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RESCISSION OF PRIOR AUTHORIZATION AND
APPROVAL OF GENERAL PERMIT -~ PUBLIC AGENCY USE

APPLICANT: Kings River Comservation District
4886 East Jensén Avenue
Fresno, California 93725
Attu: Jeff L. Taylor
General Manager
Chief fEnginear

AREA, TYPE LAND AND LOCATION: k
5.7 acres of sovereign land in the Kings
River, unear Fresno, Fresno County.

LAND USE: Hydroelectric plant, tailrace channel,
associated dredging, dredging site spoil
area, dand vemporary construction yard.

TERMS OF PROPOSED PERMIT:
Initcial period: 66 years from September 1,
1979.

Special: That portion of the permit
dealing with the construction
area terminates DNecembeor
1984,

Public liability insurance: The lease
is subject to liability
insurance requirements
as set forth in "Pine
Flat Hydroelectric Powear
Sale Contract.' with
the State, acting by
and tiwough the State
Lands Comm‘aSLOn, nanmed
as a co-insured party.

CONSIDERATION: The public benefit, with the State reserving
the right at any tima to set a monetary
rental if the Commission finds such action
to be in the State's best interest. Permittee
will pay the State $0 15 a cubic yard for
any dredged material taken from the permit
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CALENDAR ITEM NO. ?5.(CONTD)

area which is used or sold for private
or commercial benefit.

PREREQUYSITE TERMS, FEES AND. EXPENSES:
Applicant is permittee of upland.

Filing fee and prucessing costs have been
received.

STATUTORY AND OTHER REFERENGES:

A.
B.

P.R.C.: Div. 6, Parts 1 & 2.
Cal. Adin. Code: Title 2, Div. 3.

GTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION:

1.

2.

3.

4,

5.

The Commis8ion is requested to rescind

its prior authorization for a 49-year
permit term, September 26, 1979 (Minute
Item No. 18), in favor of a 66-year

term permit. This longer term is necessary
to be consistent with the terms of

the Power Sale Contract with the Department
of Water Resources and the Federal

Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC)
License.

The annual rental sralue of the site
is estimated to be $1,000.

A final EIR was prepared by the Kings
River Conservation District, pursuant
to CEQA and inplementing regulations.
A notice of determination has been
received.

This project is situated on land identified
as possessing envircnmental values

in that the State Lands Commission

shated all waterways under the Commission's
jurisdiction have environmental signifi-
cance. Staff finds this project to

be compatible with Commissior policy.

The District and the Department of
Water Resources have requested that
the lease be subject to the terms and
conditions of said Powyer Sale Contract
and the FERC License for ths project.
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CALENDAR ITEM NO. psAPQONTD)

The staff has reviewed the terms and
conditions of the Pine Flat Power Sale
Contract and the FERC License and has
found no substantial conflict with

the Commission's standard covenants,

The FERC Licénse requirés that the

District shall include, but need not

be limited to, a plan for development

of a fishing access site on the Kings
River, downstream from Pine Flat Dam,

to be included within the project boundary.

Porticns of the Commission's standard
lease covenants were modified to conform
the terms of this permit with the require-~

ments of the Power Sale Contradt and
tha FERC License. Specifi cal 1 e, it

e e Yo S o

allows Wdter Resources the opportunlty
to cure any conditions that would ¢ause
the State Lands Commission to canced
this lease and recognizes the authority
of the FERC to assume control of the
projéct at the expiration of the license.

APPROVALS OBTAINED:
Uriited States Army Corps of Engineers,
California Water Quality Control Board;
California Department of Water Resources,
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission.

FURTHER APPROVALS REQUIRED:
None.,

EXHIBITS: A, Tland Description. B. Location Map.
C. EIR Summary.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSION:

1. RESCIND ITS PRIOR AUTHORIZATION AS CONTAINED IN MINUTE
ITEM NO. 18, APPROVED ON SEPTEMBER 26, 1979.

DETERMINE THAT AN EIR 4AS BEEN PREPARED FOR THIS PROJECT
AND CERTIFIED BY KINGS RIVER CONSERVATION DTSTRICT
ON FEBRUARY 14, 1979,

GERTIFY THAT THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THE EIR OF
KINGS RIVER CONSERVATION DISTRICT HAS BREEN REVIEWED
AND CONSIDERED BY THE COMMISSION.
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CALENDAR ITEM NO. 25. (CONTD)

DETERMINE THAT THE PROJECT WILL NOT HAVE A SIGNIFICANT
EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT.

FIND THAT GRANTING OF THE PERMIT WILL HAVE NO SIGNIFICANT

EFFECT UPON ENVIRONMENTAL CHARACTERISTICS IDENTIFIED
PURSUANT TO SECTION 6370.1, OF THE P.R.C.

