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GENERAL LEASE - RIGHT-OF-WAY USE 

WTG-WEST, Inc.APPLICANT : 
Attn: Henry A. Kolesnik
P. O. Box 21348 
Tulsa, Oklahoma 74121 

AREA, TYPE LAND AND LOCATION:
A 0. 540-acre parcel, a 0. 101-acre parcel, and a
0. 471-acre parcel, all tide and submerged 
lands, located in the Cosumnes, Mokelumne and 
San Joaquin rivers, respectively, Sacramento 
and San Joaquin counties. 

LAND USE: Installation and maintenance, for
telecommunication purposes, of a two-inch (2")
diameter fiber optic cable conduit. 

TERMS OF PROPOSED LEASE: 
Initial period: 49 years beginning October 1,

1989. 

CONSIDERATION: $373 per annum; with the State reserving the 
right to fix a different rental on each 
fifth anniversary of the lease. 

BASIS FOR CONSIDERATION: 
Pursuant to 2 Cal. Code Regs. 2003. 

APPLICANT STATUS: 
Applicant is lessee of upland. 
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PREREQUISITE CONDITIONS, FEES AND EXPENSES: 
Filing fee and environmental costs have been 
received. 

STATUTORY AND OTHER REFERENCES: 
A . P. R. C. : Div. 6, Parts 1 and 2; Div. 13. 

B. Cal. Code Regs. : Title 2, Div. 3; 
Title 14, Div. 6 

AB 884: 11/06/89. 

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION: 
1 . Applicant proposes to construct a fiber 

optic telecommunication cable system with 
associated facilities from Los Angeles to 
Sacramento via San Francisco for the 
purpose of providing its subscribers
additional capacity and service between the
referenced cities and major metropolitan 
areas outside California. The project is 
approximately 550 miles in length. 
Applicant is not currently a public
utility, but proposes to pursue the steps 
necessary to become as such immediately 
Following the Commission's consideration
and approval of the project. 

2. Pursuant to the Commission's delegation of
authority and the State CEQA Guidelines 
(14 Cal. Adm. Code 15025) , the staff has 
caused to be prepared an EIR identified as
EIR No. 489, State Clearinghouse
No. 89041011. Such EIR was prepared and 
circulated for public review pursuant to
the provisions of the CEQA. 

3. The significant and environmental effects
listed in Exhibit "C" were identified in 
the FEIR. These enumerated effects are 
followed by proposed findings under 
Section 15091 of the CEQA Guidelines which 
specify changes, alterations, or permit
conditions which will be required for, or 

Aincorporated into, the proposed project.
statement follows each proposed mitigation 
measure explaining why or how such
mitigation measure will accomplish its 
intended goal (see Exhibit "c"). 
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CALENDAR ITEM NO. 02 (CONT 'D) 

1. This activity involves lands identified as 
possessing significant environmental vali es 
pursuant to P. R. C. 6370, et seq. Based 
upon the staff's consultation with the 
persons nominating such lands and through
the CEQA review process, it is the staff's
opinion that the project, as proposed, is 
consistent with its use classification. 

APPROVALS OBTAINED : 
United States Army Corps of Engineers, 
California Department of Fish and Game, 
California Central Valley Regional Water
Quality Control Board, California Reclamation 
Board, and the County of San Joaquin. 

FURTHER APPROVALS REQUIRED: 
None . 

EXHIBITS : A . Land Description. 
B. Location Map. 

Environmental Impact Report Findings. 

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSION: 

1 . CERTIFY THAT AN EIR NO. 489, STATE CLEARINGHOUSE 
NO. 89041011, WAS PREPARED FOR THIS PROJECT PURSUANT TO THE
PROVISIONS OF THE CEQA AND THAT THE COMMISSION HAS REVIEWED 
AND CONSIDERED THE INFORMATION CONTAINED THEREIN. 

2. ADOPT THE FINDINGS MADE PURSUANT TO SECTION 15091 OF THE 
CEQA GUIDELINES AS CONTAINED IN EXHIBIT "C". 

3. DETERMINE THAT THE PROJECT AS APPROVED, WILL NOT HAVE A 
SIGNIFICANT EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT. 

4. AUTHORIZE ISSUANCE TO WTG-WEST, INC. OF A 49-YEAR GENERAL 
LEASE - RIGHT-OF-WAY USE, BEGINNING OCTOBER 1, 1989; IN 
CONSIDERATION OF ANNUAL RENT IN THE AMOUNT OF $373, WITH 
THE STATE RESERVING THE RIGHT TO FIX A DIFFERENT RENTAL ON 
EACH FIFTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE LEASE; FOR INSTALLATION AND 
MAINTENANCE OF A TWO INCH (2") DIAMETER FIBER OPTIC CABLE
CONDUIT ATTACHED TO EXISTING RAILROAD BRIDGE STRUCTURES ON 
THE LAND DESCRIBED ON, EXHIBIT "A" ATTACHED AND BY REFERENCE 
MADE A PART HEREOF . 
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EXHIBIT "A" 
W 24242 

LAND DESCRIPTION 

PARCEL 1 

A parcel of tide and submerged land in the bed of the Consumnes River in Section 28, TIN, 
R5E, MDM,Sacramento County, California, said parcel lying beneath the Union Pacific 
Railroad bridge crossing said river. 

