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APPLICATIONS FOR PERMITS TO PROSPECT FOR
MINERALS OTHER THAN OIL, GAS AND .GROTHERMAL RESOURCGES

Smith

APPLICANT: Federal Resources Corporation
Robert Schick,Agent
P. 0. Box 806
Salt Lake City, Utah 84110

AREA, TYPE LAND AND LOGATION:
Approximately 3,727 acres vacant, non-
contiguous school land situated in the
Coso Range between Owéns Lake and the Haiuee
Reservcéir, Inyo County, more particularly
described in Exhibit "A".

_ MINERALS: Primarily uranium, as well as, all other
B minerals other than oil, gas and .geothermal
Q resources.

PROPOSAL: To evaluate the potential for mineral values
other than oil, gas and geothermal resources.
The primary exploratory objective is to
determine if uranium exists in commercial
quantities, and if so to then propose a
pldn for its extraction. The Coso area
is one of only 3 areas recognized by the
Division of Mines and Geology as potential
uranium areas in the State of :California.

METPOD OF EXPLORATION:

Twenty-one drillholes are tentatively sched-
uled, varying the depth from 200 to 1,500
feet. Thirteen of these holes will be drilled
with a clay base mud {(bentcnite),
the remainder will be drilled with a combination
of air and water. All material produced
from drilling, which will include cucting,
drilling mud and water, will be contained

. in evaporation ponds. All evaporation ponds
that are closer than 5 -iles to the Haiwee
Reservoir will be lined with plastic. After
allowing the liquids to evaporate, the

. ponds will be backfilled, and the :rea
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CALENDAR ITEM NO. 235. (CONTD)

restored to its original condition. If

this program is successful, addi:ional

holes may be drilled. Drillhole information

is tabulated on Table I, attached hereto

as Exhibit "D" and by this reference expressly
made a part hereof. Holes will be drilled

with a portable rig.

PREREQUISITE TERMS:
1.

Requirid statutory filing fee, permit
fee and expense deposit have been submitted
by the applicant.

The area is not known to contain commer-
cially valuable deposits of minerals.

APPROVALS OBTAINED:
1. The subject permit applications have
been approved by the Gffice of the
Attorney General as to complxance with
applicable provisions of the law pursuanu
to Seétion 6890 of the P.R.C. ‘

The Commission staff, in accordance
with Title 2 Article 10, Section 2905(b)
of the Cal. Adm. Code, has conducted

an initial study and has determired
that the project will not have a significant
effect on the environment. Therefore,

in compliance with Title 2, Article

10, Section 2905(c¢), of the Cal. Adm.
Code, a Negative Declaration No. 252

has been prepared and filed with the
State Clearinghouse.

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION:
This project 1s situated on State land
which has not been ¢lassified as possessing
significant environmental values.

EXHIBITS: A. Project Description. B. Location Map.
C. Royalty Schedule, Table I.
D. Negative Declaration No. 252.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSION:

1. DETERMINE THAT AN EIR HAS NOT BEEN PREPARED FOR THIS

PROJECT BUT THAT A WECATIVE DECLARATION HAS BEEN PREPARED
BY THE COMMISSION'S! STAFF.

CALEMUAR PASE ._mi;%;__ty_
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CALENDAR 1TEnigo. 25, gcoufg)

CERTIFY THAT & NEGATIVE DECLARATION NO- 252 HAS. BEEN.

COMPLETED_IN CQMPLIANCEANITH,THE CEqa OF 1970, AS AMENDED 5
AND: THE STATE GUIDELINES: AND THAT THE COMMISSION HAS
REVIEWED AND CONSTDERED THE TNFORMATION GONTAINED THEREIN.

DETERMINE THAT THE ﬁROPOSEQ,PROJECT WILL NOT HAVE A
STGNIFICANT EFFECT UPON’THE,ENVIRONMENT.

DETERMINE THAT THE LﬂNDS,DESCRIBED I
NOT KNOWN TO CONTAIN COMMERGIALLY v
OF MINERALS.

