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PROSPECTING PERMIT FOR MINERALS
OTHER THAN OIL, GAS AND GEOTHERMAL
KERN COUNTY

APPLICANT: Mr. Carl Austin
Route 1 - Box 240
Inyokern, California 93527

TYPE OF LAND AND LOCATION:
School Land - Section 36, T28%S, R4OE,
SBB&M, Kern County, less than % mile to
the east of Highway 395 and approximately
5 miles north of the town of Johannesburg.

PROPOSAL: Hain objective is to determine whether
the subject section contains sufficient
disseminated placer gold to support a family
run dry placer gold mining operation. Should
results of the exploration be positive,
the project is not anticipated to return
any substantial amount of income to the
applicant, but is -designed to be a family
project to give summer employment to the
applicants' sons, and possibly allow them
to earn some money to defray their collcege
expenses.

METHOD OF EXPLORATION:

Using small dry washer equipment and hand
tools, a carefully planned systematic sampling
rogram of the area will be conducted and

a detailed map prepared. Sampling will

be directed to the fanglomerate gravels

and washes. The concentrate from the dry

wash will be wasbed and if productive,

weighed and recotded.

PREREQUISITE TERMS:
i. Required statutory filing fee, and
expense deposit have been submitted
by the applicant.

Subject parcel is not known to contain
a commercially valuable deposit of
minerals.
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CALENDAR ITEM Ne.C 18 (contn)

3. Royalty payable under any preferential
lease issued shall be as follows:

(a} 10% of the gross value of all
mineral production, less any processing
and transportation charges as
incurred by the lessee and approved
by the State, or less any such
charges made for any mineral concen-
trates sold to a mineral processing
or reduction works.

10% of the gross sales price for

all mineral production sold other

than to a smelter or mineral reductiom
works.

APPROVALS OBTAINED:
Pursuant to Section 6890 of the Public
Resources Code, the subject permit appii-
cation has been approved by the Office
of the Attorney General as te compliance
with applicable provisions of the law.

The Commission staff in accordance wich
Article 10, Section 2905(%) of the Cal.

Adm. :Code, has conducted an initial study

and has determined that the project wiil

not have a significant effect on the environ-
ment. Therefore, in compliance with Section
2905(c) of the Cal. Adm. Code, a Negative
Declaration was prepared and filed: with

the State Cleariaghouse.

The Negative Déclaration was circulated

on Qctober 17, 1980, to responsible agencies
and agencies having jurisdiction by law.

No adverse comments were ieceived to the
initial study.

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION:
1. This project ¥s situated on State land
which has nocu been classified as possessing
significant environmental values.

Pursuant to Public Resources Code Section
6895, the applicant would have a prefer-
ential right to a lease for a maximum

of 160 acres embraced within the permit.
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CALENDAR ITEM NO.m 1 8 (CONTD)

Maximum acreage under this permit would
be 144+ acres.

EXHIBITS: A. Locatidom Map. B. Negative Declaracron.
IT 1S RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSION:

1. DETERMINE THAT AN EIR HAS NOT BEEN PREPARED FOR THIS
PROJECT BUT THAT A NEGATIVE DECLARATIDN HAS BEEN PREPARED
BY THE COMMISSION STAFF.

CERTIFY THAT THE NEGATIVE DECLARATION NO. 279 HAS BEEN
COMPLETED IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE CALIFORNIA ENVIRONMENTAL
QUALITY ACT, AS AMENDED, AND THE PROVISIONS OF TITLE 14,
CALIFORMIA ADMIVISTRATIVE CODE, CHAPTER 2, AND THAT

THE COMMISSION HAS REVIEWED AND CONSIDERED THE INFORMATION
CONTAINED THEREIN.

DETERMIME THAT THE PROJECT WILL NOT HAVE A SIGNIFICANT
EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT.

DETERMINE THAT THE LANDS DESCRIBED IN THE PERMIT ARE
NOT KNOWN TO CONTAIN COMMERCIALLY VALUABLE DEPOSITS
OF MINERALS.