EXCEPTING THEREFROM any portion lying landward of the ordinary high water marks of
the Consumes River. 

PARCEL 2 

A parcel of tide and submerged land in the bed of the Mokelumne River in Section 28, TSN, 
R5E, MDM,Sacramento and San Joaquin Counties, California, said parcel lying beneath the 
Union Pacific Railroad bridge crossing said river. 

EXCEPTING THEREFROM any portion lying landward of the ordinary high water marks of 
the Mokelumne .River. 

PARCEL 3 

A parcel of tide and submerged land in the bed of the San Joaquin River in Section 10, T2S, 
R65, MDM, San Joaquin County, California, said parcel lying beneath the Union Pacific 
Railroad bridge crossing said river. 

EXCEPTING THEREFROM any portion lying landward of the ordinary high water marks of
the San Joaquin River. 

END OF DESCRIPTION 

PREPARED MAY 12, 1989 BY BIU 1. 
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W 24242 

Exhibit c 

CEQA FINDINGS 

'EXPLANATORY NOTES: 

These findings are made by the State Lands Commission on the 
proposed WIG fiber optic cable project (Los Angeles to San 
Francisco/Sacramento) pursuant to Section 15091, California Code
Regulations (CEQA Guidelines) . 

As each finding is associated with an impact occurring within 
the jurisdiction of another public agency (ies), the following
finding was used in each such case: 

Changes or alterations have been incorporated into the 
project which avoid or substantially lessen the 
significant environmental effects identified in the final 
EIR. Such changes or alterations are within the 
responsibility and jurisdiction of another public agency 
and not the agency making the finding. Such changes can
and should be adopted by such other agency. 

Although the State Lands Commission is the CEQA Lead Agency, 
it has jurisdiction over only a small part of the route. There are
no significant environmental impacts associated with that portion 
of the proposed project within the jurisdiction of the State Lands 
Commission, and consequently no mitigation measures are enforceable 
by the Commission. Each of the findings is accompanied by a list 
of agencies having jurisdiction over specific changes or 
alterations to the project. These agencies, within their 
respective spheres of influence, would have the ultimate 
responsibilities to adopt, implement, and enforce the mitigation 
measures discussed. 

Each finding is followed by information supporting them.
Where possible, reference is made to a specific (numbered)
mitigation measure presented in the EIR. 

Public Resources Code Section 21081.6 requires public agencies 
making findings which adopt changes in a project to also adopt a 
reporting and monitoring program. An agency is not obligated to
design a monitoring program for those particular mitigation 

(ADDED pgs. 07-07.30) 
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measures that are the preckonsibility of another agency (Public
Resources Code Section 21081(b) ). CEQA provides that each public
agency must adopt objectives, criteria, and specific procedures to

administer its, responsibilities,under the Act and the CFQA
Guidelines (Public, Resources, Code, Section 21087 

Since there are no mitigation measures identified in the EIR
which the State Lands Commission would have authority to adopt, no 
monitoring program specific to that portion of the proposed project 
crossing. State Lands: Commission jurisdiction is required. Staff

:hasnotified all appropriate agencies, identifying to each the
requirements, of Public Resources Code Section 21081.6, and the 
specific mitigation measures requiring adoption and monitoring 
programs under this section. 
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Compaction and rutting of the soil caused by construction
in wet soils and/or during wet periods. 

FINDING: 2 Changes or alterations have been incorporated into
the project which avoid or substantially lessen the
significant environmental effect as identified in
the final EIR. Such changes or alterations are 
within the responsibility and jurisdiction of
another public agency and not the agency making the 
finding. Such changes can and should be adopted by 
such other agency. (See agency list at the end of
this section.) 

FACTS SUPPORTING THE FINDING: 

The proposed cable crosses areas which, although they receive
low amounts of precipitation, do not absorb water quickly and allow
for the pooling of water. The final EIR recommends the following
mitigation measure to minimize compaction and rutting: 

3.7.1.3 Seasonal Restrictions 

1 ) During adverse weather conditions, stop and start orders
would be issued to prevent rutting or excessive tracking 
of soil and deterioration of vegetation in the ROW area. 

Effectiveness: This measure will minimize any significant
soil compaction or rutting. 

07 . 2CALENDIG PAGE 
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GEOLOGY AND SOILS26976 bas 63291 . 14 (E 

I, erosion in sparsely vegetated areas. 

FINDING: 2) changes or alterations have been incorporated into
the project which avoid or substantially lessen the 
significant environmental effect as identified in 
the final EIR. Such changes or alterations are
within the responsibility and jurisdiction of 
another public agency and not the agency making the 
finding. Such changes can and should be adopted by
such other agency. (See agency list at end of
this section.) 

FACTS SUPPORTING THE FINDING: 

The potential for soil erosion is low due to the low amount 
of precipitation, the soil types present and the predominantly 
gentle slopes along the route. Erosion resulting from construction 
would be minimized by the placement of the route within or along 
the existing right of ways (ROW's) . These ROW areas provide a 
stabilized bench across slopes, thus reducing potential water 
erosion problems. The following mitigation measures contained in 
the final EIR would reduce soil losses and expedite soil
stabilization and revegetation. 

