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RECEIPT OF ‘A "NOTICE OF PROPOSED USE OF
STATE LANDS! ‘PROVIDED- FOR BY. THE "MEMORANDUM OF
UNDERSTANDING BETWEEN: THE DEPARTMENT OF WATER RESOURCES
AND THE STATE LANDS GOMMISSION

BACKGROUND ; On September 26, 1979, the State Lands
‘ ‘Comnission approved a Memorandum of

Understanding, effective October 19, 1979,
between the Department of Water Resources ang:
State Lands Commission. It provides for use of
State lands for either the Central Valley
Project or the State Water Resources -
Development System. Under Lhe Memorandum of
Understanding, the Departmient of Water
Resources provides State Lands Commission wilh:

a "Notice of Proposed Use of ‘State Lands",

CURRENT SITUATION:
Based on the Memorandum cE:Understanding, the

Department of Watepr Resources has submitted. a
"Notice of Proposed Use of State Lands" to
staff, aduising of their intent to drill 12
geologic test holes in the tide and submerged
lands. of Montezuma Slough, Solano County.,

30 to 100 foot test ‘holes are necessary
preparatory to development of a boat lock
control structure at the site. This project
will be a part of the State ‘Jater Resources
Development System. Staff has reviemwed the
test plan and determined that no restrictions
or limitations are needed from State Lands
Commission. An Environméntal Impact Report was
prepared. for the total Rroject by Department .of
Water Resources and a Notice of Determination

was filed on April 11, 1984,
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Project Title
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80032322
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.  ‘Solano County, :Suisun
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'~.The )oncv

una Slough Comtrol SCﬂULCde»aﬂd Access Road-.acn a portion of a Plan
of Rrotec: foa for the Suisun %an sh, developed in résponsd to Ducdision 1485 of
‘thé S:ate Water Resources Control Board., The Plan of Protection will ba Lup 2=
-cntcd in. p!dses. The later phases are indefinite .at chié‘clHE, and théir
implene1 ation will depbnd onobﬁe-resolutton of a number of issues and led the
nonxto ing and evaluaticn of the carl y phasiés,

'0
.

" Ihc Department of Water Resources, acting ds lead agency; has decxded to

-construct tha Montezunma Slough Control ‘Structurc and: Access .Road! and ‘bas' aa,e
the following Determinations concerniag Lhac dec¢ision: i :

Buildingz. the coatrol structure: and access road will be a key step toward
implercantieg the Suisun Marsh Plan of Protection. . :

The Montezuza Slough Control Stiuctute and Access Road itself will not ‘havsz

s significant adverse effect on the eavironment,

A progran £IR was prepa.ed and certhxed for the Plan of PrOCectxon

‘pursuant to che prov1sxan¢ .of the Califoraia Environmental Qualicy aAct.
*The Overall Plan of Protection wxllkhavu a sxgnxflcaat effect, on the
..environm2nl, nazely the conversion of up to 437 acres .of marsh weclzads to
uplands and open vater chanaels. .

§ s

. -

&,

The Departnant has found that the decxgaon to phase 1mp1e zentiation of the
project ctepreseats s change in the pioject that will subscaatlalﬁv ziviga
the significane, effect of converting up to h\7 acres of marshiaad to
uplands and open water chaanels. The iphasing will allow the Nadita: an
the vildlife populations to adjust to jacrymentzl changes -efqre addit
changes acre made. Further, the phasxnv'u’ll {avolve nonitoring the qe
~of ‘early phases and possibly alnerxngfplans to lessen the quaatxtv ol
pershland to be converted., The Plan vas developed using a <onsérvative
mathezatical oodel of water flows and coanditions in the Marsh. The
wonitoring =ay shcw that soze later phased of the Plan will not b2 naeded
ﬂo_that some of thé planned construcfion :and marsh conversion gas ‘be:

elizinaced,
ie

& . . 1

Specific mitigation: raasures'arewdxscussed in: the Plan. of Protpetion Suts

vere-qocucaﬁe*, condition. of chefaporovaP of the Montezua Slopbn ‘Coatrot
Structuré and.Access -fpadi becadse:

8. The Yontezumza Slough Control Structuite will ‘have no fignilficaat effacs
oa the enviroacent. The control stripccute inciudes éhny*mitiga;idﬁ ’
measures amgoag its des;an'features fh:.order €6 avoid any $izaifidint

effect;

b. The access road vill not cause .a significans effect on 'the eaviroanc 2nzT;
and : L