AUTHORIZE THE ISSUANCE OF THE PROSPECTING PERMIT TC

CARL AUSTIN FOR A TERM OF 2 YEARS, FOR ALL MINZRALS

OTHER THAN OIL, GAS AND GEOTHEn4A’ RESOURCES ON SECTION 36.
T28%S, R4OE, SBB&M KERN COUNTY, APPROXIMATELY 144 ACRES;
IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE STANDARD FORM OF PERMIT. ROYALTY
PAYABLE UNDER ANY PREFERENTIAL LEASE ISSUED UPON THE
DISCOVERY OF COMMERCIALLY VALUABLE DEPOSITS FOR ANY

AND ALL MATERIALS, EXTRACTED. OR REMOVED FROM SAID PREMISE
FOR SALE OR STOCKPILING SHALL BE 10% OF :GROSS VALV"

OF ALL MINERAL PRODUCTION, LESS ANY PROCESSING AXND
TRANSPORTATION (,1ARGES AS INCURRED BY THE LESSEE AND
APPROVED BY THE STATE, OR LESS ANY SUCH CHARGES MADE

FOR ANY MINERAL CONCENTRATES SOLD AT A MINERAL PROCESSING
OR REDUCTION WORKS; 10% OF THE GROSS SALES PRICE FOR

ALL MINERAL PRODUCTION SOLD OTHER THAN TO A 3SMELTER

OR MINERAL REDUCTION WCRKS.
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EXHIBIT "A"
W~ 40197

APPLICATION FOR A PROSPECTING
PERMIT

€B=cmion 36, T.28 72 5., RADE. DB EM

BY
MR, CARL F. AUSTIN

KERN COUNTY
SCALE §:24000
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STATE OF CAUFORNIA

. S-;ATE LANDS COMMISSICHN 'EXECUTIVE OFFICE

) 1807 - 13th Street
KENNETH CORY, Zontroller P Saerstranto, Califomiz: 55314
& XE CURB, Licutenant Goverror . i
ARY ANN GRAVES, Directer cf Finance :T. \"\ S WILLIAM F.NORTHRQ?P
4& ‘:-"&’.J' \\_‘2 N : Exocutive Oficor
Sy 5

EDMUND G. 3ROWN JR., Govermor

EIR KD: 279
Fiie Refs: W L0197

SCH MNo.: 30100954
NEGATIVE BECLARATION .

[/ 7Final

Project Tit.e: Prospecting Permit fcr Gold

Project Locati-n: Lots 1, 2, 3, and 4, Section 36, T.28% 5., R.40 E.,
M.D.M., Kern Zounty approximately 5 miles north of Johamnesburg.

Project Descriptior: The project will
shoveling a m:asured number of
hand panning .and weighing t

consist of sampling the gravel by
shovels fuil into a dry washer then
he resulfant concentrate if a-_.,

This NEGATIVE DECLARATION %s prepared pursuant to the requirements of the
California Eavironmantal Quality Act (Secticn 21000 et. seq. of the Public
Resources Code), the State EIR Guidelines (Section 15000 et. seq., Titie 14,
°f the California Administrative Code), and the State lLands Commission regula-
tions (Section 2901 et. seq., Title 2, of the California Administrative Code).

¢ : -
b
B sed upon the attached Initial Study, it dds. be-en found that:

X/ the project will not have a significant effecét on the ep¥ironment.

[_/ the attached mitigatio. measures will avoid potentially significant effects.

Contact Person: Tad PT. Fukushima

State Lands Commission
1307-13¢th Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

(916)322-7813
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File Ref.: W 40Ly7

SCH No 801-00934

INITIAL STUDY

FROJECT AND ITS LOCATION

an application has been made to the State 2ands Commission to Dros-
pect for placer gold on flection 36, T. 253% S., R. 40 E., M.D.B.& e
some 146 acres, by Dr. carl F. Austin. geologisc currently employed
by the Navy at China Lake. Section 36 is situated less than ¥
mi.le to the east of Highway »35 approximately 5 miles north of
Johannesburg. The section does not appear on the current El
Paso Peak Quaclrangle, the plat of resurvey being dated January 15,
1978.
The applicant nas five claims adjacent to the Wk of the section on
M lands, known 2s the Gulden Jubilee claims 1 through 5 and
accordingly has named his prospect on State lands the &olden
Jubilee.