3.7.1 Construction Guidelines 

3.7.1.1 General Measures 

3) Actual construction activities would immediately 
follow preparations operations. Rehabilitation 
and revegetation would immediately follow 
construction operations, especially in areas of soil
that are highly susceptible to wind or water erosion 
and/or in other special areas. 

3.7.1.2 Access and Transportation 

1) Design and construction of all temporary, 
reconstructed, and newly constructed roads would 
ensure proper drainage, minimize soil erosion, and 
preserve topsoil. The design would include clearing 
work, rehabilitation and use and maintenance 
agreements associated with transportation needs. 

2 
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BIYOR OVA YOOIOS 
3) All temporary roads would be closed and areas 

restored without undue delay or maintained as 
. aspecified . , in the land , use, authorizations. 

Restoration to near original slope and contour, 
including redistribution of topsoil, would be to the 

fi scac. satisfaction of the permit issuing agency official. 

..:....347-1,4 - Clearing and Site Preparation 
2) Existing ground cover, such as grasses, leaves, 

brush and tree trimmings, would be cleared and piled 
only to the extent necessary. 

3.7.1.7 Rehabilitation and Revegetation 

1) As required, disturbed areas or designated sections
of the ROW would be recontoured to restore the site 
to approximately the original contour of the ground. 

2 ) Where needed in steep terrain, erosion control 
structures such as waterbars, diversion channels, 
and terraces would be constructed to divert water 
away from the fiber optic cable trench and reduce 
soil erosion along the ROW and other adjoining areas 
disturbed during construction. Waterbars would be 
constructed to: 1) simulate the imaginary contour
lines of the slope (ideally with a grade of 0 to 2 
percent) ; 2) drain away from the disturbed area; and
3) begin and end in vegetation or rock whenever 
possible. 

3 ) The re-establishment of vegetative cover as well as 
watershed stabilization measures would be scheduled 
during the ongoing working season and prior to the 
succeeding winter season. If for some unforeseen 
reason the final clean-up and revegetation is to be
delayed until the next construction season, WIG 
would take temporary measures to achieve short-term
stabilization over the winter until final clean-up 
and revegetation activities could proceed. 

6) Suitable mulches and other soil stabilizing 
practices would be used on all regraded and 
topsoiled areas to protect unvegetated soil from 
wind and water erosion and to improve water 
absorption. Rock mulches would be used in steep-
sloping rock outcrop areas and low precipitation 
areas to reduce erosion and promote vegetation 
growth. 

Effectiveness: These measures will prevent any 
significant soil erosion in vegetated areas. 
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WATER RESOURCES 
280ZUoas1 YoSW of 23. 
1:Jew pniwoll 280195 . 
YimPACT: aWater, quality degradation due to sedimentation and 

turbidity resulting from construction across 
watercourses. 

FINDING: 2) Changes or alterations have been incorporated into 
other project which avoid or substantially lessen
the significant environmental effect as identified
in the final EIR. Such changes or alterations are 
within the responsibility and jurisdiction of 
another public agency and not the agency making the 
finding. Such changes can and should be adopted by 
such other agency. (See agency list at end of this
section.) 

FACTS SUPPORTING THE FINDING: 

Sedimentation and water turbidity could occur and impact water 
quality as the result of soil disturbance associated with trenching 
across a watercourse. The final EIR recommends the following 
mitigation measures to prevent sedimentation in watercourses. 

3.7.1.1 General Measures 

6) Any construction activity in a flowing stream would
be prohibited. Flowing streams would be crossed by 
use of existing facilities such as attachment to 
existing bridges. Conventional trenching across
intermittent and ephemeral streams would be timed
for when the streams are dry. All streams and 
washes would be returned to their natural state. 
All construction procedures at stream crossings 
would adhere to California Department of Fish and
Game Stream Alteration Agreement Sections 1601 and 
1603. 

3.7.1.2 Access and Transportation 

4) When providing access to the fiber optic cable ROW, 
all rivers, streams and washes would be crossed at 
existing roads or bridges. Permanent culverts would 
meet specifications for a 25-year storm. Where 
drainages would be crossed by temporary roads, dirt 
fills or culverts would be placed and removed upon
completion of the project. Culverts on temporary 
roads would meet specifications for a 10-year, 24-
hour storm. 
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Effectiveness: Significant impacts to water resources 
the notesingI be avoided by not constructing across flowing waterfriddry watercourses totheir 
-ROYSE nocourses and by returning VED. But

natural state." 
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IMPACTS Loss or disturbance of significant paleontologist 
resources. 

FINDING: 2.) Changes or alterations have been incorporated into
the project which avoid or substantially lessen the
significant enviromental effect as identified in
the final EIR. Such changes or alterations a within
the responsibility and jurisdiction of another
public agency and not the agency making the finding.
Such changes can and should be adopted by such other 
agancy. (See agency list at the end of this
section.) 

FACTS SUPPORTING THE FINDING: 

The only areas where known significant paleontologi 
resources are threatened by the project are the Mckittrick Brea 
Tar Pits, the Little Signal Hills, the Elk Hills and the Buena
Vista Hills in the San Joaquin Valley. In these areas of known 
paleontologistesources within the ROW, trenching may result in
direct destruction of fossils within the excavated portion and the 
loss of geologic context, which is used to determine the age and
significance of the resource. Vehicle traffic may have similar
effects on near-surface resources. 

