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CONSIDFRAWION OF :CONSOLIDATING
STATE SCHOOL LANDS

At thé direction of the State Lands Commission, the State
Lands Division, in 1970, begar to iiventory fhe scope of

tgs ‘remainpding ownership of State school lands and its holding
of mineral résevvations. Subsedusnt to this invéntory,

the Division began a study to determine {f there existed

a more efficient means for the State Lands Commission to
manage these State lands. That study is now camplete.

The study reviews the many problems assocmated with the
présent land ownershlp gsituation. By Iar»the greatest

problem is the direct and de facto management of State

school lands by the latgest land administrator in the States
i.e., Uthé Federal Government. Thn gtudy fuxther found: that
;Calbfornxa has not recelved all lands. due the ‘State upon
entering the Union and that California teceived proportionately
less of its total arca from the Federal Government than

did Eastetrn states and those Wesnern states ddmitited to

the Union after Califovrnia

The Division proposes four alternative means ‘of State land
management. The four alternatives are: (1) the Commission
retains its existing ownership and acquires as a single
Block 147,000 acres of land still due the State from the
Federal Government (2) the Commission sells all remaining
school lands and retalns the mineral weservations in such
lands; (3) the Commission exchanges lands with the Bureau
of Land Management whereby the State would consolidate

its 1.6 million acres of scatteréd land into cohesive manage~
ment units; and (4) the Commission consolidates the State's
school lands into cohesive units by ;xﬁhangxng ity lands
for blocked Federal lands and futther requests additional
land grants of Federal land which would inctease total
State ownership from 1.6 million acres to three to five
million acres.

1T TS RECOMMENDED THAT THE COMMISSION TAKE THE DRAFT LAND
CONSOLIDATION REPORT UNDER CONSTDE SRATION AND AUTHORTZE

THE STAFF TO DISSEMINATE COPLES T0 CONCLRNFD AGENCIES AND
THE PUBLIC FOR COMMENT,




