PASTURE FENCE
DECISION / RATIONALE / FONSI

Decision

Upon approval by the Califocnia State Lands Commission of the Memorandum of
Understanding which wiil enabie construction of a portion of the fence across State Lands, the
proposed action shall be implemented as specified within Environmental Assessment CA-026-90-
17.

Rationale

Construction of the North Deep Cut Pasture fence will allow the implementation of a rotational
grazing system on’the Decp Cut Allotment.  This fence will allow ‘for improved livestock
management by confining lives.ock to specific portiors of the allotment during specific periods
of the year. In concert with otker appropriate range management actions, construction of the
fence will allow {or improvement in range condition as well as improvement of the conditions of
the riparian area associaied with Deep Cut Creek.

Although the fence is expected to impede pronghom and burro movements during certain times
of the vear, this negative impact is offset by the anticipated improvements in range and riparian
conditio.. as discussed within the environmental 2ssessment referenced above and nct positive
impacts to the cavironment will resuit.

The proposed acticn is in compliance with the Reco:d of Decision (ROD) for the 1932
Proposed Livestock Grazing for the Cal-Neva Planning Unit Environmental Impact Statement
and would partially implement Land Use Desision 10 (page 10 of the ROD) which providcs for
the implementation of “intensive” grazing systems on what is now the Deep Cut Allotment with
“particular consideration toward improving and maintaining riparian, wetland, and meadow
habitat to enhance and protect wildlife and watershed values®.

Finding of Mo Significant Impact

Based upon the above-cited environmental enalysis, 1 have determined that construction ¢ “*he
North Deep Cut Pasture fence as specified will not affect significantly the quality of .the human
environment. Therefore, preparation of an environmental impact statement is not required.

T ied SY SCbfp—
Richard ‘H. Stark, Jf., Manager
Eagle Lake Resource Area
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“AGLE LAKE RESOURCE ARE#
NEPA DO _MENTATION REVIEW & COC. DINATION
(Use of this face sheet will assist staf specialists in screening and scoping for compliance with NEPA)

EA-CR~026-90-17 __ Draft Attached:x)Yes ( )No Lead Writer:_sydgey Steshens-Yuncevich
P oposed Action Title/Type:_ North Deep Cut Pasture Fence . Date:__4/8/90

Location of Proposed Action:__T.31N., R.16E., Sec 1 ..Sec. 22,23,24
Description of Proposed Action:_ Construct 7 miles of fence to control livestock grazing and

to _implement a deferred rotation grazinc system in the Deep Cut Allotment

Level of anticipated ana:_lysis: ( )éa:L Ex. ()Reference @(QMinimal &)Moderate ( )High °

STAFF REVIEW & COMMENT
RESQURCE ~ SIGNATURE COMMENTS . DATE

.@Q,(.g_, Com e She ﬁ et ‘1’!'!&/‘(‘0
. BE&/_ " Newa Affected “’f// 5}/ C

W9/ 20

'57/11'/‘%0

Energy/Min. ‘ Lot
¥ Operations ORI (easa ‘4,////f&9
Other Bf//}o}'t///,&f Bl P : ‘ a. . H-c0 -43 4-

Public Coritacted:()Yes { )No-  List contacts: California Dept. of Fish and Game

CALENDAR PAGE
MINUTE PAGE 5712
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Environmental Assessment
North Deep Cut Pasture Fence
ER-CA-026-90-17

Intreoduction

A

Description of Action

The proposed action is to construct 7.5 miles of BLM standard antelope
type barbed wire fence and a cattlaguard on puhlic lands, and
approximately .5 miles of BLM standard antelope type barbed wire fence
and a cattleguard on State lahds to control 4uvestock grazing and to
implement 2 deferred rotation grazing systes in the Deep Cut Allotment.

Location

The proposed fence location is in the Eagle Lake Rescurce ‘Area, Cal-Neva
Planning Unit, Deep Cut Allotment in T.31N., R.16E., sectmns 29,30,33,34
and. T.31N., R.15E., section 22, 23, 24. The prOJect vould cross State
lands located in T.31K., R.16E., section 30 aud “T.J1N., R.15E., sections
24 and 5. See attached map.

Purpose/Need

In 1983, the Deep Cut Allotment Hanagement Plan wvas implemented. It
z1loved for continuons grazing and did not 1ncorporate periodic rest
during the growing season. In 1988, an evaluation of the Decp Cut ANP
revealed the allotment was in a downwvard trend, purennxal grass plants
vere in poor vigor and medusahead vas invading and replacing desirable
forage plants. Currently, the Deep Cut 2AMP is bdeing revised and a
deferred rotation grazing system is to be implemented. The proposed
fence is 1ntegra1 to implementing the deferred rotation .grazing system.

‘The AMP revision will be finalized pr1or to fence construction. In

addition to implementing the new grazing systemn, the fence would also
provide better livestock control over the Deep Cut Creek riparian area
and a wetland area located on State lands.

