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CERTIFICATION OF NEGATIVE DECLARATION

APPLICANT: State Lands Commission

At the May 1980 Commission meeting, the Commission endorsed
4 Timber Management Program for the State school lands

and authorized the Executive Cfficer to solicit bids for
the sale of timber.

The negative declaration being certified was prepared in
conjunction with a limber Harvest Plan for two 40-acre
parcels of State school land, lccated 25 miles due west
of Corning in Tehama County, within Section 4, T25N, R8W,
MDM. The proposed sale involves approximately 1,000,000
board feet of mature, overmature, and smaller suppressed
trees which are infested with insects and disease.

Subsequent to the certification of the negative declaration
a Timber Harvest Plan will be transmitted to the Department
of fForestry for approval. The sale will be advertised,
sealed bids received, and submitted to the Commission for
award of a Timber Sale Contract in May 1982.

AB 884: N/A.

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATON:

1. A negative declaration was prepared
by the Commission pursuant to CEQA
and the State IR Guidelines. The
Commission's staff has found that che
project will not have a significant
effect on the environment.

EXHIBITS: A. Negative Declaration.
B. Site Map.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSION:

DETERMINE THAT A NEGATIVE DECLARATION HAS BEEN PREPARED
FOR THIS PROJECT BY THE COMMISSION AFTER CONSULTATION
WITH RESPONSIBLE AND TRUSTEE AGENCIES.

CERTIFY THAT NEGATIVE DECLARATION NO. 298 HAS BEEN
COMPLETED IN ACCORDANCE WITH CEQA, THE STATE EIR GUIDELINES
AND THE COMMISSION'S ADMINISTRATIVE REGULATIONS, AND
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CALENDAR ITEM NO. C 1 8(contD)

THAT THE COMMISSION HAS REVIEWED AND CONSIDERED THE
INFORMATION CONTAINED THEREIN TOGETHER WITH COMMENTS
RECEIVED DURING THE REVIEW PROCESS.

DETERMINE THAT THE PROJECT WILL NOT HAVE A SIGNIFICANT
EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT.
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© SCHY:

Project Ticle: Valentine Ridge Timber Sale on State-owned Lands.

Project Location: SWk of NWY and the SWY of NE% of Sectica 4, T.25 N., R.8 W.,
M.D.M. in Tehama County, Califormia.

Harvest and sale of approximately 1,000,000 board feet of
mature, overmature, and smaller suppressed trees infested

with insects and disease.

Troject Descripeion:

. .

This NECATIVE DECLARATION is praparad pursuant to the requirements of che
‘California Eavircamental GQuallty Acc [Section 21000 et seq of che Public Resources
Code), cthe Scate EIR Guldelines (Section 15000 et seq, Title 14, of rhe Califomia
Adoinisczracive Code), and the Sczce Lands Commission vegulations (Sectien 2901 et
seq, Title 2, of the Califomis Administrazive Code),

Based upon the attached Inieidal Studies, it has been €ound that:

1[5’ the project will not have a significant effect on the environment. *

v

the attached mitigazion =easures will avoid potentially significant effeces.

Contact Person: Ted T. Fukushima
1807-13ch Screet
Sacramento, CA 95814
(916)322-7813

*Mendocine National Forese responded to the attached Initial Study wich concerns of
?rchvnlngicnl sensicivey in the proiect area.  The Chivo Regional California Archeulogy
SiCe dSurvey Uttice has subsequently recommended a site survey of the State-owned parce.
.+ Therefare, prior to anv timber harvest activity in this area, an on-site survey will be
pecformed by o qualitied archcolopist and appropriate mitigation measures, if necessary,
will he {mpused, .
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INITIAL STUDY
FOR

CALIFORNIA STATE LAIDS COMMISSION

VALENTINE RIDGE TIMBER SALE ON STATE-OWNED LANDS IN THE

SWY% OF THE NW)% AND Sty OF THE NE% OF SECTION 4,

T258, R8W, MDB&M

TEHAMA COUNTY

BY THE
SCHGOL LANDS MANAGEMENT UNIT
LAND MANAGEMENT SECTION
OF THE
DIVISION OF LAND MANAGEMENT AND CONSERVATION

STATE LANDS COMMISSION

CALENDAR PAGE
fINUTE PAGE




I.