CTING PERMITS T0
"EDER! : ( TERM OF 2 YEARS
EACH, FOR ALL ATN QTHE GAS AND GEOTHERMAL
RESOURCES : MATELY 3,727 ES SITUATED w
3 SECTIONS, S M, I \ ARLY DESCRIBED
IN EXHIBIT uar ATTACHED HERETO AND BY THLS REFERENCE
HEREOF } AGCORDANCE WITH THE STANDARD
' ¥ ‘F UNDER ANY PREFEREUTIAL
CIAL

REFERENCE MADE A P
J0YALTY SHALL BE $15 pexr acre.
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MINERAL PROSPECTING PERMIT

W 6842-46, W 7260 and W 7262

INYO COUNTY

IBIT "A"

EXHE

Section 36, T. 18 s., Re 37 E., M.D.M.

gection 16, T. 18 S., R. 18 8., M.D.M.

gection 36, T, 19 S., R 37 E., M.D.M.

wh of section 16, . 19 S., R. 38 B M.D.M.

swk of Section 13, 7. 20 S., R. 37 E., M.D.M.

N% and SE% of gection 23, T 20 S.. r. 37 E., M.D.M.

vk of gsection 24, T. 20 S., R. 37 E.: M.D.M:

swy of Sswhy of gection 23, T. 20 S., R. 37 'E., M.D.M.

wk of SEk and pots 3 and 4 of Section 36, T. 20 S..

R. 37 E.. M.D.M.

gection 3%,

Wy of EkX, rY of svik, and B of Nwy of

S., R 37% En' !'1.Doé'io
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W 6842, W 6843, W 584k,
W 68L45, W 6846, W 1260
W 7262

‘Em"”” W»i“l:‘ "C 1]

Lessee shall pay to the State ¢ roydity upon any and all minerals produced
thereunder and extrzcted from said lessed prumises to be datermined as follows:

For all uranium -:bearipg“éres~Q1.e., mineral bearing materials that are mined
primarily“ﬁbr thelr uraniwe cbgtént) vhich are mined and saved from the premises by
Lessee héreunder for sale, processing, or stockpiling, the royalty reserved shall be
elever (11%) percenit of tbe mine valte of such ores in raw, crude form.

For: the purpose of computing such royalty to bé peid for uranium bearing ores,

‘the miné value thereof shall be determinel according to the following:

(a) ™e mine value of uranium bearing ores sold by the lessee in raw, crude form
shall be actual proceeds received for such Yres by Lessee after deducting thevcoust to
Lessee, if any, of tramsporting such ore froin the mine to the mill or point of sale
{where the crude oré is sold other than F.0.B: mine).

(b) The mine vilue of uranium bearing ores, which are not sold in their raw forim

but which are proceésed in a mill owned or controlled, wholly or partly, by the Lessee,

or which are vrocesgsed in a custom mill for Lessee, shall bte determined from the follow-

ing price schedule with the applicable adjustments.provided hereu der:

‘Ore Value Per

Dry. Ton

Grade of Ore
Uranium}U370n Assay

0.10% $ 3.00
0.15% 7.00
0.20% 1 o
0.30% 21.00
,0.‘1}% 2)3000
0.50% 35,00
0.60“‘ ‘l;/ec‘og
_ 0.70% 49,00
Q, 0.80% 56. 00
0.90% 63.00
1.00% T0.60°
y ~ “"“‘%ﬁt"
/ _ Mﬁﬁiwwwwﬂ’
gf»f;iwmmf PR P G AR W ory Sy~ e S e «L;,,\ v 4 taar .
- TR N e L hew




EXHIBIT "¢" (CONT'D.)

‘ Over 1.00% add $8.00 for each 0.10% UsOg in excess of 1.00%. Ores of grades.
dntermediate to those seé;if;ed above will be valued on a pro-rata) basis. With respect
to mine water or solutions (whether natural .or introduced) of ores assaying less than
0‘10%'U308 that atre processed dy Lassee fdr recovery of uranium: theérefrom, the ore
value shall be $1.50 per pound of UsOg recovered.