2. STATEMEMT OF TEE OBJECTIVES SOUGHT BY THE PROPOSED PROJECT

The main okjective is to make aa evaluation of the placer gold
potential of the subject parcel, however, equally as important,
i+ should be roted that the project is not anticipated to return
any degree o: income to the applicant, but is designed to be a
family project to primarily give summer employment to applicant's
sons and possibly allow them to earn some money to defray their

college expenses.
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STATEMENT OF TEE OBJECTIVES SOUGHT BE THE PROPQSED PROJECT _{CONT iy}

To help make thkis project feasible, a carefully planned systematic
sampling progrzm of the¢ area will be .conducted and 2 detailed map
prepared to determine whether or not the subject area contains
sufficient disseminated placer jold to support a family type

gold placer mirning operation, using dry washer eguipr:nt together
with hand and small machine tools.

GENERAL DESCRIVTICN OF THE PROJECT

The potential :or deposits of placer gold consists of small linealr
~ones located :in caliche horizons withih~3artially dissected
flanglomerate deposits (older gravels) and small linear zoOnes

on the floors of present day dry washes cutting :across and
exposing these caliche horizons.

The prospecting zrogram will consist of sampling the Zanglomerate
gravel by shoveling ap a2 measured number of shcvels full into a
dry washer ({small poriable, Lome fabricated concentrating device)
and then hand panning and weighing the resultant concentrate if
any. The sampling of the caliche-gravel areas will be done on a
grid basis, wkile the dry wash areas will be samp” ed on a linear
basit. 'fhere th: bedrock is crossed by active washes samples will
be taken from small narrow txenches. Sample spacings. will ke
approximately 100 feet, dropring to 50 feet if and when any

values are encountered.
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GENEPRAL DESCRIPTICN OF THE F".OJE.‘CT’ (CONT'D)

In all the sampling, the amount of material removed will amount to
cnly a few cub.c feet of gravel which will be run through the dry
washer and then returned to the sample area. Where caliche or other
false bedrouck Ls elcounzered, the surface will be vacuumed. Where
pedrock is crossed by active dry washes the bedrock joints wi’l be
vecuumed and picked te determine if gold is present. Sample results

will be plotted on a map to determine the distribution value, if

any. 1In the event a calizne zone of importancée is found a port-

able mechanical seismic method (sledge and plate) will be used to
trace the caliche beneath the suxface.

all sample points will be backfilied and marked with a smal:i stake.
The work can cnly be perZfcrmed in summer and fall wher: the surface
is drv and amenable to the use of a dry washer.

2gain the project is designed to be a family project, the applican:
antircipates that should workable values be fornd, it would keep

his two teenage sons occupied for 4o full sunmmers. If they can
recover gold at a rate of $5.00- an hour, they can help defray their
school expenses. If gold becomes stablized at or near today's
record levels, the goal of achieving $5.00/hour with a dry washer
becomes geologically possible and worth the evaluation effort.

The iu:tial exploration program wiil probably involve 2 to 4 people,
using for the most part hand tools and possibly a miniatuze end
loader such as a Clarxk Minibobcat. No- structures will be constructed
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT (COMT'D}

and existing trails and roads will be used for transporting all
equipment.

If 2 lease is requested as a result -of the expldration program,
the applicant upon his retirement will continue the operaticon with
#he help of his wifé and sons when available, supplemented by
hiring local t.eenagers. 2an additional environmental impact repoxt
would be prepired to cover such production vhase in detail.

DESCRIPTION Q1?7 THE ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING

REGIONAL SETT. HG:

The area is for the most part open desert with no public projects.
It is of moderrate relief (100 to 300 feet), readily accessable fiom
Highway 395, :tberefore, popular with tine motorcyeclists and the
ORV's, as 1is :zvidenced by the mahy existing trails, though some
are from earlier prospecting. The area has besn prospected for
gold as early as 1893 and prospecting has continued intermittently
to the present time. However, no production has been recorded £for
this area that lies north cf the Raadsburg and Johannesburg areas
and south of the Rademacher Mining District. Most of the reported
prospects were placer types, probably most active during the
depression era of the 1930's. Currently, prospecting in the area
is primarily conducted by weekenders. Some parts of the area

have been used for grazing in the past, but no such use has been

noted in the last five vears.