-

PROJECT DRRraIpTINN

' The Valeatine Jidge Timb:r Zale 1s a proposal by the
State Lands Cocmmission to hiazrvest approximately 1,000,000
board fuut of mature .ni Yveleature aerchancable ponderosa
plne, suqir pine, Lacanse-celar, white £Lr and Douglas -fir,
aid to construct two new access roads, eacn being one quarter
mile in length (total o. i mile of now conztruction). Smaller,
Suppressed trees infested witn insects and diseases have been
ingluded as a sanitation measure to iamprovae the health and
vigor of the residual stand. This proposed timber sale has
been. designed and prepared on the ground to conform with the
furrent kules and Regulations of Northern Forest District and
the Forest Practice Act of the State of California. This sale
will be harvested under an approvesd Timber Harvest Plan.

This proposed timber sale is located on two 40 acre
parcels located 58 road males (25 miles due west) of Corning,
California. The parcels are described as the SW}4 NWY% and the
SWY Ntk of Section 4, T25N, R8W, MDBA&M. Crane Mills, Paskenta,
California, owns the remaincer of Section 4 and is the nearest
mill which is 37 miles (20 miles of dirt and 17 miles of paved
road) from the two State Parcels. U.S. Forest Service Road
25N01 passes through the westerly parcel and passes about 100
Yards horth of the easterly parcel.

A mutual road right-of-way has bheen discussed on the
ground and will ke developed botween tha State and Crane Mills
for joint access to their Fespective landlocked cwnerships for
timber management purposes.

1. Allow Crane Mills access across the State's
westerly parcel on an existing quarter mile
segment of road south of 25N01.

Allow the State to construct ane quarter mile
of road access to the westerly parcel crossing
one eighth mile of Crane Mills property north
of 25N01 for mutual access to a landing on the
north side of Road 2540). and Valentine Ridge.

Allow the State to construct one quarter mile
of zoad crossing one eighth mile of Crane Mills
property for access to the Shate's easterly
parcel. The final location of this road across
Crane Mills property wil) ba dependent on the
operator's preferred haul route - north to

Red Bluff or south to Paskenta.
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roads will oo blogked upc. coxnplotlion 0 2o,

There arze no blue-lipe streans on this timber sale area,
and all roads will be water barrea pursuast to CAC 935.4
Water bars. The new road ccnstruction does not crass any draws
and no culverts will Dbe needed. Foresters £rom both the State
and Crane t1lls have mutually agreed upon che flagged road
locations winlch are .n cempliance with che MNorthern Forest
Practice Rules and Rugulations as stated in 14 CAC 935.1

Logging Roads.

This timber sale will be a typical summer operation, and
will conform to l4 CAC 935.3 Hanter Period Zroslon Control.

Pimber harvesting will be accomplished by tractor on both
parcels. Cable yarding is not economically feasible on the
wpstern-parcel because of the low density of mwerchatitable trees.
The majority of the eastern parcel is too flat for efficient
cable yarding.

This timber sale was marked under the selection method to
remove mature and overmature rimber (over 140 vears old) and
younger timber mochanicaliy demaged, saverely suppressed, or
infested with diseasa, lnsects, or dwarf mistletoe. The western
parcel is understockad and 362 rrees, 90% of the merchantable
timber, were designated for removal. The majoricy of this
parcel is Dunning Sites iV and V (poor growing sites) and will
be troated pursuant to 14 CAC 1081, b Undarstocked Timberland.
Except for the ridge top, the slopes range from 40% to 70%.

The eastcrn parcel ranges from a Dunning Site II to IV with
che majority of the site 4 Sice III. Scattered mature trees
were salected to leave as seed trees which will be removed after
tae arca has mat stocking requirements pursuant ko 14 CAC 932.7
Raosource Standunpds for Mininum arooking and L4 CAC 933.4 Sead
Troe Motnod. & tew small stanus of. youngers merchantable timbar

o

will be commercially chinned to reduce competition resulting in

a thriftier, heakthivr residaal srand of young timber. Additional
ycanger trees infestod with dis¢oasae or 1nsects or mechanically
damaged were designated for cemoval on a sanitation basis.
Approximately 35% of the merchantable timber on the eastern parcel
will ke removed.
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perform b gre rarat weult for tractor
operations pclor to alantiaT. pated that hand
planting will te acgon: Lichld
and site preparqtion Op a..tlonsd.