In the event the price received by Lesgee for u308 sales from gaid mill,is either
more or lees Lhan $8.00 per pound for the -average of all sales made during the calendar
month in which said uranium-bearing ores, mine waters or sclutions are processed (or
for the last previcus month in which U308«éalés were made if none were made in said
montk) then the ore value will be adjusted in the vproportion that said average U3°8
sales price tears to $8.00 per pound, (i.e. x - ore value ver ton as listed

‘ in tables and where x = average sales price). In the event that no sales of USQ8
produced in sa2id mill by or for Lessec are had for a period of one year prior to the
month in.which such Ores are processed, then the UBOS sale price shall be the tublished
or fair market price of"Usoa in the area of the leased premises, but, however, not less
,than $8.00 per pound, for purposes of making this adjus tment.

The adjusted ore value so determined shall be converted to mine value by deducting
therefrom the actual cost of transporting such ore from the mine to theé mill.

In the event the Lessee recovers and markets valuable coristltuents other than
uranjum from said uranium bearing ores as by-products. during the processirng of such
cres, then royalty reserved shall be eleven (31%) percent of the proceeds received by

the lessee from the sale o/ such by-products.
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ERXHIBIT "¢" (CONT'D.)

For all ore other than-uranium-bearing ore (x.e., mineral tearing materials
that are mined by Lessee from the premises hersunder primarily for recovery of
valuable constituents other than uranium) the royalty reserved shall be eleven
(31%) percent of the market value of such ore in 'raw, qrude form before any.
processing or benefication, less any cost incurred by Lessée in transporting such
ore to the point of sale or processing.

Lessee shall pay to the State an annual minimum royelty of $15.00 per acre for
each acre vnder lease. Suchi minimum royaliy shall Dbe credited to royalties paid
during the year for which such minimum royalty is paid.

Lessee shall pay anrually in advance & rental of $1.00 per acre.

-
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TABLE 1

PRILL HOLE N FORMATION

. .

Popth Distanco
to {romn
, prill  Water Drilling Halbwee Pit .
) gzlll:nole L Locntion Dopth Table . Modlem R brvoll ‘Siza Lining
183, RITE, 306-1 gwi swi 400 200 Mud 5.0 mi 50 603! No
7185, R38E, 16-1 Wi MNE3 1500 250 tiad 5,0 ni 501x50'x3" No
T195, RITE, 36-1 Nwd swi 1200 17060 rsud 2.0 mi 50°x30'%3 Yes
T19S, RIBE, 16-1 gwl 9w 200 NA Aly 5,0 mi 151x15'%5° No
T208, R3TE, 13-1 MEE BW 1009 450 Mudl 1,2 mi 5Q!x50x3! Yes
-2 NEzi sw4 - 1000 450 ‘Mud 1.2 mb 50 x50 23 Y e
T3 wet gwi 1000 450 .- Nud 1.2 mt 50 300 x3! Yos
-4 NEt SWi 1000 450 Mud j.2mi 50'»50'%x3! Ycs
_ ~5 nEs swi 1000 450 Mud 1.2 mi 50 %5013’ Yes
7208, R3TE, 23-1 HW3 nwl 1500 (180 Mud 0.2 mi 50 x50'x3" Yos
-2 NWL pmd 1500 \aoo Mud 0,5 mi 50t x50'%3! Yes
7203, RITE, 24-1 awA 1wt 1300 . 300, Mud 1,3 ml 50'x50'x3" Yes
T2¢S, RITZ, 36-1 Nw}. SEL 30 NA Alr 1,2 ml 151554 x5! Yes
- Nw;{ st 400 NA Alr ¢ 2 mi 15155 15" Yes
-3 14\'»'-1 SE 500 NA. . Alr 1,2 mi 1625 15! Yer
-4 Nwi sE{ 400 NA Alr 1.2 mi 15%:5! x5! Yes
-5 swi SEY 500 NA Alr 1.2 mb 15¢x%5'x5! Yes
‘ L swi SEY AR A Sty 1,2 mi 15'x5'x5! Yes
T208, R37§, 36-1 ned sed 300 NA ALy 2,0 mi 15tx5 25" No-
T20S, RITE 23-3 sy BWY 1000 225 Mud. 0.75 mi 501350 %3 Yan
1708, RITE, 35-1 NEY 514 1000 200 - Hud 0.30 nd 50 x50 ' %3 Yasn
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NEGATIVE DECLA&ATT.@

