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This Calendar Itemi No. _fe=l __
was approved a. fliauie ltem

No. by the Stair Lands
Commission by avote of _3_. « 4 b oy
to &  atits _2/22{79 2/79
meeting, o W 40080
! Smith
- CYRY Vv i o Tt ot DCCLARATION
' o a0 PEPRMLTY
.1‘
' APPLICANT : y
[ e
i . ©wbtices
o . . R
Yooy ii fi Tnid 9&666
TYPE OF LAND: S ~ tr:=vived mineral interest).
' AREA AND LOCATE
. o SFLLONWY SEY,, SWR NEX SEX,
Saoswo L tel 30h SWA, SEX NER SW,
Se~ti o S 1280 Qi4E, SBB&M. The parcel
1t o+ Iy av berween Indio and Blythe,
a0 mLtoty 12 miles northwest of
, Vi oo [ A0 SRR
‘ PROPOSAL: L. . o ioe potential occurrence of
A ow oo sirpesit of iron ore. The area
- i : = a1 lavge open pit iron ore
‘ My Lo ooow o sgd oo of Kaiser Steel. The surface
\ oL e Lot property is owned by Kaiser
ant b i v used for disposal of waste
OO
METHOD DF 8o tian
£ o ot vavrey progream will consist of
T SN et e o dramonag core drilling, in
= veos o ot el apaced on cross sections
s AN T R P S

PREREQUISY &Y &R

j o v e Pasde Commission's staff,
co 0 taee with Article 10, Section
tor 4 e Cal. Adm. Code, has
v e o b jwitial study and has
S viret bae project will not
o . miticant offect on Lhe environ-
gE Tore, in cowmpliance with
; 4 et oot Secrien 2905, a negative

ov s prepared and filed
i st e Clearinghouse.
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EXHIBIT:

CALENDAR ITEM NO. 29, (CONTD)

A.

The Stare Clearinghouse acknowledged
receipt of (be negative declaration
and has conpleted the required review.

In accordance with Chapter 1200, Statutes
at 1977, the State lands Commission

mist complete and certify a negative
declaration within 105 days following
recoipt of o completed application

and approve or deny the project within

1 vear. This application was certified
complete as ol November 20, 1978.

Negative Declaration.

IT IS RECOMMENDED THa] IHE COMMLESION:

1. DETERMINE THAT AN EIR HAS NOT BEEN PREVARED FOR THIS
PROJECT RUT THAT A NEGATIVE DECLARATION HAS BREEN PREPARED
BY THE COMMISSION'S STAFF.

CERTIFY THAT NWEGATIVE DECLARATION ND #235 HAS REEN
COMPLETED IN COMPLAINCE JITH CEQA OF 1970, AS AMENDED,
AND THE STATE GUIDFLINES; AND THAT THE COMMUSSION HAS
REVIEWED AND CONSVDERED THL INFORMATION CONTAINED THEREIN.

DETERMINF THAT THE PROPOSED PROJECT WILL NOT HAVE A
SIGNIFICART EFFECT ON THE ENVIRONMENT,.

CALENDAR PAGE
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EIR ND
EXHIBIT A

NEGATIVE DECLARATION
Xaiser Steel Corporation
W-40G380

This Negative Declaration is prenared by th: State Lands
Commission in compliance with the Calitornis Tmvisonmental
Qualicy Act.

The Kaiser Stcel corporation proposcs fu coatich . nineral
exploration program within the Eaple Mounrain ared af
Riverside County. More specifically, a poriion o the SE 1/4
of Seotion 36, T.3S., R.14E., S.B.M. (sce aitwched Lzhibic A),
0f primary interest is the potential cccucrence of an economic
deposit of iron ore.

The Tnitial Study upeor which this Nezative Deciaration is
based, was prepared by the State Lands Cowwissior's staff
incorporating data submitted by che applic.nt.

The Initial Study was cirgulated foc veview as i weans of
fulfilling the consultation requirements of Sections 15066,
15080, and 15083 of the State EIR Guidelines. No adverse
comments were received during such cousultation. A list

of those persons contacted is actached for your information.

An archaeological assessment of tha project site vas conducted
by Mr. James D. Swenson, Senior Statf{ Archaeclogis: for the
University of California at Riverside His conclusion was
that approval of the propesal will have no Jizxect or inlirect
adverse impacts on cultural resources of Lhe area A chpy of
such assezzment is on file in the Cummission's office.

Based upou such Initial Study, the project wiil rot have a
significant effect on rhe envirarment.
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W 40080
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2.

So

MAILING LIST

MO SEUT TO THELE

Colorado River Basin Reziun Water Quality Control Board

T3-271 Highway 111, Suite 21
Palm Decert, CA 92260
(714)348-7h91

Department of Parks and Beereatson
1200 K Street Mall

Saeramento, CA  95%1h

(916) bu5-7067

Department of Fish and Gonc
1416 Iinth Street
Sacramento, CA 9581k
{916) b45-3535

Solid Waste Management Board
1709 ~ 1lth Street
Sacramento, CA 9581k

(916) 322-4915

Department of Transporiation
1120 "N" Street

Sacramento, CA 9581k

(916) L45-9025

Mr. Steven Rios
Executive Secretary

Native Americar Heritazge Orenoeies:

1400 Tentn Street
Sacramento, Ca 9531k

Mg, Laurie Wright

Office of Flanning & Peh. ek
1400 Ninth Street

Sacramento, CA 9581k

California Division o *Urs & Coogeo

1416 Ninth Street ’
Sacramento, CA  GSUL%:

Attention: Mr. Jance Davir. Lt

veatopint

v 40030
Beptember 22, 1978
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. PROSPECTIHG PEHMITS
W 1:0080

IRON ORE

(1) Project and Its Location

D The name of tr2 project is "Applicotinu for a P”OQPQCtlnb Permit for puart
3 of Section 36, Eaple lountzin, California®. The site is locnted approxi-

: mately 12 miles nurtn-rortHWavt of Leeert Conter via Lountj load R-2. The
site consists of 190 acres in Sectian 7H, uanic 1% Zasi, Tounghip % South,
. San Bernardino Baseline and lear'cina. The site i ou'lined on the attached
e mep.