The final EIR recommends mitigating impacts by requiring 
avoidance of the most paleontologist sensitive area and 
monitoring sensitive areas during trenching as follows: 

3.7.2.5 Cultural Resources 

Paleontology 

The Project will avoid the highly sensitive Mckittrick Brea 
Pits, if possible. Trenching will be monitored by a qualified 
paleontologist in the Little Signal Hills, Elk Hills and Buena
Vista Hills area. Significant fossil specimens encountered
will be salvaged. 

Effectiveness: These measures will minimize loss of the 
scientific value of paleontologistl resources and improve 

knowledge of their distribution. 
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CULTURAL RESOURCES 

INPACT: Loss or disturbance of sites eligible for the National
Register of Historic Places (NRHP) . 

FINDINGS: 2) Changes or alterations have been incorporated into 
the project which avoid or substantially lessen the
significant environmental effect as identified in
the final EIR. Such changes or alterations are
within the responsibility and jurisdiction of 
another public agency and not the agency making the
finding. Such changes can and should be adopted by
such other agency. (See agency list at the end of
this section.) 

FACTS SUPPORTING THE FINDING; 

Cultural resources that could be impacted by the proposed 
project include archaeological and historic sites that are located
in areas which would be directly (within the proposed ROW) or
indirectly affected by project construction and facilities 
operation. 

Two levels of field investigation were completed to identify 
cultural resource sites that could be impacted: reconnaissance and 
complete intensive pedestrian survey. Reconnaissance was a vehicle 
survey of the entire route to identify areas with 
archaeological/historical potential. e complete/intensive 
survey, conducted in April-May, 1989, was conducted of all areas
where it was predicted that there would be a high possibility of 
sites based on literature, topography, hydrology and vegetation
community. This included previously recorded sites. Areas not 
subject to the intensive pedestrian survey were currently disturbed
areas and include agricultural areas, urban areas and railroad and
roadfill areas. 

The records search and intensive pedestrian field survey 
identified thirty-nine (39) prehistoric archaeological sites and 
thirteen (13) isolated finds in or adjacent to the proposed right 
of way. None of these sites will be affected by the proposed 
project. Fourteen (14) of these sites are noted on the site records 
as having been destroyed or could not be relocated during field 
examination of the project ROW. Those that could not be relocated
are in areas which have been developed and are likely destroyed. 
About fifteen (15) sites will not be affected by the Project 

7 
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because they are in areas where the cable will be installed in 
existing conduit. In all other areas, the cable will be installed
in railroad fill and roadway fill, or the line has been relocated 

mybythe, applicant to avoid impacting archaeological sites. 

Eleven (11) recorded historic sites are known to exist along 
the centerline or immediately adjacent to the proposed ROW. 
(6) of these exist in the San Jose/San Francisco area where the 
cable. will be installed in existing conduit. These sites will not 
be affected by the Project. In the ROW near Ft. Tejon State Park,
the cable will also be placed in existing pipe. The other four (4)
known historic sites potentially affected are avoided by the 
proposed route location. 

The final EIR recommends the following mitigation: 

3.7.2.5 Cultural Resources 

No mitigation is required in areas where intact pipe or 
conduit will be used or in areas where an intensive 
archaeological survey has been completed and no archaeological 
or historical resources have been discovered since the sites 
identified by the field surveys will be avoided by the 
proposed location of the cable. Any sites discovered during
construction will be evaluated and avoided or mitigated. 
Where necessary due to potential impact to these sites, 
monitoring of construction activities will be conducted. 

Effectiveness: These actions, under Section 106 of the 
National Historic Preservation Act, will ensure that the 
effects of pipeline construction and operation on cultural 
resources are fully considered, as required by law
Monitoring sites discovered during construction will reduce 
impacts in areas such as agricultural fields which were not 
surveyed in detail. The final EYR/EIS concludes that there
will be no significant residual impacts after such mitigation. 

Six 
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BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 
betsju. 

IMPACT: Loss or disturbance of biological communities of concern 
due to construction. 

FINDING: 2) changes or alterations have been incorporated into 
the project which avoid or substantially lessen the 
significant environmental effect as identified in
the final. EIR. Such changes or alteration are 
within the responsibility and jurisdiction of 
another public agency and not the agency making the 
finding. Such changes can and should be adopted by
such other agency. (See agency list at the end of
this section.) 

FACTS SUPPORTING THE FINDING: 

Clearing and grading of the right-of-way will cause short-
term loss and disturbance to existing natural communities. The 
final EIR found construction could result in significant adverse 
impacts to a sensitive Saltbush Scrub vegetation community in the 
San Joaquin Valley, and riparian habitats associated with
watercourses crossed by the route. Other vegetation impacts are 
related to permanent displacement of disturbed non-sensitive 
vegetation by the regeneration stations and cable placement in
undisturbed non-sensitive grasslands crossed by the route. In 
general, direct impacts to wildlife were found to be insignificant 
because many animal species would be expected to quickly repopulate
the .construction corridor following restoration. To facilitate the 
recovery process, the final EIR recommends the mitigation measures 
presented below. These measures would mitigate impacts related to:
construction in biologically sensitive areas, temporary disturbance 
to a sensitive vegetative community, permanent displacement of non-
sensitive vegetation, clearing of non-sensitive grassland, and 
construction in riparian areas. Specifically, the final EIR 
states: 

