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FUEL BREAK AGREEMENT PRC 5700
STATE SCHOOL LANDS IN SECTION 2 |
T14S, R27E, MDM, FRESNO 'COUNTY

The United States Forest Service (USFS) has proposed a

project in which they will construct a fuel Dreak along

the Pine Ridge ~ McKenzZie Ridge area of Fresno County,.

Fuel breaks are a unique land use and their locatiom is

depéndant on topographic :faatures often requiring the coop-

eration of several land owners, all 6f whom enjoy benefits

from the reduced fire hazard. In order to provide a vehicle

for Commission authorization of fuel breal construction

and maifitenance, thlie staff has developed a Fuel Break Agreement

form which alsc meets the needs of the USFS so that federal -
funds may be expénded on non-federal land. The agreement :
does not convey any interest in real property, but provides

for what amounts to a cooperative agreement whereby the

State provides a portion of its land and the USFS provides

for constrnction and maintenance of the fuel break. The

benefits accrde to all land owners in the area, including

the State, in the reduction of risk and severity of wildfires.

In this case, a break in heavy brush 300 feet wide and
1,505 feet long totaling 10.3 acres is proposed to be con-
structed on State school land in S% NWY%, Section 2, T14S,
R27E, MDM. The proposed agreement provides that after con-
struttion the USFS will maintain the break for a period

of 10 years from August 23, 1979. The agreement 1ay be
terminated on 60 days notice by either party and the USFS
shall indemnify and hold the State harmless to the extent
allowed by the Federal Tort Claims Act.

OTHER PERTINENT INFORMATION:
1. A negative declaration was prepared
by the Commission's -staff; pursuant
to CEQA and implementing regulations.

2. This project is situated on State land .
identified as possessing significant N
environmental values pursuant to P.R.C. ‘
6370.1, and is classified in a use
category, Class B, which authorizes
Limited Use.
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Staff has coordinatsad this pfoject

with those agencies and organizations
whe nominated the site as containing
significant environmental values. They
‘have found this project to be compatible
with their nomination.

The proposed Fuel Break Agreement has

‘been reviewed and approved by the Commission
staff. A copy of the proposed agreement

is attached hereto and by reference

made a part hereof.

EXHIBITS: A.. Land Description. B. Location Map.

C. Negative Declaration. D. Fuelbreak Agreement.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSION:

1.

DETERMINE THAT AN EIR HAS NOT BEEN PREPARED FOR. THIS
PROJECT BUT THAT A NEGATIVE DECLARATION HAS BEEN PREPARED
BY THE COMMISSION'S STAFF.

CERTIFY THAT THE NEGATIVE DECLARATION NO. 242 HaS BEEN
COMPLETED IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE CEQA OF 1970; AS AMENDED,
AND' THE STATE EIR GUIDELINES, AND THAT THE COMMISSION
HAS REVIEWED AND CONSIDERED THE INFORMATION -CONTAINED

THEREIN.

DETERMINE THAT THE PROJECT WILL NOT HAVE A STIGNIFICANT
EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT.

FIND THAT APPROVAL OF THE AGREEMENT WILL HAVE NO SIGNI-
FICANT EFFECT UPON ENVIRONMENTAL CHARACTERISTICS IDENTIFIED
PURSUANT TO' SECTION 6370.1 OF THE P.R.C.

AUTHORIZE THE EXECUTIONS OF A FUEL BREAK AGREEMENT
WITH THE UNITED STATES FOREST SERVICE TO PROVIDE FOR
CONSTRUCTION AND MAINTENANCE OF A FUEL BREAK ON THE
LANDS DESCRIBED ON EXHIBIT "A!' AND BY REFERENCE MADE
A PART HEREOF.
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: EXHIBIT "C"

XY

Kegative Declaration

Sequoia ilational Forest, Fresn

Y 21861

This hegntive Declaration ic prepared purcgvant

Administrative Code, 5, Division 6, and

Analycis Teport prepared by the U. S,

grmey e
(A2 2 9 }

ments of

S. Forest

break cn 7.5 acres in Secticn R272, M.i

leave irees; piling 21l doud vapetation 2V and
’ trees; and reroving all snaps.
This project is to become part of the Mgrenzie

tie into a larger inleragercy system comp

-

Paelbreaks constructed by the

Determination

o

An nvironmental Ana

&

and it is detercised that the pronoced project

Forest Serv

Service to construct a

sed of Pondercsz

tate of Californ

lysis Peport has been x.¢pored by

EIR ND 242

Coyricy

to Section 15083, California
is bazed upon an Invirormental

ice pursuant to the require-

20 foot wide juel-

Rl

2. & M., Fresno Count

I
.‘

Construction of the fuelbreak, vhich is proposed to separate fuelbed continuily -
: Q and redsce fuel volu es, will councist of cubting and riling all bruch; cutiirg

an 20 feet betwsen

pruning zll leave

p.