S (2) Statement of the Ob<ectives Sousht by the Provosed Preject

v A permit for mineral vrospecting aund 2 preferratial lease for Kaiser Steel
: Corporation.
”

cLx (3) General Descrintion of the Pro“ert

The propOQed prospecting pro~rar will consi -t of 20,000 ft. of diamond core
-

. drilling in vertical holes shace! ¢ cro .. sections J09 ft. apart. The alluvial ~
S ore ia ithis area is largely confinen to = do- tur.:d canyon trending eastward .
o . Irom the existing pit. The ore resresents iv lo.er 100 to 250 feet of canyon ¥

¢ Y eoven crovels.  Although the
te p, irreguslar canyen veils to the east, the canyon
the eastern wall of the existing pit. This
results in a th*nnz“: of the alluvizl ore zena, 1If ore is proven from this
drilling progran, vithin econonic cpen pit limits, the existing pit will be
‘ extended about €CC ft. to the Eust and Jouth. Pretious drilling has indicated
about 20 million tons of probable eore on the site.

o
[
ct
P
3

i1l and is overlain by 200 to L4GD |
= alluviun is confiﬂad By s

-

o (4) (a) Descrir‘ion of the Tnwirosrenial Settipe

The lands in the prospect zrea are in a very remote and mountainous location.
The majority of the land in the vocipity is undeveloped and congists of barren
mountains and desert. It is tyorcal of the Tiwer Colorado Desert with extremely
high temperatures and minimal reinfal

Lw

‘ The flora in the area consisis of rcattered soge =ou cectus., There are no trees
SR or grasses. The rocky nature of .he surface rrcclaqes any significant plant
s life. The animal life conaists vriwerity of desert lizards, some snakes and
S occasional coyotes, at night.
g (1) (v) Water Qualitv Asvocts
S The proposed prospecting and ridning in the o would have no effect on water
g quality in the area. Frevious driliing, irn tr: srea has indicated ne water table. 3
AR Mlso, mining in the adjacent pit ks ot coccuntered ground water. 3

Assessnent of Tnwack

There is no impncet on the environront

-~
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(6)

(8)

(9)

{10)

(11)

Sipgnificont Environmental Fffects Project -

The 150 acres involved in this applicatior is approximately one-third covered
with waste rock from previsus mining oparations. Apother uvne~third of the

area has been utilized for mine development; i.c. roads, stripping benches,

maintennce arcas, parking areas, etec. Perhons forty acres would be classified
as undisturivea desert land.,

The area is bounded by lailing pond dikes on the South, waste rock dumps on
the North, eperating; open pit on Lhe Vest and open Yo the desert on the Zast.
The necarest point from which the public might view the site is from one mile
avay along the h./.D. Colarado, Agucduct road.

Prospecting and mining in the area would have no direct or indirect impact
on the enviroament. Mining an the adjacent pit would only he expanded a
few hundred feet which weuld be insignificant compared to the existing pit.
Any Sirmificunt Tavironrentsl Sffecte Uhich Connot Be Avoided

If the Pronossl iz roleronts

None. \

Environmental 2
None.

Altornatives to the Pronozed Action

If the proposed ayrlication is denied there would te no prospecting or mining
in the area and the mine~life would be reduced by two years.

The Relationship Seiweer Local Short-term Uses of Men's Invironment
and the Maintenance nnd Inisancerent of Lonc-term rFroductivity

The proposed project would cause an enlargement to an existing pit. The flora
and fauna will continue as ir the past, vhether the project is emplemented
or not,

If the project is postponed for an indefinite period, te nology and the
economy may be substantially different, possibly forgoing any development in
the area. If the mining in the precent pit is concluded i a few years and
the arca remains idle for some time, then if mining is resumed at a later
date, it might have an impact on the environment.

Any Sirnificant Isreve.citle Bavironrsvtal Chanres Uhich Uould be Involved in

the Provores aclion Shoniv it bLe imolenenced

At the present time, it is unknown if any irreversible cnvironmental changes
will occur, other than the enlargement of the existing pit, 1£ the proposed
project is implemented.




1

(12) The Growth-inducine Imnact of the Proposed Action

Since 1943 open pit iron cre mining hos been conducted in a large pit adjacent
to the project site. Approimately (0 wmillion tons of material have been
removed from the pit and mining is planncd to continue for the immediate
future at the rate of 5 milliun tons annually.

. - *

Approval of the proposed pro,cct could extend the 1ife of mire operations

two years. This vould provide cconoric support for the community of Zagle
Hountain and the surrounding arca and continucd employrent for about 1200
peoplc. In the event a devclopment pnase is justified as a result of this
exploration a separate environmental docurment shall be prepared.

Eners~ Concervation

it is unknown if any enerpy conscrvstion mighi be achieved by implementing
the proposed project,

Organizations and Persons Consulted

. .

This report was prepared by the Staif of the State lands Conmission using
their expertise and data submitted by this applicant.
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