3.7.2.2 Biological Resources 

1) The project will designate a Project Biologist who
will identify and flag sensitive biological
resources and will be on site in all biologically 
sensitive areas to ensure avoidance of impacts to 
these resources by all construction activities. The 
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asd 9MBD Ens Project Biologist will also be responsible for 
To1 93sareqmos o:ensuring that mitigation measures are correctly
of the noits susvimplemented. The Project Biologist will be selected
-flow to inamso and compensated by WIG. The Project Biologist must 
19"it! nolacena be approved by the staffs of the california State 

. . .:2:1 6/: Lands Commission (SLC) and the California Department
of Fish and Game (CDFG) prior to field deployment. 
The Project Biologist will have authority to stop
construction in the event compliance measures are 

not adhered to properly. 

Effectiveness: The Project Biologist will have the 
authority to ensure that all mitigation measures to
protect biological resources will be implemented in the 
field. This measure will ensure that construction 
related impacts to known biological resources and to 
biological resources identified during construction will
be insignificant. 

2) Forty-four (44) acres of Saltbush Scrub vegetative 
community temporarily disturbed by construction in 
the San Joaquin Valley between Wheeler Ridge
(Milepost 90) and Coalinga (Milepost 215) will be 
compensated for at a 1.1:1 ratio or 49 acres total. 
One gallon saltbush (Atriplex polycarpa or other 
species to match species in the area where removal 
occurs) will be planted in the fall following 
construction. Protection, such as a wire cage, will 
be provided for two years following planting in 
order to ameliorate excessive predation by rodents 
and lagomorphs. 

3) 0.5 acres of grassland permanently disturbed by
construction of the regeneration facilities will be 
compensated for at a 1.1:1 ratio or 0.55 acres
total. 

Effectiveness: During construction in Saltbush Scrub 
areas, ROW clearing will be limited to trimming and 
crushing whenever possible. The ROW will be located 
adjacent to existing disturbed areas (e.g., roads and 
railroads) wherever possible. These measures will reduce 
the amount of Saltbush Scrub vegetation removed, and will 
enhance recovery by not disturbing root systems.
Saltbush Scrub vegetation will resprout after 
construction and expedite habitat recovery on the ROW, 
thus reducing temporary loss of habitat to an 
insignificant level. 
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The : california Department " of Fish and Game has
recommended these replacement values to compensate for 

"the short-term loss of Saltbush Scrub vegetation and to 
- 12SC E .. compensate for the permanent displacement of non-

sensitive grassland. This habitat compensation further 
minimizes the significance of any vegetative losses. 

5) Topsoil would be retained along route segments during 
construction and would subsequently be reestablished
following line placement to aid in revegetation. 
Disturbed areas would be revegetated using local seed 
sources and species compatible with these location.
Seeding would be initiated when seasonal or weather 
conditions are most favorable and would be done by 
drilling, broadcasting, hydroseeding or hydromulching. 

Only grass species adapted to local soil and climatic 
conditions would be used in reseeding applicable areas. 
Generally, these would be a non-native species mix compatible 
with the resources disturbed. However, a native perennial 
grass species such as Stipa will be considered for two areas 
of native grassland that will be disturbed by the placement 
of new pipe (Mileposts 48.1-48.2, 73.3.-73.7). The Project
Biologist will assess the various affected areas and prepare 
revegetation prescriptions for each regeneration station site
and applicable route segment. These prescriptions will be
submitted to the appropriate resource agency for review and 
approval before implementation. 

Effectiveness: Revegetation will restore these areas to 
preconstruction conditions. These areas are not sensitive 
habitat locations and impacts will be insignificant after 
revegetation is complete. 

7) Trees in the oak savanna woodlands along Warthan Creek 
and Lewis Creek (Mileposts 227. 1-240.1) will be avoided
by all construction activities. The Project Biologist
will monitor these activities. 

8) Construction activities, including cable placement, must
be restricted to the existing dirt road in the Gabilan 
Creek area (Milepost 317-320) to avoid riparian habitat. 
The Project Biologist will monitor all construction 
activities to ensure compliance with this mitigation 
measure. 

9 ) Construction activities in the Warthan/Lewis Creek area
(Mileposts 227.1-240.1) and the Gabilan Creek area 
(Milepost 317-320) will not be conducted in the following 
timeframes: 
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new 10 . palgibi prom Marchingsed June dived avoid impact to bird
Baipolola Fbet nesting activities in the riparian areas.

blovs of tow oo sis assis Ydivides noidouidanoo 
The Project Biologist will monitor these areas
during these timeframes to ensure compliance with
this mitigation measure. 

Effectiveness: The applicant has agreed to avoid direct 
impacts by locating the proposed cable to avoid trees in 
riparian areas. The scheduling of construction activities to 
avoid any indirect impacts to wildlife nesting in the riparian 
areas and to avoid road rutting or soil displacement, likely 
to occur when these areas are wet, will reduce indirect 
impacts to riparian areas to insignificant. 
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BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES 

IMPACT: "Disturbance of special status"plant and animal species 
.caused by construction. 