ENVIROMENTAL SETTIY

The Valentine Ridge Timber Sale is located on the eastern
fringe of the Coast Range, 25 airline miles west between
Corning and Red Bluff, California, ian Western Tehama County.
This portion of Tehama County consists of large ownersnip
blocks of land being managed by the U.S. Forest Service,
Bureau of Land Management, Louisiatia Pacific and Crane Mills.
Timber is the major economic base for this portion of the
County. Minor uses would include hunting and recreation.

The average annual precipitation for the area is about
30 inches, which is relatively low because the area is on the
east side of the coast range. The elevation of the sale ranges
£rom 5000 to 580C feet.

The soils on the two parcels are "700(ck)" colluvial land
with sedimentarv rock and “820 sheetiron" (medium timber suit-
ability). The soil depth is from one to two feet on slopes
of 30 to 30 percent. actual slopes range from 0 to 70 percent
on the western parcel and N to 50 percent on the eastern parcel.
Observations made on adjacent rroperti2s logged within the last
.Lwo years to areas lcgged during the 1940's indicated ainimal
erosion. One ephemeral Jdraw near the eastern parcel has ro
culvert at the crossing or Rnad 25NOl and ao washing or sediment
deposits were observed at the road. There appear to be no
problems anticipated with the propcsed road construction. No
areas of soil instability or slides were observed on either parcel.

The timter stand consists primarily of old-growth ponderosa
nine, sugar pine, white fir, Douglas-fir, and incense-cedar.
Scrub canyon live oak is the only hardwood on the parcels.
Cther ground cover includes hoary and green leaf manzanita,
mountain white thorn, curreonts, gooscherr:ies, and plackberries.
Considerable old growth wind throws are on the ground a2 .d old
Snags are still standing indicating the overmature trees are
dying out.
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If any ascneolegcet roifacts of potential significance
are uncovered on she sale ared, operations will be stopped
and an archeolcgist consuloed. ..

. There are &0 blue~line streams on this timber sale area.
There is one cphemeral draw in thke southwestern corner of
the eastern parcel. This draw was dry in June and covered
with organic laitter, and no washing was observed.

Wildlife hay been obsarved on the parcels, specifically
small numbers of deer and rcdents. Hawks and buzzards were
observed scaring overhead, put the sites do not support the
variety of plant species needed to provide a suitable habitat
for a wide variety of wildlife. .

_ Access to the sale are2 is from Forest Service Road 25NO01
which may be reached from either Red Bluff or Corning. 2cdi-
tional access to the parcels will) be by constructing one guarter
mile access roads to each parcel, partially through Crane Mills
property. There is one existing road on the western parcel
which will afford access to the south half of the western parcel.

REGTONAL SETTING

-

. The State's two parcels are in Western Tchama County on
the eastern fringe of rhe Coast Range. This regional setting
js and has alwavs been one of logging and mining. The private
lands asscciated with this area are usually in large blocks
devoted to mining or timber and watershed management. Private
timber lands are -oned os timber preserve zones in Tehama
County. The unzoned parcels belong to the
Federal Govarnment, specirfrcally the U.S.F.S. and B.L.M., who
are cuprantly administlizing their lands under approved Timber
and Watgrshed Management plans.
. . . "
The harvesting of timber from the State's two parcels 1is
compatible with the currcnt mansgement plans of both pravate
ipdustry and the U.S.F.S. and the B.L.M. private industry
{neludes holdings by Louisiana Pacifieq, Diamend International,
Crane Mills, cormander Industries, apnd Security lst National
Bank has large mineral holdings in the area.