One of the permittees in the allotment, Robert Clark, leases the State
lands for graz ing use and these lands are used as exchange-of-use in his
federal grzZing permil. The fence would split & reservoir currently
existing on State lands so that water would be available on either side
of tha-fence. This is the primary reascn for the need for crossing the
State lands. The proposal complies with the 1982 Cal-Neva Land Use Plan
and wctld implement Land Use Decisions 10-1 and 10-6 which state that
the BLY is to inplement 1livestock graz1ng programs with particular
consideration towards improving riparian ard meadov habitat to enhance
and protect vildlife and watershed values. An easement across State
lands vill be necessary before the femce across State lands could bde
built.
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11. Description of the Proposed Action and Alternatives

A. Proposed Actiot

The proposed action is tqlconstruct 8-miles, of steel and wire fence and
two cattleguards in thé jocations described in gection 1. (B) of the EA
te the following specifications:

3 strand 12 1/2 gauge stecl ard wire fericewith the top 2 strands
“heing barbed ané the bottom wire smooth fof antelope passage in the
¥inter. Steel posts get every 22 feet vwith i stays per panel. Wires
sp&hgﬁ-ﬁfém the ground: 16 inches, 26 inches, 38 inches.

‘Pouble gates (gates that open from both ends .and close in the middle)
will be placed at jmportant antelope crossisjs and will be left open
in the winter and closed wvhen the livestock grazing season begins.

The fence vill be flagged for, the firgt year tc alert animals of its
presence.

Ground disturbance shall be limited to crushing and/or trampling of
vegetation vithin 16 feet of one side of the fence route centerline.
Biading or brushing with notorized vehicles is prohibited. Large

53

shrubs may be removed with hand tools.

All trash gengrated by the fence construction process will be
collected and disposed of promerly. upen completion of the project.

Tvo cattleguards (8" X 14*) will < ‘installed across ‘the tvo main
girt roads; one on public lands, the other on State lands to allow
easy access through the fence for ‘hunters and other hublic land

users.

Other Alternatives Considered but.not Fuliy Analgged

A ns action alternative vas considered and will mot be faurther analyzed
at this time because without the fence deferred ro;aticuxgrazinq system
could not be jmplemented and other :alternatives guch as delaying turnout
until after seed ripe would have to'be considered in order to corply with

the Cal-Neva Land Use Plan.

Another alternative considered was O combine adjacent allotments vwith
.thé Deep Cut Allotment and make each allotaent & pasture in order to
implenent a deferred rotation system. This altérnative is rejected at
this time and will mot pe copsidered further. mhe time requirsd to
evaluate adjacent allotments, iormulate«obiectives, and implement ne¥
grazing systems vould delay the ‘peneficial impacts of the proposed action
by several years. Implementation of the proposed action will not preclude

consideration of this alternative at. 2 future date.
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ITI. Déscrigtion of Atfected~£nviron§eng
I. SOilS

Soils are volecanic in origin, generglly shallew to deep
vith a: stony surface, and a slight tb mod
MHontmorillonitic

depending sn the

The proposed action does not occur in a flogg plain or riparian area.
Hovever, the Proposed. action: will influence @anagement on the ‘[wép
Cat Creek riparian area on RLY lands and on a vetland areaon State
lands to the north of the project.

3. Vegetation

Vegetstion within the project vicinity is typical of the Great Basin
shrub/grags plant community. Hedusahead; ap dndesirable species, is
aggressively invading the area and replaces perennial plants which
hawe.;pst their vigor ang died.

4. ¥ildlife

Kule deer, proghorn antelope, sage grouse and chukar are the
doxinant game Species occurring in the project area. The propoged

fente would cross important antelope wintering and kidding habitat.

5. Threatened and Endangered Spaecies

Polvgala subspinosa, a California Native plant Society L:st 2,

“Plants Rare, Threatened, or Endangered in' California, ut More
‘Common ‘Elsewhere,® g videly scatte
plant is not censidered as a BLM sep

not require special management considerz

6. wWild Horses apd Burros

Currently, 20 b ‘ f
and occasionally use the Project area during the winter, No wilg
horses are knowvn to use the area, although they vere. . resent in the
area prior to 1983 ’ .
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Cultural Resources

kn archeclogical survey was conducted. One archeological gite was
found to the south of tha proposed fence. This was a very sparse
lithic scatter of obsidian and chert chips.

Livestock KManagerent

The project 1is within the Deep Cut allotment and has beer: managed
under an Allotuent Hanzgekont Plam (AMP) since 1983. The AMP is

Y

preseatly being revised to ipéorporate a deferred rotation grazing
systen and should be cbxﬁléfed by 1991. Tvo 1jvestock permittees
graze the 50,000 acre al.otpent. The season of use is April 1 to
Octcber 3. Approzimately 863 cattle graze during allor a portion
of the grazing season. In 1988, 1989 and 1990, cattle pumbers wvere
significantly reduced during the AMP revision.