Robert B. .chick

Coso Range,-Inyg County

Project Descripiion: 7o evaludte the mineral potential for other than oil;

gas,

Iy

This NEGATIVE ,ZCLARATION is prepared purdnant to
Znvircnmental Quelity ACT

of the Californix

of the Public Resources Code),
pitle b,

15000 et. seq.;

-

and the State Lands Commission
of California Administrative ¢

Based upon the asttached Initial Study,

[/ the project Will not rave 2 significant effect on the

[§7 the

and geothermal
contiguous State lands situated
and the Haiwee
coring 21 noles.

attached m

3,727 acres of non-
petween Owens Laks
oy

appfqiimgtéiy
in Inyo County,
he prime’taxget is uranium ore,

resourcesd on

Reservoir.

the requirement$
(Secticn.21000 at. 32q.
the state EIR Guidalines (Section
Gaiifbrnia‘Administrative code),.

of the
18 (Section 2901 et. sedq.

regulations
ode).

i+ has. been found that:

s Iy

environment.

will avoid potentislly
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-
=

significan® effects.

GContact Person:

Ped T. Fukushima

State Lands Commisgion
1807~13th Street

Sacramento,
(916) 322-7 13 e
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STATE -OF CALIFORNIA

STATE LANDS -CCMMISSION
INITIAL STUDY
(Califofnia Environmental Quality Act of 1970)

MINERAT, PROSPECTING PERMIT
W 6842-46, W 7260 and W 7262

INYO COUNTY

Projéct & Its Location

Mr. Robert B. Schick onh behalf of Federal Resourdes Corporation
has submitted an application for Mineral Prospecting Permits

on approximately 3717 acres of noacontiguous State lands situated
in Inyo County bétween Owveéns Lake and the Haiwée Reservoir on

the east side of the Owens Valley, in tne Coso Range. Parcels
are more fully described on attached #xhibit A, and geographi-
cally located on the attached map. In addition to the State
acéreage, some 21,239 acres of Federal mining claims contiguous

to the State parcels are controlled by Schick, et al., Joining

in the exploration of these areas are Southern California Edison
Company, Pioneer Nuclear, Inc., and Rocky Mountain Enerdgy Company.
Pioneer Nuclear has contributed additional Federal .acreage of
unknown amount at this time and therefore it is not included in
the above figures.

-

Statement of the Objectives Sogqht by the Proposed Project

The exploratlion program will be directed to the discovery and
evaluation of * .tential uranium r:nerals anticipated to be found
mainly wichin tae Qoso formation. If commércial gquantity of
uranium deposits ane discovered the applicant intends to mine
the deposits by such methods as may be appropriate, with a
secondary purpose being to producz any other minerals which may
be discovered incidéntal to thc uranium operations.
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General Descéription of the P:ojeét

Exploration procedures will possinly 1nclude a geophysxcal
program to delineate thée éohfigurstion of the gran1t1c complex
which lies beneath the Cogo :formation. However, the main
efforts of the exploration program will be concentrated on
surface mapping, followed by the drilling of test and core
‘holés. Plans call for the use ¢f a truck-mounted Denveér-
Gardenet type Trotary percu,szon rig to dr;l1 4-3/4" holes to
the depths of 100 to 1,500 feet. Thé numker, spacinig, and
location of suck holes will be partly contingent upon the data
of the core hole nrogran as. it progresies and partiy upon the
resultant ddata compiled from the cxploration of the adjacent
Federal land. 2ALL core hales will be plugged and abandoned
in accordance with State regulatiodns. -—

In the .event ‘the -exploration program proves the existerice of
commércially valuable minérals and a‘lease is. requésted, the
prcauot’on -operation -could nqssxblv inglude mining. of the
uranium and assoc¢iateéd ores by both ©open pit and underground
methods, Irresnectlve of the mathcd employ;d in the nlnlng
operation,. only the minimum amount of surfdce area will be
utilized. 1In additiocn, such related installations as spoil
plts, stockpiles,. roadways, llVlng quarters and related struc-
tures would beé carefully lcocated to blend with the topdgraphy.
'The nver;ll plannlng will be deared to theidea that at the
termination. .of such le¢ : the land wculd beé returned as nearly
as possible to the coniition that existed before the lease.
Details for the producticn phase will be covered in a separate
environmental impact report.