.
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Raad Milding,.  The auv roed construction will have
SOme wiiutt OR R 0. and vescbatuon on «hn arca.
The coudo wWilil Lu e etucted wish & bulldozer oY
the cut and f1ll actnwi. The veqguetatloan affected
will bo ccatterei crunh and a few small conifers.
The majority of tne larcer conifuers ace marked for
removal. Mo culverts are nocded on either road
gince no draws are crossed and 4.S.F.S. Road 25001
has no culverts above or nelow the intended new
coisyruction.

Mitigation. The new r-3d construction to the eastern
parcel will ke on a 15% grade to minimize road
construction length, tO recuée soil movement, and
reduce 1mpact upon Road 25N01 by separating the two
roads faster by using a scteeper gradienc. Yew road
construction will be sinyle lane roads to minimize
soil and vegetation disturbance. Upon sompletion

af use, all acesss roads from 25N01 will be water

barred and grass seeded for slope stabirlization.

toaging. Logging will be done by crawler tractor
which will result in surface soil disturbance and
removal of the scattered overstory on the western
pacvcel and the majority of the overstory on the
ecastern parcel. Since the soils are porous, the
molsture £rom snow melt will penetrate rapidly, but:
there will not be additional ground runoff within
the parcels. Thire will be additional c¢roupd water
accumulation bilow State ownership creatag by increased
ground water surfacing further downhill on other
ownerships. This effect will be minimal due to the
location of the parcels on top of the ridge and lack
of well defined drainages on State land. As the
reproduction becomes established and starts to grow,
transpiration will increase and the moisture regime
will again approach stab:ilization.

There will ke a temporary animal habitat disruption
ereated by logging which will forc2 wildlife to
relocate off of 30 acres of the eastern parcel and
20 acres of the western parcel. This will last for
approximately -five years. :

The overstory un the western parcel is heavily infested
with dwarf mictietoe. 3y removing the wnfested over-
story, 1t s anticipated thac the intensity of dwaréf
mistletoe on the parcel will be greatly reduced.
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A hueavy selective cut on the castesn parcel will
result 1n Leaving afut fonr o aid tiees por acre
where these L4 preseatly no reguenecation.  The only
Snags markueu for ruuoval are within 300 feet of the
ridge top, 200 feetc from & oad 25491, 127 100 feot
frea accunn reads o Sstatues wned lun.s to conform
with 14 CAC 917.1 soig DischAnal and Lo:tertion.

After lo;jing, mesacaical and hand side preparation
will bd pecformed =o estublisn grounc suitable to
plant ccrnifcrs to ceforest the logged areas té conform
with 14 CAC 932.7 Resourca Standards for Minirum
Stocking.

Mitication. Understocked openings created by logging
will be artificially regenerated upon completion of
logging and site preparation and burning operations.

The planting stock used will be from the same elevational
secd zone. t is anticipated that natural regeneration
will also become established from the seed trees after
site »reparation work has been accomplished.

Bud Pyshora (Department of Fish and Game, Redding,
California) stated that no rare or endancered species
have been observed con either parcel and that these
parcels are toc high in elevation for significant
importance as wildlife habitat. Snag disposal along
ridge tops and roads will conform to 14 CAC 937.1
Snag Disposal and Retention. All other snags-will be
left for wildlife purposes.

The use of natural resources by the project (fuel,
displacevent, etc.) are minimal, but irretrievable.

The project will not result in measurable increase
in demand for public services.

BETERENCES AMD PERSONS CONTACTED.

-
-

This study was prepared by Registered Professional Foresters
on tae staff of the State Lands Comnmlssion. Also consulted:
L. Keith Crusmer, Disirict Ranger

Corning Ranger District, U.S. Forest Service

P. 0. Box 1019 .

22000 Corning Road

Corning, California 96021

Terey Gikson, Sales Preparation Forester
Corqxn; Adnger dwstract, U.S. Forest Service
{Address same as above)
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Tom Heasy, Stlviealzuo,

[ R ]

Cornineg ranger striet, V.3,
{AGUTLLL wuilQ i bVt

Bob Ranmircwe..
Corning; ann
(Address snne as

Bud Pyshora

Department of Fish and Game
Wildlife Management Section
P. 0. Box 1490

Redding, California

Bob Hughes, Forester
Crane Mills

P. 0. Box 313
Corning. California
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