'
. i

€. The Department has foudd .that it is idfeasiblé, ws a part of the:
decision to approve the .control structure and access road ito ado:t
specific alternatives or mitigation measures that 'would subssantxa‘ly
lessen the signi€icant eavizoaneatal .effect .of ‘the future piises ¢f the
Plan of Protection. - Adopting alterna;xve§,uy mizigatiion B2asutes is
made infeasible by timing problems. The Jepastment dpes oot yer know
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“ .

with certainty vhich featutres of the Plau i wtll inplésant or
form or design ehie choscn fedtures’ will take. A8 a résuelt; predi
of the effects of those features are imprecise at thig tige, Mi

tion measures or',altg¥native: approaches. to lessen «the effects ca-xf
chosdii as’ part BE tiie: decxaxon. to xmplcnenc speéiltic faa:ures of &

Plaa that causé ‘the ﬂffecCs. At that time, the pro“ablc effe:Cs can Se
predxcted,:nre accurately and altctnatxves or nxtxﬂstxon teasura2s can
be chiosen iof taxlored to the sPecfoc effects. The Dopartmeqc wxll
‘address speczfxc alternatives and’ nxtxzatxon crasuras when caking

deczszons on future ﬂhases of che ?lan of Proteccxon.

6. A statement offoverrrdiﬁg considerations was prepared for the Plan of
Protection. ‘

£

A -copy of the progrza EIR and’ the record of p!OJect approval ody be exanmised.
whe Departoent's Central Rucords, Room‘d88 1&16 ‘Ninch Streét, Sacrazeato.

Date recsivndis fusraﬁiqng
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SUISUN HARSH PLAN OF PROTECTION
STATEMENT OF OVERRIDIN CONGIDLCRATIONS

!

"+ Although the project Plans call for a number of mpasures tc oo

| imslemented to reduce the severity of the effects of copvertisg -
.jmarshlands to open water channels and upland habitat, the conver
. ¢ i sion of up to 437 acres of marshlands wouyld still be a. significant
' iveéffect of the project on the environment. }

i

]
! The Department believes that the environmental and other benef
i, of the project ar2 so great that the conversion of up to 437 ac
“of marshland as mitigated is an acceptable cost of proceeding
> ‘the project. The Plan of Protection and the construction and
-operation of its facilities are designed to protect the brackish
nature of €4é Marsh, chus protecting the aigh biological -
oproductivity and che existing biological communities in the Marsh,
: fu$§e~donversion of up to 437 acres will .2ssure the long-term
.« ‘productivity of the remaining wetlands affected by the project,
. . approximately 45,000 acres. ' 7 T

Ja
ey

~ ° . - . . « - 4 ' { .
. The Deparinment balieves that the conversien of up to 437 acres 1
a small price to pay for baing able to protect the iarsh in

tesponse to Decision 1485 of ‘the State Water Resources'Cdnﬁtdr”‘*
- Board while continuing to export water from the Delta for
agricultural, municipal, and industrial use in many parts of
State. The exports will enable the affected argas to remain
" production, to continue their economic and social viability,

to contribute to the .economy of the State as a whole.

- Yf ‘the State Water Project had to curtail its export of water frox

>, the Delta, the project would have to curtail its delivaries td tle
'cpﬁtracting water districts. The districts in turn would curte

. their deliveries to the water users. The districts that use w&
‘ﬁgyments from the users tc pay the State under thelr contracts
would find their ravenues curtailed and could be unable to maxe
‘their paymants under their ¢Antracts aid may be foreed Zo defaul:t
.on the water districts' bonds.

»
L
-

If the districts were unable to make payments under their water
contracts with the State, part of the funds for payments en &t
1§tate Water Project bonds would have to be ‘taken from the alrzady
‘ overburdened State Ceneral Fund, This would require either a
. » reduction in exvenditures for other State grograms or 4 tax
increase, neither Af which is desirable. Dafaulting on the son<s
_ would cause severe disruption within the districts. Other
. governmental agencies would find that their cest of financing na2w
projects through Honds would increase as investors would regarcd
bonds in California as more risky and would invest in the .bonds
“ohly if a higher interest rate were offered. <Cortinuing the
exports will &void defaults on. bonds and the severe financial
dislocations and fiscal difficulties that would follow.

§

t
Cm on e -
P PO T T
»

H

Sawsy spps o s =%
IMVIIE AL

St Tan 0w e i

PR T
P TR