- T
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LOCAL SETTING:

The west boundary of Section 36 is less than % mile east of Highway

395. ZLocated on the southern flank of the Summit Range, the
average elevation is 3300 feet above mean sea level. The surface
area is typical of the northern portion of the western Mojave
Desert with extensive cover cf perrenial creosote brush and
scattered annuals, depending on the rainfall for a particular

year. Because of its nearness to the highway the area is very

popular with the motorcycle advocates, as evidenced by the many

A B BB TIPS, AT U Vi

trails that cross the area and apparently.is used on occasion

for organized races. Weekend hobbyists have pumerous small placer
claims in the general area. There is no existing commercial
development within several miles of the area, and there is no
development in the adjacent area, evcept for the applicant's
mining claims on the adjacent BLM land.

Reference is made in the literature (Kern Cc. Report CDMG) to the
Summit Placer claims which were made up of mumerous hcidings in
Sections 1, 1.2, and 6, 7. 29 S., R. 40 E., M.D.B.& M. These
claims were briefly described. The most extensive holding

were in Sections 1, 12, but the main diggings were in Section 6.
No production was reported. The claims appear to have been worked

during the 133C's.

CALENDAR PAGE
IMINUTE PaGE

N 2




DESCRIPTION OF THE ZNVIRONMENTAL SETTING (CONT'D)

T

Principal source of gold was reported as being in the reworked older
alluvium, some 2 to 10 feet thick, containing 35¢ to $1.00 worth

of gold per cubic yard, however, there is no‘reported proftuction.
Section 36, some 146 acres was orginally a part cof the north end of
Section 1. "The surface is partially covered by a Pleistocene
fanglomerate that may contain traces of placer gold on the zones
of false bedrack such as caliche horizcns. Most of the surface

1s covered by Plioczne volcanics with a small outcrop of Miocene:
sandstone. Where crossed by active present day washes these
bedrock outcrop areas will be prospected for localized accumulations
of placer goid in the joints and bedding plane openings.

Tilly €. Barlung, Natural Resources Management Specialist made

a study of tte area and reported no sensitive, i.e., rare,
threatened@ or endangexed floral or faunal species is known to
present on this parcel. A summary of her study has been made a
part of this initial study and is as follows:

SUMMARY

Environmenta.. Analysis Record -~ Sensitive Species Golden Jubilegée
Prospect

»The parcel under consideration is located in the northern Majave
Nesert of California at approximately 3,300 feet mean sea level,

It can be classified as a Creosote Bush Scrub Community. #he

deminant plant species being Creosote Bush (Larrea tridenta#a).

—-G- -
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SUMMARY (CONT'D}

Vegetative cover is sparse, approximately 30%. Past and present
uses of this land which include organized off-road events, casual
off-road recreation, sheep grazing, prospecting and miping, have
disturbed no less tnan one-half of the surface, exclusive of
acti e washes. Washes are used as throughways in the general
area as well asi on Section 36. MNc sensitive plant species (rare,
threatened or endangered) are known to be present on Section 36
or its immediae vicinity.

Native wildlifiz in the area are limited by the availability of

water and food, Coyotes (Canis latrans), bobcat (Lynx rufus)

propably hunt in the area. The majority of the wildlife pcpulafion
consists of lagomcrphs and rodents. Black-tailed hares (Leous

Caelifornicus)are fregquently seen. Burrows indicate numerous

fossorial rodents in the area, probably kangaroo rats (Dipodomys

sP.}. mice (Peromvscus sp.), and pocket mice (Perognathus sp.).

.

Also observed were several wood rat (Neotoma lepida) workings.

It is also likely that desert kit fox (Vulpes maroctis sp.) and

{1

badgers (Taxiclea taxus) are resident.

No rare, threirtened or sndangered faunal species are known .to be

present on this parcel.{z)

- .
-

It should be noted that this region is distant from the habitat of the:--epdzngeresd
San Joaquin kit fox (V.M. mutica) and separated by the physiographic barriexr

of the Sierra Nevada. B . - .