The Prospecting Permit will give the Permittee an -exclusive
right to prospect for minerals other than oil and gas fcr a
period not exceeding two years. The Commission may, at its
discretion, extend the térm Of thé Permit f£or a period not
-exceeding one year, but the term of any such Permit, including
extensions, shall be limited to a total of three vears. If
minerals ate discovered in commercial guantitis, the Permit
will provide that no lease will be issued pursuant to the terms
of this Permit, and that the Permittee agrees that no lease
will be issued pursuant to the terms of the Permit until the
State Lands Commission acts favorably upon an application for
such lease by approving its issuance, having reviewed and con-
sidered infdérmation contained ir an Ehvironmental Impact

Report in regard to the production phase prepared in compliance
with Public Resources Code Section 6371 (as that section may
he amended or nodificd by other law at the time an application
for such lease is made).




well 2s with akl valid ordinances of cities and cdounties appli-

In addition to conducting all phases of the drilling operations
in a proper and workmanlike manner in accordance with accepted
good rotary drilling practice, the Permittece will gomply with
all valld rules and regulations of the State of California as

cablé ¢o-the Permittee's éperations. : \

Descrfption‘of~Eﬁviroﬁmental Setting

The area under application is semi-arid to grld undeveloped
déserxt Jand, lylng on the west flank of the Coso range. Water
is non-existent, and vegetation is very limited, ranging in
thé northern area frcm sparse desert grasses to the desert shpub
shadscale, spiny hopsage, and credsote bushes with yucca becom-
ing gquité common as you travel south through the proposed permit
area.. -

‘Wildlife is scarce and rerely Seen within the prospect area,

however, the desert fox, coyote, ground squirrel, désert woodrat.
jackrabbit and desert cottontail have been known to inhabit the
area. Common to Owens valley are the sparrowwhawk, guail, neadow
lark, magpie, night hawks and ravens, while many migrant birds
and ducks are found sasonally along the Haiwee Reservcir.

The surface of thé seven State parcels varies from aréa to areca
exhib;tzng oné or a combination ©of alluvium, metamorphics,
volcanlcs, and sedimentary rocks. Of prime interest is the

Coso formation, compdsed principalily of arkosic sandstoné and
tuffaceous and bentonitic lake beds. of varying undetérmined
thicknesses. These sedimentary irocks overlie a Jurassic granitié
coemplex and are in many places capped by volcanic flows:. The
sédinéntary Lorﬂatlons strike approximately porth, dip gently

to the west, and are locally warped in broad shallow flows. The
3,717 acres of State lands range in elevation from 3,800 fect

to 6,200 feet and drainage is predominantly to the wést or north-
west, .

Tourism and recredt:dénal atiractions of the Sierras are the key
factors of the economy of Inyo County; however, there are no
known recreational uses in the :ummcx.au.v area of the pending
permits. The Cosc Range arca has had & long history of inter-
mittent mining activity dating back o 1860, when Dr. Darwin
French discovered the silver ledges of Coso Mountains, The

cnly other known use of the pending permit area olher than min-
ing is one of very limited grazing. The closest area of limited
recrecational use if Dirity Socks lot Springs on the south shorce
of Cwens Lake, some 4% miles from Olancha. To the south and
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east af Olancha are the sand dunes,which occasipnally have

been used in the past as a movie location and seasonalldy when

the weather permits, as a picnic. area. Diréutly south of

Olancha is the Haiwee Reservoir parallelinig approximately the

lowér 1/4 of thie pending permit area. Onceé known as Halwee

Meadows, it supportéd a large goat ranch, and is ncw a part

of the Los Angeles - Owens River Aguaduct System. .