Fuelbreak complex that v
way and Cezlar
ent of Forestry.

ia, Depart

will not have a sigrnifi.ant

Taaw B ama A oA
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There will be no cigrificant growth inducing i irefficient energy

ceiocuption; air, water, or noise pollution; or waste problems

solid
5 a rersult of implementation of thi roject

¢ will be no cipnificant irpact upon fish and wildlife,
Iy 7

Ro pari lardr, recreational areas, or historié and archeologic.. sites
wili be significantly affected by the propesal.

o pahlic services or utilities will be affected by the propozal,

111 not narrow the ranpe of beneficial uses of

environnent or poce long-term risk

The Nepative Declaroticn has heew prepared by the staf?l
Commiscion, based on an BAR pre
to th rezuirerents of NTPL,

Taltuchi=g, State lands Cormmiczien,

814, telephone number: .916} 322-7817,

t

CALENDAR pAGE
MINUTE PAGE




SHORT~FORH ENVIROIMINT AL ENALYSTS PEPART
5150 ___(LR]U) f'éJlC] P'f:ﬁ:)e Q?[yﬁegk Construction
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(1) 3 iretocit Pecisicn
Kill thz propused pr
environrent.

1. AHaLYS1S (TS1 £311)

._h;) [rvi rc-::‘:--. H‘LE:]
(a) AKir Quality - Teapurary o-'
hen ha 1.4 piles are turned,
buraing toO ‘neure jovoredbie at
conditions.
cffects on the soil resource

{b) Soils - Bg sicnifi i
will result hi i ince hand work will reizin the
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(Continued)

leaf litter and duff as a protective soil covering. Uhere
piles are turned, tesporary soil sterilization is possible;
howeyer, piles will be kept sm2ll to ninimize this effect.
Bgrnlng r2y result in irproved nuirient cycling by changing
n;@rogen into a more readily available form “for plant utiliz-
ation. ‘

(¢) Nate Cuzlitv - There will be no newetive impacts on water
qua) y tec zuse of this pvo1ec;. instead, the project ray
cont..tute to the protection of the surrounding wetershed,
maintenznce of downstrzam water auglity, &nd reduction of
flooding hazaxd.

.

(d) Veastation - sh° pro1ec; area is composed pr1mar11" of

densg, second-growth timber with scattered intrusions of ‘
brushy end b»rbacaous species typical of the Transition
Life Zone (see Exhibit p 7). Fuelbrezk construction will g\

v remove pre-commercial, subordinate and unhealthy trees e
t0 8 minimum of 20 feet spacing, improving the cuality of '
the resicual stend. Brush spacies will reestzblish than-
selves wizh new growth from existing rool systers and through |y

: sprovting of seed. Ko sensitive plant species arg known to
occur in the arez. .

g - The fau i the project erea covres-
ponds i0 the vegetative type th ists and mzy incliude <OTE
or 21} of the most common speci _Yisied in Exhibit & . -
"The project will prob~u]y cause the movanent of some bi
small efirzl species. Those species occupying the ir™
area of r‘niwulation ma2y be evicted irom currently us
otheir individuais or spdctes may ~ove ip to cccupy tb
ritory e“zer ireainent. The increesad edge efiaci an
resultins irom the pro1°cb cnd 1“ﬁrove: habitat and bi
potentici will benefit most épocies oi wildiife. ko threatenad
or endancsred species are known to occur in the projeci area.

-

(e) Wildiifs - The nal compositi
. -
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(f) Fuels - The proposed praject will effectively break up the .

Tuelled continuity in the ares to provide saie eccess vor

quick merning of {ire costrol 11nes hy reducing fuel voiu-2s.

1t will tecome a integcral link of the lickenize FuolL ~eak Co—plew

whigh connects with two State of California {uclbrezks on the

norihern end southern ends to divide the bruchy and grassy iront
) country from the hichor elevetion Cenerel Forest Zone with

residentizl, orcanizetional camps, hational rorest and hationzl

Park improvements.