Within the genexzal region, &.g., 20 square miles, there may be Mojave-grcund
squirrels {Sperrophilus mohavensis)or desert tortoises \. pherus agassizi),

both classed raze By the falifornia Department of Eash and Garo. However, tle
prefexxed foed rlants for the Mojave ground squirrels, atriplexew, are not
present on Seccion 38; and the elevation is at the upper liits o1 the range

for desert Zortoisesg. Additionally, the. térxain is net tha

toxtoises cor their burrows.
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SESCRIPTION OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL SETTING {(CONT'D)

SUMMBRY
The level of eifort described for the proposed project will create
minimal additional disturbance ¢ native plants or wil@life, The

prircipal discurkance will be motorized ancess where thers is no

existing reoed c¢r txrail. Destruction, 6eféﬁgation or,sevé:e
pruning ¢f shriuus can be mitigated by avoiding them. Thié s;rate§y
wil} zlso mininize the likelihood of crushing fosscrial animals

in their burrows since the majority of burrows are around the
bases of the l:rge shrubs. ‘Géneral mitigation to seedling shxubs
can be effecteé by the avoicznce of wearing in additional roads

or trails by repeazed travel.

As described, the proposed project will not create long-rahge,
irreversible damage to the plant or wildlife communities on.
Section 3&, T. 28% S., R. 40 E., M.D.B.& M., Kern Countv. Minor
disturbance to the surface will recover after .annual rainfall.

No sensitive, i.e., rare, threatened or endangered floral or faunal
species is known tc he present on this parcelf'

The ciultural rescurces potential of the subject area was checked by
Carolyn A. Sherphexrd, Cualtural Resources Specialist. She summed up
her findings as follows:

The parcel under ccnsideration is lécated on Section 36, T. 28% s.,
R. 40 E., M.D.B.& M., Kern County, California. Cn July 15, 1980

I coaducted a surface investigation for the presence of cultural
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DESCRIPTION OF TIiE ENVIRCHMENTAL SETTING (CONT'D)

SUMMARY

resources on the subject parcel. gince any anticipated major

adverse impacts, from the proposed project would most likely

occur in wash aseas, these received the most thorough survey.

These washes are seasonally active; this g;eatiy reduces the

possibility of ciltural resources remaining in situ. The general

terrain of this parcel is broken ané rugjed, covered by volcanics

and recent alluvium. Over 45% of the paccel is surface disturbed

-

Wy what appears to be large numbers oI matorcycles and coff-road

wvehicles.

This survey revealed no prehistoric cultural resources. ZEvidence

of historic humsz.n activity in the area §3 limited to +=23ilings and

a few collapsing shacks actriputable to despression era prospecting.

Judging f£rom the trash dumps, it is likely these activities took

place from the narly 1930"s through the jate 1940's. Such sites

are to be foupd througnh the desert west. No such remains were

found on the susicct property.

7 search of the National Register of Hiissoric Places noted no

listing of properties on OX adjaé ot to the application site.

Examinaticn of regional sive suryn records indicated no recorded

archaeological or historic sites present in .he arplication parcel.
The minor disturbance caused by the prcposcd project will not
~

adversely impact cultural resources.’
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WATER QUALITY ASPECLS

Since all phasas of the exploration will be conducted on the
surfice or relatively close to the surface the water table
does not ecome a factor. The depth of water in the arca
exceeds 1.5 feet as shown by adjacett dry shaft and is
expected 1:0 be in the order of 500 to 1000 feet. The
prospecting plans reguire no water other than the small
amounts (ibout 20 gallons a day), brought to the adjacent
claim for paznning the drywasher concentrate. While there

is no perennial water on or near the project site, occasional
fLash flooding scccurs in the washes during the summer wm nths.