PIND THAT A TERM OF 56 YEARS IS NEGESSARY TO BE CONSISTENT
WITH: THE TERMS OF THE "PINE FLAT HYDROELECTRIC POWER -
SALE CONTRACT" AND THE FERC LICENSE.

AUTHORIZE ISSUANCE TO KINGS RTVER CONSERVATION DISTRICT
OF A 66-YEAR GENERAL PERMIT - PUBLIC AGENCY USE, BEGINNING
SEPTEMBER 1, 1979, A COPY OF WHICH IS ON FILE IN THE

OFFICE OF TRE COMMISSION; SUBJEGT 70 THE VPIND FLAT
HYDROELECTRIC POWER SALE CONTRACT" AND THE FEDERAL

ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION LICENSE; IN CONSIDERATION
OF THE PUBLIC BENEFIT, WITH THEL STATE RESERVING THE
RIGHT AT ANY TIME TQ SET A MONETARY RENTAL IF THE COMMISSION
FINDS SUCH ACTION TO BE IN THE STATE'S BEST INTEREST;
PERMITTEE AGREES THAT ANY DREDGING WILL BE PERFORMED

IN A WORKMANLFKE MANNER, AND WILL SUPPLY THZ COMMISSION
WITH REPORTS OF DREDGING ACTIVITITS, ALSO PERMITTEE

WILL PAY A ROYALTY OF $0.15. A CUBIC YARD FOR ANY DREDGED
MATERIAL TAKEN FROM PERMII AREA WHICH IS USED FOR PRIVATE
OR COMMERCIAL BENEFIT; PROVISION OF PUBLIC LIABILITY
INSURANCE AS SET FORTH IN SAID POWER SALE CONTRACT;

THE PORTION OF THE PERMIT DEALING WITH THF CONSTRUCTION
YARD IEKMINATES DECEMBER 1, 1984; FOR A HYDROELECTRIC
POWER PLANT, TAILRAGE CHANNEL, ASSOCIATED DREDGING

AND DREDGING SITE oPCII. AREA, AND TEMPORARY CONSTRUCTION
YARD ON THE LAND SHOWN ON EXHIBIT "A" ATTACHED AND

EY REFERENCE MADE A PART HEREOF.
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LAND DESCRIPTION

¢ *

The sovereign land beneath and a strip 20 feet wide
all around the Power House, proposed spoil site, Tailrace
Channel and proposed construction yard, showm on Kings River
Conservation District Exhibit J (Location Map) and Exhibit K
@ite Plan) which are included in the Kings River Hvdroelectric
Project, Uait 1 ~ Pine Flat Power Plant, Environmental Impact
Report dated November 1978, on file with the staff of the
State Lands Commission.

OF DESCRIPTION
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EXHIBIT “g"
ENVIRONMENTAL IM?A@T REPORT SUMMARY

Introduction .
The following is a summa:& of an EIR submitted Gy the King River Ccnservation
Diatrict for the Xisz River Hydroelectric Project == Unit 1 -- Piae Flat
Power Plant proposed to be located at Pine Flat Reservoir, Freszo County.

Project Descristieca

The applicant is proposing to comstruct a hy roelectric power plant at the
sxisting Pine Flat [am located on the King The Powsr Plent ig to be
located on the dowzstream face of Pine Flat Dan adjacent to the right abutment.
Hrdroslectric generating facilities will consist of three generation units.
hree existing steel-lined penstocks will be used as power conduits, The
outdoor type pcwer zlant will be complete with station service Sransflormers,
ssascciated ewitchzear and other auxilliary equipment. In conjunciion with the
construction of the Pine Flat Power Plant, a new transmission line will be
constructed and orerated by the Department of Water Resources. This line

will extend fronm the power plant to an existing PGRE Company transzission tower

and power systém grid.

EZnvironmental Setting

The proposed Fine Fiat power plant site is situated in & hydrologic environment
typical of the wes:zern slapes of the Sierra Nevada. The streans ia the

vicinity of the prcposed project are part of the Kings River drainage system.
The drainage area above the proposed plant site ie about 1545 square miles;

the runoff from this area is impounded in Pine Flat Reservoir and released in
response to flocd control, irrigatioa, fishery maintenance, and .2creational
requirenents. ZXings River below Pine Fla: Dam contains excellent quality water,
suitable for prese=: uses of the river. Water temperaturas iz the river are
generally adequate for th. existing trout fishery, but extremely low water
conditions in the reservoir can raise river temperatures to lévels that thraaten
salmonid survival.