FINDING: 2) Changes or alterations have been incorporated into 
the project which avoid or substantially lessen the
significant environmental effect as identified in
the final EIR. Such changes or alterations are
within the responsibility and jurisdiction of 
another public agency and not the agency making the 
finding. Such changes can and should be adopted by 
such other agency. (See agency list at the end of
this section.) 

FACTS SUPPORTING THE FINDING: 

Construction activities could cause direct or indirect 
mortality or a loss of habitat for a species considered to be rare, 
threatened, endangered or otherwise requiring extremely careful
treatment due to their sensitivity and/or critically small 
populations. 

Botanical field surveys were conducted from April 19 through
May 8, 1989, using two endangered plant specialists visiting all 
potential habitats along the route. Seven populations (five
species) of listed rare plants were found in the intensive field 
surveys. Their locations are not in conflict with the proposed 
route. 

During April and May, 1989, qualified sensitive species
specialists conducted field surveys of sensitive wildlife resources 
along the proposed route. Only one Burrowing Owl siting and one
potential Kit Fox den were found along the proposed route during
the field surveys. Their locations are not in conflict with the
proposed route. 

In general, impacts to special status plant and animal species 
will be avoided by construction. However, cable construction
activities could result in significant impacts to special status 
species known to have suitable habitat on or adjacent to the 
proposed route, including: Kern Mallow; San Diego Horned Lizard;
San Joaquin Kit Fox; Tipton's Kangaroo Rat; Giant Kangaroo Rat; and 
the San Joaquin Antelope Squirrel. To ensure avoidance of these 
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species, the final EIR recommends the mitigation measures presented
below, These measures include: construction location 

e restrictions; : monitoring in special status . animal habitats;
restriction of vehicular use in the ROW; and a construction worker 
education program. Specifically, the final EIR states: 

"a: 1 3,.7.2.2 Biological Resources 

6) Just south of Lokern Road in the San Joaquin Valley, 
at Milepost 152, all construction activities, 
including cable placement, must be restricted to the
existing road or read shoulder to avoid known 
populations of Kern Mallow. The Project Biologist
will monitor all construction activities in the area 
to ensure avoidance. 

Effectiveness: Keeping construction activities within
10 feet of the roadway will not impact this known 
population. 

10) The Project Biologist will be present when trenching 
equipment crosses potential habitat for the San
Diego Horned Lizard (Mileposts 34-43 and 62-75). 
The Project Biologist will investigate the area
immediately in front of the cable laying machinery 
as it moves along the route. Project construction 
will be conducted on warm days when lizards will be 
active above ground. 

Should San Diego Horned Lizards be encountered, they will 
be chased away, or removed from the work space to prevent 
any injury to the animals. Any removed animals will be
immediately returned to where they were encountered after
the installation crew has passed. 

A greater risk would be trenching through a burrow
containing a lizard fleeing from nearby ground
disturbance. Should a lizard be encountered along the 
route, the Project Biologist will observe lizard activity 
ahead of the cable-laying operation. Should an 
individual enter a burrow that would be intercepted by 
cable-laying activities, the Project Biologist will have 
the authority to stop the operation until the lizard re-
emerges and leaves the construction zone. 
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to sonsno grill,, The proposed cable passes through San Joaquin Kit
Isloage of (ysi Fox habitat . (Mileposts 84-124). 127-207, 214-229,*262-283, SL40-SL57). one potential san Joaquin Kit

Fox den was found along the proposed route on the 
Sacramento Lateral (Milepost SL40.8) near Livermoread illw asYpors 

uring preconstruction surveys. It' will not be 
effected by the project. f any previously

undetected locations are identified during 
construction by the Project Biologist, they will be 
flagged and avoided in the immediate area while the 
den is in use. Culverts or other man-made 
facilities that are suspected of actively housing 
a kit fox will also be avoided. All potential dens 
will be plotted on construction maps and 
construction personnel will be notified of their 
presence; they will be flagged in the field by the 
Project Biologist. In addition to the on-site 
Project Biologist, construction supervisory 
personnel will be responsible for insuring the 
avoidance of all kit fox dens. If any den closures 
are necessary to permit construction to proceed, 
they will be discussed with CDFG and the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service prior to initiating the
activity. 

12) No burrows suspected of being either those of the
Tipton or Giant Kangaroo Rat (or other sensitive 
fossorial mammals) were found during field surveys. 
However, the proposed cable passes through their 
habitat (Mileposts 134-136, 167-174) . If any are 
found by the Project Biologist prior to 
construction, they will be marked with flagging and 
avoided. 

13) No San Joaquin Antelope Squirrel burrows were 
identified in the field survey. However, the 
proposed cable passes through their habitat 
(Mileposts 84-124, 127-207, 214-229). If the 

Project Biologist observes one of these animals 
using a particular burrow, it will be marked with 
flagging and avoided. 

Effectiveness: These mitigation measures will reduce 
any significant impact to these sensitive species to 
insignificant, if any are located. 

15) Wherever feasible, off-road driving will not be
permitted in areas of sensitive plant or wildlife
habitats. This will be coordinated with the Project 
Biologist. 
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JAX alupsot n62 rouoids zsaa50 Bidso reduce the chance of
. CSS-:S BCfactiveness; 29pose measure WHATmortality) to special
Six nivysot significant, impacts, (incidental species.CON-SOL 
ody no 9uo status plant and animal 

equcation program will beA construction worker offan 
developed and implemented. This program will deal 

with the potential presence of sensitive species inobligation ofthe legalthe, project . area 
construction personnel to avoid impact to them, and
specific mitigation measures designed to avoid or The workerminimize impact to these species. 
education program will also include information on 
the prohibition of firearms, on the construction 
site, limitations on off-road driving. etc. 