.. Environagntal Inpdcts

A. FProposed Action

1. Soils

Soils will yenefit by the construction of the fence and the
jmplementation of a. deferred rotation grazing system. Soils vill
be pericdically deferred from 1ivestock use during the time period
when soils may be saturated. Thi§~:kzi benefit the soils structure
thus providing 2 better growing medium for perennial vegetation.
Hovwever, there may be years vhen the soils are saturated in the

pasture being grazed. This will be detrimentz. o the gsoil structure

.

and to the vegetation if the soils are sa;ﬂfdﬁéd for a period of time
and cattle are concentrated in the srea. 1In addition, soil iitter
should improve over time with periodic deferment. This will also
provide a more degirable environzent £9 ‘seedling establishment.

yegetation

The perennial vegetation, in particular the grasses and forbs, vill
benefit by the construction of the fence and jmplementation of a
deferred rotation grazing system. Benefits will be seen in an
improvenent ip vigor and the potential for seedling estabﬁishmént
over time. There will bhe a short term 15-10 years “vegetation and
goils disturbance (8.5 acres) due to the construction of the fence.
This disturbance is minor in relation to the size of the area which
vill benefit (the entire 50,000 acre allotment) . Also, see

discussion under the gubheading wyater," belov.
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3. J¥ild Horses, Burros. and Hildlife

After the fence is constructed, it will be 2 long-term partial
barrie: to burro movesent except in the wiatot when gates will be
lefg'apen for burro and antelope isovement. The; fence vill be flagged
S0 animals vill be avare of its jresence. One 0f the gates wil)'have
vings attached to facilitateé Jurro movement through tiie gates.
Antelope will be able to go under the fence all year, wvhich should
not restrict their movement. Antelope will need to uSe the open
gates during wvinters when there is heavy snow restricting access
under the wires. Antelope winter and kidding habitat will improve
vith the implementation of a deferred rotaticdn grazing system.
geen in the availabi i

spring particularly in the deferred pasture. There will be a
temporary minor displacement of non-game animals and some habitat
will be slightly altered due to construciion activities. This impact
vill be very minor, approximately 8.5 acres, Ty‘relation to tiie whole
50,000 acre allotment in which the kabitat will benefit.

Livestock

Livestock management will ‘be improved by constructing this project
and creating an additioral pasture. Cattle wvill /pe gathered easier
although they may 'be temporarily more stresged by the additicnal
Bovement frow pasture to pasture.

Water

The Deep Cut Creik riparian and the vetlarnd area locited on State
lands will benefit from the constructisn of the fence and the
implementation of a deferred rotation gystem. These areas will
receive periodic rest during the growing /season vwhich will improve
the vigor of existing perennial grasszé and riparian vegetation
resulting in the improvement of the vater table along the creek.
In addition, the fence will allow better livestock control on the
riparian and wvetland area. Livestock can be more easily meved when
utilizatior levels on these areas have been met.

Threatened and Endangered Species

-Polygala subspinosa, will not be adversely affectad by the proposed
action. The plants may be groazed but 40-60 percent utilization
linits will be imposed. The plant appears to survive grazing
pressure well. .

Cultural Resources

7he archeological site will not he impacted/ by the construction of
the fence or trampling of livestock concentlated near the fence since

Y

the gite is located south of the proposed feéace.
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Kitigation Measures

Mitigation measures were incorporated into the proposed action such as
double gates for aatelcpe, antelope type fence, wvings at gates for burro
movement, cattleguards for vehicle access, flagging of fence until
animals are accustomed to the fence location, wminimizing ground
disturbance.. and trash disposal.

Unavoidable Adverse Impacts

Burros ~ Movement of burros will be impeded slichtly by the proposed
fence during the grazing season ‘of April 1 to October 31.

Antelope -~ Hovement of antelope may be impeded slightly by the
propoged fence.

V. Public Cosment/Review

Frank Hall of the Caiifornia Fish aud Game was consuited on the concept of
additional fences and the implementation of ¥ graziny system which
incorporated rest during the growing season. He f..t the implementatiun‘ot
a-‘grazing system which would benefit the antelope and riparian habitat would
be worth the relatively minor disruption of antelope movement. The State
Lands Commission also has expressed an interest in revieving this document
and to make comments. Horse groups will be contacted prior to final decision
on this project.

List of BiN Contributors

Greg Yuncevich ¥ildlife Biclogist

Don ¥annebo Civil Engineer Techaician

Sydney Yuncevich Range Conseryationist

‘Ken Visger -‘8upervisory Range Comservationist

Don Manual RArcheologist

Gary Schoolcraft Botanist

Bill Phillips ¥ild Horse and Burro Specialist/District
Conservationist

Stan Bales Outdoor Recreaticn Specialist
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