The primary gaze fizh spocies in Kings River is the Rainkow Trout. Although
Srown Trout also ismabit the river, they are not nearly as abundant as the
Rainbow. Mill Srees, a tributary of Kings River, provides an important
Rainbow Trout spawzing and rearing habitat. Theé most important wara water
zame fish inhabitizg Kings River is the White Catfish. Ths nongase fishes
most common in Xings River are the Sacramento Sucker and the Sacrazento

Squawfish. No fis: species deSignated as rFars oF endangsred ars w=own §
inkabit Kings River at the present time. Invertebrate species occurrin

greatest biomass in Kings River below the dam are caddis flies. Other
oredozinant insect groups are mayflies, black flies; and midge $lies,

veretation of the rroject area is predominantly oak woodland and grass.
5 p A

Smaller areas of rigarian, barren, agricultural, and riverwash are also
arasent, The Azerican peregriné fslcon, soutiern vald eagle, Califoraia
condor, ~nd Prairie Falcon which are categorized as rare, endangered, or
thrantsnad species are Known or exprcted to inhabit or visit <he project area.
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Ragtors include “zw«s, eagles, owls, falcons, and vultures, Tne progosed
nrofect site is lesated approxam tely 5 miles southwest o the lewer boundary
¢f the primary winsering arvea for migratory deer velonging to sne Norsh Kings
d hreior

sor herd, Some desp from this migratory herd Iraquent the 3iuay aI73 during
tre winter,
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while the area qnear the proposed power plazt has had bot, .istoric ahd
prehistoric activities snd human ocgupations, none of the known higtoric or
archaeologic resources arae considered to be of great value. No sitas in the
area are presently on the National Register of distoric Places or l.sted in
the California Inventory of Historic Resources.

Significant Znvironmental Impvacts

1. Short-term construsction related disturbances.

2. The change to lower water temperatures will eliminate some species firom
the benthic community and allow species capable of adapting to the new
temperaturs to intrease in numbers. ,

A reduction in upsirsam recruitment due o turbine inflictad injury and
death, or merely less fish being drawn through the dam, is likely to.
cause & decline in the catfish population. i
Potential soil ercsion end sedimentation problems are aot considered
significant at the construction site, provided grading is conpleted
vefore the advent of the winter rainy season, and conastruction and post
corstruction erosi n gontrol and renabilitation practiceé ire establisned
and followéd.

5, Construction of the proposed facilities will require clearing appl oximately
7 acres of annual grasses and forbs.

6. Moisture depeadent plants nurtured by the spray mist at the south base
of the dam will be eliminated by the chaage in microclimate.

?. Cecastruction ralated noise activity has the greatest poteatial for adveérse
impacts to wildlife.

navoidable Adverse Znvironmental Effects

1. Transitory loss of environmental quality during construction.

2. $liminatién of fishing access to sowe stretches of the Kings River.

3. ‘Removal of owor 100,000 cubic jerds of rock and soil from: the power plant
and tailrace excavations, and placement of spoils that wii], be visible
from Pine Flat Road and the recreation aref.

L, Operation of the turbines may result in & jevel of mortalily that would
reduce the natural restocking of catfish froa Pine Flat Reservoir to
Kings River following the periodic chenmical treatment of thue river below

the dam.

Mitization Measunes

l. Air Qualiéy: mininize fugitive dust by watering haul rogds and work areas;
use chemical binding agents on haul roads; and use constraction equipment
with dust coilection dswicss.

2. Noise: monitor eccnstruction zoise levels; use construction equipment with
adequate nufflers; and restrict high noise level construction to daytine
nours.

Water Quality: =inimize sedigentation in placement and removal of coffer
darnnj and install water témperature menitoring equipment downstream;

monitor temperature and dissolved oxygen downstream.

Aquatic Biclogy: conduct fish turbine mortality study; and conduct catfish
and trout population studies.
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VII.

VIIi.

-

5. Geology: cut Slozes to no greater than 2:1; and remové loose overburden to
bedrock above plazt.

6. BSoils: establish erosion con~rol measures in spoils area; install
drainage structures in spoils area; and rip-rap where necessary.

7. Vegetation: prepare, fortilize and seed exposed areas after construction;
and cut righte-of-way select ively.

8. Wildlife: conduct field survey to detarmine presence of neating raptors;
postpone blasting watil after nesting season if necessary; aad foather
edges of right-of-vay.

§. Land Use: monitor conatruction noise; and limit constructicn neiss to da
hours.

10. Traffic Circulaticn: locate spoils site to minimize construction traffic on
public hzghuaya~ and open ‘bridge acroga Hill Creek to allow # teraats
acrcess to recreation area.

1l. Archaeological Resources: avoid known archaeclogical sites; ard fence in
8ite if necessary. -

12. Scenic values: place spoils on existing spoils area, grade and landscape;
and selectively cut and feather edgés of right-of-way.

Alteratives

1. Yo acticn
2. ‘Alternative desigz selection

Shoﬁt-terﬁ v, Lonzg-tera

Piniz Flat Dower Plant construction and operation represents direct economic
benefit to Kings River ‘Consarvation District from he iocal short-ter= use

of the availsble hydro resources with rather negligible impacts and no long-terw
alteration -of the envii.nment. The hydrcelectricity will be used to meet tie
increasing demand for electricity in Califoraia, and will reduce slightly the
deriand for other sources of electricity.
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