(a1}

(g) Visuel Resource = The proposed project area is views #d as
middicgroang with & sensitivity level of “I" and & ve riety
classificztion "B". The visual rescurce menagement object ive
for the creca is "p"lllg] retention' which reguires that ranage-
ment ectivitics rewsin visually subordinate to the chirsc teristic
Yandscape. Tne project will introduce new line, color end tCx-
ture to the area, which should improve thg-dsual guzlity of
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{(Cunt Snued)

ndscepe Miraze wat, Va¥ ?

2 AL I RS
Chap 2. USDA « rorest Servac . 1971,

. Agriculigre Handbook &

the area. * (See Natioril Forest (
qlbx ter 6

(h) Cultural Resources - Cultural resources should not Lo af

o3 .4
. , by the rand work proposed by this orojoct; however, an are: Alosice
. reconnarssance will tahe nlace heiore initiation of wark ig Pentifyi
‘ ] the exisience of any cultural resources and to provide for -air ‘
< :, protection, : ) . ’ E

¥
4
L

A

(i) Ecererics - Zconomically, the conpleiion of this portion

- . of "the lkenzie Fueltreak Complex wiil havé a positive '
.. . dmpait on the area if-it contributes to the success<uyl ‘
© suppression of even one wildfire occurring in the area.

3 Savings in {ire suppression cests, erosion losses, sirya-
w' ? - tual and Cormercisgl lesses, recreztion visitor day losses
b end tirter value ftsses may depend upon completion of thiz
8 projecﬁ. i )
_J .. -
B ‘-1 .
- . .
- £2) Asverse Effects Wiléh Canmot Be Avoided = .
- (a) Temsdrary dearadetion of air quality while burning pile .

0
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(b) Modification of habitat for certain small anin
7 L ~

i n
possible eviction from currently usad spe
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spele
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ho action

(3b) Adtcrnatives Within the Proposal

(aa) Construct the fuelbreak to a width in.excess of the prap:sad
) 300 Teet. )

(bb)  Construct ihe fuelbreak to a width Tess than the praoposec
300 fest,

(4) Stort-Term Uses Vs, Lonp-Ter~ Pro

uctivity

——r,

Q.

l

There are no cu=ulative and long-tesm effects of the proposes zrijer:
which ag.ersely aifoct the stase oi the envirpament. The nroposed pri-cct
is justified now &s inserance étainst resource losses which could ocour st
t?e result of wildfire and which m2y be minimized through adoption o7 th-g
plan,
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(5) 1.'x(~\-cr:_:_i_l_:}c and 1_1_15__t_r_&\_~:3blu Cnm".f"lc;un__l of Hewources

- ™

There will be no irreversible and irretrieveble commitment
of resources as the resuft of this'project.

Consul:a:‘i on With Others

Local cattla rarchars znd landownars have cncouraged the projects
by Tettér and by grariing richis-of-way for construction of other por-
tions of the fueifyes, cormplex across their lands., The California
Dapartiment of Forestry 4in both ihe Tulare and Frasno County Rangér Units
engarse the oropased proect which connects with or reiniorzes Tuelbrezis
which they have censiructed. .

(7) Aécitdonsl Public Participstion Needed

No additional public participation i'$: needad.

(8) Menazezewy res né Consiraints

(a) #a archaeoiogica] reconnzissance wiil be conpicted befoe initiation
o7 the .project. .

Pile size shall not exceed 10 feet in diz~2%sr to minirize the
Possidility of sojl siterilization when piles are burned,

Piles will be placed no closer than 20 fect from residuzl tress
when feasible to mininize the possiklility of scorching during burning.

Piles which cennot be burned in place wizhout adversely aifacting the
residual stand will be moved before burning or retainad without
burning for wiidlife hebitat.

(¢) Edaes of the fuelbreak win be "feathcred” to increase the edge
effect for wildlife and to Create a pleasing visual effect.

(9) Cczonrehensive E:A.R. Recuired ? Yes No X

e = a—

A comprehensive Pradnct Protection Plen fer the Sequoia_taticnal Frr-ce
} i W e DR WA, —— e e e e e e e
Ruels Bapacerent 0 VASSTNT VT prepared wWhich covers the entire Hclienne

Ricge Fuelbreal Ccu7iex on the Hure Lake Renger District,
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1. Rocomnendations:

Approve project as proposed.
2. The amalysis of the propescd action and its alterratives
indicate the cnvironmental effects of the recom .2nocd

alternative (s#%/will not) be significant. It is
recornended that an enviromnental statement {427/ is not)

reguired, ’

1

3. Prepareda .

1. Revicwed by: .
Recommendztion: |

e

‘Revievecd by:
Reconmenda tioli:

Wi Q/_A.é/_Z.S) —

_Reviewed by:
Resomnendatick:

Date

4. Reviewed by: .

1. 1 (d==sz4) concur thet this L.A.R. is sdequale and 2n
Enviromnenia] Stetcment ($&/is not) neceded.