Effectiveness: This measure will help in reducing 
impacts to sensitive plants and animals by making workers 
aware of the sensitivities, the reasons for avoidance, 
and the penalties for not avoiding these sensitivities. 
The measure. will also increase rapport between the 
workers and the Project Biologists which will enhance viaimplementationimpact avoidance procedures 
information reporting. 
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TRAFFIC 

IMPACT: Traffic congestions, delays, accidents and public 
inconvenience. 

FINDING: 2) Changes or alterations have been incorporated into
the project which avoid or substantially lessen the
significant environmental effect as identified in
the final EIR. Such changes or alterations are 
within the responsibility and jurisdiction of 
another public agency and not the agency making the 
finding. Such changes can and should be adopted by 
such other agency. (See list of agencies at end of
this section.) 

FACTS SUPPORTING THE FINDINGS: 

The cable will be placed in existing pipe or conduit in urban 
paved streets. Installation of the cable in the existing pipe or
conduit via existing manholes will be accomplished in off-peak
traffic hours such nights or weekends according to the direction 
of the local permitting authority. In rural areas where pipe does 
not exist, new pipe will be placed in the dirt shoulder of the 
road, wherever possible. Construction equipment use of and

The final Ealteration to paved roads would be minimal. 
recommends the following mitigation to reduce traffic related 
impact due to construction equipment use of roads: 

3.7.1.2 Access and Transportation 

2) Construction-related traffic would be restricted to 
the of properroutes approved by agency 

jurisdiction. New access roads or cross-country
vehicle travel would not be permitted unless prior 
written approval was given. Temporary roads used 
by the applicant would be rehabilitated when
construction activities were complete. 

3.7.1.10 Land Uses 

5) The applicant will provide for the safety of the
public using public roads intersecting the proposed
right of way. This will include, but not be limited
to, road detours, barricades for open trenches, and 
flagpersons with communication systems for blasting 
operations. 
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LIST OF AGENCIES HAVING JURISDICTION 
OVER ADOPTION OF RETIGATION MEASURES 

Geology and Soils 

U. S. Bureau of Land Management 
U.S. Forest Service, Angeles National Forest 

california Department of Transportation 
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V LIST OF, AGENCIES, HAVING, JURISDICTION
PTION, OF MITIGATION, MEASURESLOVER, ADOPTION 

;mater. Resources 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

California Department of Water Resources 
California Regional Water Quality Control Board 
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LIST OF AGENCIES HAVING DICTION 
CATION MEASURES 

Biological Resources 

.'S. Bureau of Land Management
U. '. Forest Service, Angeles National Forest 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
U.S. Department of the Army, Corps of Engineers 

California Department of Fish and Game 
California Department of Transportation 

21 
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LIST OF AGENCIES, HAVING, JURISDICTION 
OVER ADOPTION OF LITIGATION, MEASURES 

Traffic 

California Department of Transportation 

Los Angeles County 
Ventura County 
Kern County 
Kings County 
Fresno County 
San Benito County 
Monterey County 
Santa Clara County 
San Mateo County
San Francisco County 
Alameda County 
San Joaquin County 
Sacramento County 

city of Los Angeles
City of Glendale 
City of Burbank
City of San Fernando 
city of Santa Clarita
City of Taft
city of Soledad 
city of San Francisco 
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TADICTION 

OVER ADOPTION CARTON MEASURESOF HITIGHTY 

Cultural Resources 

U.S. Bureau of Land Management
U.S. Forest Service, Angeles National Forest 
U.S. Department of the Army, Corps of Engineers 

california State Historic Preservation Office 
California Department of Transportation 
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LIST OF AGENCIES HAVING WURISDICTION 
OVER ADOPTION OF MITIGATION MEASURES. 

Paleontology 

U.S. Bureau of Land Management 
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Issue 

Climatology 
and 

Air 
Quality 

Geology 
and 
Soils 

-25-

Water 
Resources 

Noise 

07 2.6 

Potential Adverse Impacts 

1. Violation of national 
and state ambient air 
quality standards due 
to construction 
emissions. 

2. Compaction and rutting 
of wet soils. 

3. Soil erosion in sparsely 
vegetated areas. 

4. Soil sedimentation in 
water courses. 

5. Violation of State or 
local noise standards. 

TABLE 1-2 
IMPACT SUMMARY TABLE FOR PROPOSED 

WIG FIBER OPTIC CABLE PROJECT 

significance of
Potential Impact Mitigation Measures 

None -None needed. 

None -Stop construction, 
as necessary, during 
adverse weather. 

None -Rehabilitate/revege-
tate immediately 
following construction. 
Design for proper
drainage. 
Restore to original 
contours. 

-Minimize clearing of
vegetation. 
Use erosion control 
structures, if needed. 
Revegetate using
suitable soil stabilize 
ing mulches and other 
practices. 

None -No construction activi-
ties in flowing streams.

-Cross flowing streams
at existing roads or 
bridges. 

Hone -None needed. 