LSSESSMENT OF IIMPACT

The preospecting will create small disturbed areas of approximately
4 sguare feet per sample area on a spacing »f roughly 10{ feet pex
sample. Samples that show some values will then have adjacent
samples taken ot half the distance in order to establish possible
trends. The bulk of the sample matei‘al will be returned to the
sample site, a:iter concentrating. In the washes, sampling will
be done from narrow short trenches, which will be backfilled.
There will be added vehicle tracks as the dry washer is moved

from one sample site to another, however, such tracks will be

Lost in the morass of the sxisting moto: cycle and off-rcad vehicle
tracks. Some dust will be created in the drywash process, but

is not cxpected to be risible for any distance and will not be

-10-~ .
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ASSESSMENT OF :IMPACT (CONT'D)

continuous and only minor in consequence. The creosote brush
common to the area, will not be disturbed, in fact, avoided
wheneve,; possilble. Noise generated by the drywasher and the
shoveling will be lost in the remoteness of the area and cer-
tainly will be well below the level of noise of the mo<torcycles
that frequent :he area. The concentrates;f:om sampling in the
wash areas will be subject to reworking by runoff from rains and
as is evident from the old placer tailings will eventually be
discernable only to the experienced eye.

Any impact on the area will be minor and of short duration.

SIGNIFTCANT ENJIRONMENTAL EPZLET OF _THE PROJECT

None are known or anticipated.

ANY SICNIFICANT 3§3IRONMENTAL EFFECTS WHICH CANNOT BE AVOIDED

IF ''HE PROPOSAL IS IMPLEMENTED

Nore are khown ox anticipated.

MITIGATION MEASURES PROrOSED TC MINIMIZE THE SIGNIFICANT

ENVIRONMENT: T. EFFECTS

None arz anticipated - Prudent operation dictates that sample
holes shouid be backfilled ard existing roads used wherever
possible. The creoscte ou&l. cover should be left intact. all
of this is possitle in a family type operation such as has been

proposed.

; ey
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9. BALTEENATIVES TO THE PROJECT

(2} No project resulting in the compliation 2f no data and no
potential for future mining in the event a deposit of
interest is present.

Sampling by heavy equipment methods. wkich has the potential
fer ecausing considerable scarring of the land surface.
Applicant believes such an approach for their type of
operation to be unnecessary and would serve no purpose

other thar to =ave time.

RELATIONSHIP BITWEEN LOCAL SHORT-TERM USES OF MAN'S ENVIRONMENT.

2D TJE KWAINTFIANCE AND ENHANCEMENT OF LONG-TER!M, PRODUCTIVITY

Present uses oil the area are very limited. The prospecting pro-
ject might divert a few motorcyclist acktivities from trespassing
and might entice a few passersby to drive over and see what is
taking place. There are no long-term health or safety aspects.
The principle :reason for nnt deferring the project is the pre-
sent rising tvend in -gold pricves which make the project feasible
and from an energy efficiency peint of view, it is far more
effective to prospect the area as a whole and to be able to

interpret the results as a whole than to do so in a scattered

-

and pilecemeal fashion.

ANY SIGNIFICANT IRREVERSIBLE ENVIRNOMENTAL CHANGES WHICH WOULD

BE ILVOLVED I¥ THE PROPOSED ACTION SHOUID IT BY IMPLEMENTED

None are known,

— o) "'-—“
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GROWTH—INDUCING IMPACT OF THE PROPOSED ACTION

again the project is planned as a family~-type operation to helip
the applicant's sons gain field experience and summer employment -
to possibly help with their college costg. It is not anticipated
to have any decree of -economic impact, not even to the applicant's
family. If successful, howevar, the project’could providée future
sSumr.exy employmeniiﬁ'ﬁ-bther local teenagers. There will be no

permanent occupation of the land per se.

E.NERGY CONS ERV:_’ ATION -

Trips to the site involve a 40 mile vound trip. By conducting
this project concurrant with other prospecting in the area, the
consumption of gasoline should be halved.

ORGANIZATIONS AND PERS,QNS CONSULTED,

*

Applicant - Dre. Carl ¥. Austin
7. ¢. Barling - Natural Resowrces Management Specizlist
carolyn 2. Shepherd - cultural Resources Specialist

State Lands Commission - Staff

SPECIFICITY OF DATA

This is a very small and rather insignificant project, but in

view of the aature of the ongoing adjacent prospecting, the data

is quite specifitc.

CALENDAR PACE “.;glgégiﬁh_

e

MINUTE PAGE -":‘_.__j’_Q_&l,_ ,

P g T TIY T XY~ 1