~

2. Decision: /
gcoeff/ oo @u/’[cm}c/ e /w/’

-

//7 /////1//’7/

‘

Line OFf icef‘,zﬂu'ék'lyﬂ_‘l(/.d(/l o2 (-’_’f:/_’f./.- :
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Title o,
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PARTIAL CHYCHLIST OF COMMONLY AFFECTED LEVIEEMIGIAL COTN NLNTS

Proposal KamcMcKenzie Fuelbreak * Prepared By louise £. Merry
Hand Constiruction
Ranger District_ Hure Lake Date_10/4/78

Insert digiz which descridbes depth of evaluation for cach item as follows:

Discussed in
Considered--n
Rot applicztle

Physical Envircénrent
2 Geology and =inerals
1  5o0ils
] Clinaté and Alr Quality
I Water Quality and Quantity

3
=
5
A

RPiological Faviruvn o

y3

.

Vegetatioa (3 e "sensitive' plant species)
Wildlife zng '(irclude threatened and endangered species)

Cultural Eavironment

1 Archacological .and Historical Resources
cientific Resource (unique resour prizarily of
2 _ S tif source (unig sources pr ily of
value not otherwise considered)

FICICAL )TN Py W TOIP L PR

Ny

.

RINLN

Socio-Ecoaomic EAvironment

Wilderness Resource (include Wilderness Study Areas, inventoried
roadlecs areas and cther un-roaded arcas)
Pecseatien Hesource .
Landowmnership “
Land Use
Transportation
" ETTeéts o Hational Torest Adfthistracvies dnd Hanagement
Encrgy Use and Conservation

PRiD ML 2 Mas Al as AR b




.

Sccond ry Socio—cconomic and CGrowth Effects:
3 Changes 1n Population distribution
‘_TChangcs in levers or tynpes of employment
2 Chnngcs in land use Paiterns, such ag private land
developient .
3 Need for increased public facilitieg (utilitdcs,
- sewage, roadsg, ete.)
1 Contributicn to regional cconomie stability or rura)
area develepment
Changes iy, lifestyle .
- Effects %3, accrue differencially to minerity or
Socio-econpmic sroups

Human Health and Helfare

~ -

. Safety;
Seismic
3 Landslide
3. Avalanche
Fire Eazarg
Flood' ¥a-
Other hat

ard
ural ang Rman*made hazardg and safety factors
-

3 Noise
————

1 Majintenance and enhancement of visua) resource

2 Sighificance to m3n of ckanges in educational, cultural, and
Tecreation opportunities

2 Value to nenuser apg te sceiety of retention of Open space,
vilderness, ang related resgurces ("safety value effece)

’ Any potentiay Threat to ‘human healt which Ray result frong
’ Sewage or soldd waste disposal or pesticide use, cte., may
*be discusseq here alsg

.
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EXHIBIT "D"

FUELBREAK AGREEMENT

This agreement, entered into this

day -of , 19 by and between the

State .of California-State Lands ‘Commission, hereinafter
calledz"Commission”, and the United States Department of
Agriculture, Forest Service, hereinafter called "Forest

Service';

JHEREAS, the Commission exercises control and jurisdiction
over approximately 607,000 acres of school land within

the State of Califormiaj and

WHEREAS, the Commission desires to enter into a vegetation

and fuel management program on certain of said lands; and

'WHEREAS, it i3 the desire of the Commission to encourage
the construction aiid maintenance of a network of fuelbreaks
ahd to provide for a program of prescription burns on certain
portions of said real property consistent with Commission

objectives; and

WHEREAS, the primary objective of the fuel management
;program is to reduce the risk and severity of wildfirves;

and
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WHEREAS,'the Forest Service desi

rés to construct and
maintain g fublbrea]

$» UpONn a portion of aforesaidrland55
that will reduce the risk of severity of wildfires,

and

of the Commission.