Significance of 
Effectiveness Residual Impact 

None-Construction. . 
vehicle emissions 
will be negligible. 

-Compaction and None 
rutting of soils 
will be prevented. 

-Soil erosion' will None 

be minimized' *! 

4 

GENCIES AVA 
. . 

None-Soil sedimentation 
and turbidity will
be avoided. 

None-Construction vehicle 
noise levels will be 
short term and inter-

mittent. 



TABLE 1-2 
(CONTINUED) 

Issue 

Biological 
Resources 

Potential Adverse Impacts 

6. Loss or disturbance of 
biological communities
of concern due to 
construction. 

Significance of 
Potential Impact 

Significant 

Mitigation Measures 

-Construction monitor-
ing by Project 
Biologist. 

-Habitat compensation 
of 49 acres of sensi 
tive Saltbush Scrub 
and 0.55 acres of 
non-sensitive grass-
land habitat. 

-Revegetation/reseed-
ing of non-sensitive 
undisturbed grassland. 
-Avoid trees in ripar-
ian areas. 
Avoid Gabilan Creek 

-92- riparian area. 
Restrict construction 
activities in November 
1 to December 31 and 
March 15 to June 15 
timeframe in Warthan/ 
Lewis Creek and Gabi-
lan Creek riparian 
areas. 

Biological 
Resources 

7. Disturbance of special
status plant and
animal species caused 

Significant -Build within 10 feet 
of roadway at Mile-
post 152 to avoid 
Kern Mallow. 

by construction. Construction monitor-
ing by Project
Biologist at follow-
ing mileposts to
avoid following 
species: 

3175 

Significance of 
Residual ImpactEffectiveness 

one-With these mitiga-
tion measures 
implemented and
monitored, adverse 
impacts will be 
reduced to insigni-
ficant 

-With these mitigation None 
measures and others 
that may be required 
by the Biological 
Opinion, adverse 
impacts will be 
reduced to insigni-

ficant. 



TABLE 1-2 
(Continued) 

Issue Potential Adverse Impacts 
Significance of 
Potential Impact Mitigation Measures Effectiveness 

Significance. of
Residual Impact 

7. (Continued) MP 

34-43 
Species. 

San Diego 
62-75 Horned Lizard 
84-124 
127-207 
214-229 
262-283 

San Joaquin 
Kit For 

SL40-SL57 
134-136 
167-174 

Tipton or Giant 
Kangaroo Rat 

84-124 San Joaquin 
127-207 
214-229 

Antelope 
Squirrel 

-LZ- -Restrict off-road 
driving. 
Conduct a construction 
worker education 
program. 

Land 
Use 

8. Conflict with local, 
State and Federal 
agency land use plans. 

None -All existing structures 
maintained at or re-
turned to existing 
conditions. 

-The project is 
compatible with
existing land 
uses. 

None 

visual 
Resources 

CALLAT PAGE 

9. Conflict with national or 
scenic areas or cause a 
visual contrast. 

None -Regeneration stations 
painted to blend with 
surrounding area. 
-Cable is underground.
-Ground disturbance by 

-No visual impact
will occur. 

None 

HOBE 

construction will be 
rovegetated. 
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Issue 

Traffic 

Socio-
economics 

-87-
Cultural 

Resources 
(Archaeology 
and 

Historic) 

CAEN AT PAGE 

Ethnography 

3:77 

Potential Adverse Impacte 

10. Traffic congestion,
delays, accidents and 
public inconvenience. 

11. Significant demand
for housing and 
infrastructure. 

12. The loss or distur-
bance of sites 
eligible for the 
NRHP. 

13. Conflicts with 
features of ethno-
graphic importance 
and the cultural 
heritage of Native 
American groups. 

Significance of 
Potential Impact 

None 

None 

Significant 

None 

TABLE 1-2 
(Continued) 

Mitigation Measures 

-Construction timing 
and equipment travel
routes conducted per
direction of local 
permitting agency.
No paved street 
disturbance. 

-Construction in off-
peak traffic times.
-Safety features such 
as flagmen. 

-None needed. 

-Intensive field survey
of route to identify 
and avoid all archae 
ological and historic 
sites. 
Construction monitor-
ing in areas in close 
proximity to known
sites. 

-Sites found during 
construction will be 
avoided or mitigated. 

-Contact made with 
Native American 
Heritage Commission. 

Effectiveness 

-Traffic will not 
be significantly 
affected. 

No impact due to
limited (30 maxi-
mum) number of 
workers. 

-With these mitigation 
measures, cultural 
resources will not 
be significantly 
impacted by the 
project. 

"Native American 
groups will be
included in plan-
ning and mitiga-
tion measures to 
ensure minimal 
conflict if any 
sites are 
encountered 

Significance of 
Residual Impact. 

None 

None 

None 

.None 



TABLE 1-2 
Continued 

signific ace of 
Significance of Residual' ImpactEffectiveness 
Potential Impact Mitigation Measures 

IBAUO Potential Adverse Inpasts Non-With these miti--Avoidance ofSignificant
Paleontology 14. Loss or disturbance of Mckittrick Brea gation measures,

adverse impactssignificant paleonto- Pits. will be reducedlogical resources. -Construction to insignificant.monitoring in 
sensitive areas. 

VGUE 

-62-

HOUS 

SAFE 
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