Evidences of early Indian cultures exist in the Cwens. Valley . -
in the form of petroglyphs and obsidian chips In 1951, a '
Piute Basin village deposit was excavated just nortn of Little
Laké indicating hapitation dating 3,800 to 4,000 years ago.
Since afcheological and historical values are littIe known
within the prospecting area, the applicant will cenduct, or
cause to be ¢oridacted, an archaeological survey, in a manner
acceptable to the Resources Agéncy, of the lands in the meadn-
ate vicinity of any activity that will involve disturbance of
the land surface. Applicant has been supplied with a list of
organizations qualified to preform archaeclogical investigations
to6 fulfill the reguirements of .the State Environmental Quality -
Act, In addition, all excavations will be investigated for O
archaeological and historical values not reflected on the surface :
of the lani. Should the presence of such values be determined,
the specific project location will be altered to protec: them ] f‘
from damage or will bé rescheduled to permit the salvage of .
these values,

Climate

The average rainfall in the area' is approximately 4 inches, the
majority of whnich falls during the winter months. The tempera-
tures range from a mean average annual temperature of approxi-
mately 60 degress F to a maximum summer temperatuvre of 120 degrees
r. ’

Environmental Impact

The Environment a1,Imnact of the Protdsed Action

During the drilling of the euploratory core holes, certain
noises, dust and exhaust furies will be emitited by the mobile

drilling unit. Due to the remote location such objectionables
will be insignificant, and the operation will rarely be visible
from Highway 395. wherever poOssible, existing roads and trails
will bec used. Because of the type of rig, little or no site
location work will be needed. In some areas, excessive sand may
necessitate the use of a bulldozer to aid in thé moving of equip-
ment, however, such work in these arcas will be held to a minimum.
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The permit will stipulate that any road construction by or
for the .permittee atross national resources lands for the
purpose of providing access to State lands will require prior
premission from the Bureau of Land Management.

Any aesthetic or wildlife disruption will beé minimal »nd short-
lived. 'No permanent structures are contemplated and all drilling
equipment will be removed upon completion of the exploratory
program. Aan average of four persons and not more than six

will maki up the work party of the exploration program. This
party. btransient in nature, will have lit:tle or no economic
effect on the neighboring communities.

The compactness and the mobility of the portable drilling rig
will result in a minimal amount of disturbance to the surrounding
area. This will affect only a small amount of the native vege-
tation. Upon leaving the area, every attempt shall be employed
to Treturn the area, as nearly as practicable, to its condition
prior to drilling.

Any Adverse Environmental Effe ccts w&;cn cannot
Be Avoided if the Provosal is Im DTQme ted

Noise, dust and fumes may result from the exploratory phase,

and while unavoidable, will be of short duration. All equipment
will be removed from the arcza wunosn completion of the program

and all traces of the exploratory program will eventually be
erased.

The very operaticnal nature of exploratory rotary drilling

0of shallow core holes will result in certain unavoidable adverse
environmental effects. Among these would be the temporary loss
of the habitats of certain desert wildlife, and the damuging

of some native vegetation within and surrounding the well sites.
The increased ncise level brought about by the drilling opera
tion and by the movement of vehicles and personnel «ould possibly
disturb the birds flying over %thae area. The apoearancc of a
drilling rig silhouetted upon the horizon could be concidered
aesthetically distasteful by some, and thezefore could be cene
sidered as adversely affecting the environment.

During the drilling phase the noise lcevel in the drillsite arca
will be temporar:ily incrcascd. Due to the remote location of
the test holes, only the living habits cf the wildlife inhabit-
ing the arca will be temporarily disrupted. However, once Lhe
area is voturned to its former condition, the wildlife should
gquickly rewvert back to prior living habits.
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The total unavoidable adverse .2ffects on the environment
resulting from the exploratory drilling program should be
minimal and not of a permanent nature. Upon cessation of
the drilling activities, the cnvironment will revert to its
natural pre-drilling condition, at a rate consistent with
the growth-rate of the native vegetation.

Mitigation Mcasures Provosed to Minimize the Impact:

The applicant ' 1l be required to adhere to all rdles and
regulations as et forth by the State of California, as well

as with all valid ordinances of cities and countier applicable

to the Permittees. Additigi:ally, all rules, reguliations, and
specific requirements, as well as all mitigation measures
discussed in this EIR, arée to be included as terms and conditions
of the proposed Prospecting Permit. Further regulatory measures
also will be contained in the prospecting permit.