Now THEREFORE, the Commi'ssion in consideration of

the benefitsg to the Starte school lands frop the reduction.

of risk and severity .of wildfires,

¥) Term: The term of this agreement shall bpe for

@ period of ten (10) years commencing__

19_A_ and*tefminating

2) ProEertz subject to this agreemegg:

The parties

agree’tha; the Forest Service may construct an

a fuefbreék over and atress the SINWL of Section 2, T.148,,

d maintain

R.27E., M.D.M. in the County

of Fresno, State of Californig




on the leocation shown and described on Exhibits "A-1"" and

"ma-2", a-“ached hereto and made a part hereof.

3) Interest Transferred: No interests in real propefty

are transferred. The Forest Service shall perform only

those duties necessary to construct and maintain the fuelbreak.
4) Use: The property identified upder this agreement
shall be used only for construction and majntenance of

fuelbreaks, prescription burns and vegetation management.

5) Assignment of Interest: The Forest Service shall

assign its rights or duties under this agreement without
p:ior written approval of the Commission first had
obtained.
6) ZTearmination: The Commission and the Forest Sarvice
may teminate this agreement pon giving the other party
not less than sixty (60) days written notice prior to the

date of such termination.

(77 Indemnification: The Forest Service shall to

the extent allowable by law pursuant to the Federal Tort
Claims Act (28 D.S.C. 2671 et seda), of appropriated funds;
indemnify, and save harmless the Commission, 1its officers,.

agents and employees ageinst any and all claims.
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8) Nothing herein contained shall be construed to
obligate the Forest Service beyond the extent of available
funds allocated or programmed for this work; or contrary

to-applicablé laws, rules and reagulations,

?) No Member of, or delegate to Congress, or Resident
Commissicner shall be admitted to any sharé or part of
this Agreement or to any benefits that may arise therefrom,

unless it is made with a corporation for it$ general benefit.

Thi’s Agreément will become binding upon the State
only when duly executed on behalf of the State Lands Commission

of the State of California;

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties hereto have executed

this permit as of the date hereafter affixed.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT STATE OF CALIFORNIA
OF AGRICULTURE STATE LANDS COMMISSION
FOREST SERVICE

By

Title

t Supervisor

‘Bate

The issuance of this permit
was authorized by the State
Lands Commission. on

. ’,
O A R
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-ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

STATE OF CALIFORNIA ;
2 SS:
COUNTY OF TULARE )

On this 31st day of July, in the year 1979, before me,
%. June Johnston, a Notary Public in and for said state, with
principal office in the County of Tulare, personaily appeared
Joe J. Brown, :Forest Supervisor, Sequoia National Forest, United
States Department of Agriculture, known to me to be the person
whose name is subscribed to the within instrument, and acknowledged
to me that he executed the same as. the free act and deed of the
United States of America, for the uses and purposes therein mentioned.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand and official
seal the day and year above written.

OFFICIAL SEAL = -

E. JUNE JOHNSTON N

NOTARY PUBLIC - CALIFORNIA . - S

By T cosay E. JUNE JOANSTON
y com—y expies JL 13, 1081 A thapy Publ ¢ v

NS b e

< e et
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EXHIBIT "A-1"

DESCRIPTION OF THE FUELBREAK
LOCATION AND MAINTENANCE AREA

A maintenance area for fire fuelbreak purposes described
as follows:

A strip of land in the south half of the northwest quarter
(sEwy) of Section two (2}, Township fourteen (14) South,
Kange twenty-seven (27) East, Mount Diablo Meridian, in
the County of Fresno, State of California, containing an

area of 10.3 acres. The centerline of said strip is described
as follows:

Beginning at a poi i of the property.
said boundary bein ine- sk of the Nk

of Section 2, T.145., . M. h point lies
west 1040.0 feet from the northeast corner of the SEX of
the NWk% of Section 2, thence along the center 1iné of the
maintenance area described as follows:

s 44° E 176.0
s 54° E 190.0
s 41° E 152.0
S zg W 735.0
s 17° E 150.0

E 102.0

s 26°

Ending at a point in the south boundary of the property,
said boundary being the south line of the Nk of Section 2,
T14E, R27E, MDM, which point lies west 584.0 feet from

the southeast corner of the Nuk of said Section 2

The width of said maintenance area shall be 300 feet, 150 feet
on each side of the center line as described above. The
boundary lines of said maintenance hall be prolonged

or shortened to begi i to the north boundary

and the south boundary of the property herein described.
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