The applicant will use the existing network of roads as much as
possible, and thereby avoid unnecéssary damage to the native
vegetation. Drillsites will be located in areas of minimuhn
vegetation. All core holes will be cement filled from the
bottom to the surface, with the drillsite area to be left as
nearly 1s possible in its condition prior to drilling. In the
event that the drill cuttings are compatible with the surface
soil, the applice ¢ will evenly distribute these cuttings in

a uniform pattern over the drill site area; however, if the
cuttings are incompatible with the surface soil, the applicant
will remove them and dispose of them on the applicant's property
outside of the project area. When necessary, the perhittee
shall reseed and replant drill sites, and remove all débris,
trash and other items foreign to the environment.

Alternatives to the Pronosed Action

In the event that the procposed porject is not approved, the
resulting alternatives are: (1) the applicant will seekx other
areas for exploratory work, and (2) the project area will either
maintain its status gquc or else continue its slow normal rate

of growth. The full develepment of valuable mineral resources,
if present in the project area, would never be realized 48 the
applicant is denicdd a prospecting permit. This could result

in these mincrals being sought at other locations, or the
disconcinuance of any future exploratory work for those valu-
able matural resources. If the permit is denied, the immediate
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effect on the project area would be nothing more than to remain
at its current status guo condition.

The Relationship Betwéen Local Short-term Uses of Man's
Environment and *he Maintenande and Enhancement of Long-toerm
Produchtivity )

The prospecting phase of the operations will ke of short duration.
The short term exploratory program could stand to bencfif man

in the long term by the discovery and utilization of a much
needed mineral resource. The davelopment of a viable uranium
industfy will result in long-term effects upon the environment.
Population may be increased, and services and facilitics atten-
dant to such an increase may be established. The county'"s
employment base could become diversified by introduction to the
area of skilled technicians and scientists.

The discovery of valuable minerals in cdmmercial quantities

could result in a long-term use .of the environment. Such opera-
tions would be in full compliange with all Federal, State, County,
“and City restrictions and regulations: N9 préduction lease would
be issued until a favorable environmental impact report has been
prepared and accepted in regard to the production phase.

Any_ Trreversible Envisonmental Changeg that Would be Involver
in.the Proocsed Action Should it be Imolemented

During the exploratéry drilling phase, certain areas In and
around the drill sites will Be altecred and a minimum amount

of native vegetaticn will be destroyed. Upon termination of
the drilling phase, the drillsite arecus are to be restored as
nearly as possible to their natural condition. The change upon
the envirodnmmeni imposed by a short-term exvloratory corechole
drilling program will be minimal.

The Growth-Inducing Imvact of the Proposed Ackion

The exploratory phase itself would have & négligible effect on
economic or population growth; however, if commercial production
of the minerals is attaineé the environmental picturce could
change significantly. In such evenit, the proposed oroduction
cooralion wouid ke subject to review and acceptance of a sepa~
rate Environmental Impact Report. The magnitude of such an
operation would require full compliance with all Federal, State,
County, ané City rules and regulations, among which ar& the vari-
ous anti-pollution measures (noise, air, water, etc.). Additional
requirements would require conformance with any wasta-discharge
standards.
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12. Organizations and persons consulted
a. State Cléa;inqhouse
b. Regqugces Agency ’
o. Office of the.nttdrney Géngral,‘ngndvpaw gection
d. uUnited states Department of Interior
sultation process

13. Comménts'Rcceivé phrough the. Con

a. Pprior to any future‘mining activities, an EIR for thé
minin@»opcﬁat;on Should be pgepared and‘Should indicatg
all of the qpeﬁational pfbgeduges.

The subject areas:shouid be inspected for gféhacolqgicai
and nistorical valuess =

c. ‘Prior to any road conskriuction across national raosouxces
lands, the~applicgnt must obtain permission £xam thq*Buréau
of Land managément.

Respon$es »o the above comments have peen made 2 part of this

report.
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