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T
he area it is proposed to drain is secreted tide lands overgrow

n w
ith sw

am
p 

plants and retaining w
ater after high tides. It is considered by M

arin 
C

ounty that the proposed project w
ill effectively reduce the m

osquito count. 
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A
. ) T

he C
om

m
ission w

as requested 
to consider the filing of a protest w

ith the B
ureau of Land M

anagem
ent 

against the proposed exobings betw
een the C

ity of Los A
ngeles and the B

ureau 
of Land M

anagem
ent, D

epartm
ent of the Interior, w

herein sight (8) m
ores of 

land adjacent to B
ishop, belonging to the C

ity of Los A
ngeles, are to be 

exchanged for som
e 6,500 peres of public dom

ain now
 w

ithdraw
n for the benefit

of the C
ity of Los A

ngeles, pursuant to provisions of the T
aylor G

razing A
ct. 

It w
as suggested that should a protest of the S

tate not be allow
ed, the 

exchange be m
ade conditioned upon giving to the public a perpetual right of 

w
ay through the lands adjacent to O

ures 
as Lake that w

ould be required by the 
C

ity of Los A
ngeles. 

T
he C

om
m

ission has received a com
m

uniontion from
 S

enator C
harles B

row
m

, a 
another from

 the Ingre C
ounty A

ssessor, S
tew

art R
. C

ox, advising that the C
ity 

of Los A
ngeles' proposed exchange includes certain land adjacent to the 

m
eander line of O

w
ens Lake and others in the vicinity of B

etw
ee R

eservoir. 
W

hen this m
atter w

as heard before the Inyo C
ounty officials on July 20, 1961, 

S
enator B

row
n inform

ed the B
ureau of Land M

anagem
ent and the C

ity of Los 
A

ngeles that Ingo C
ounty and the S

tate w
ere opposed to the proposed exchange, 

and further that the m
atter w

ould be brought to the attention of the S
tate 

Lands C
om

m
ission. 

T
he C

ity of Los A
ngeles has for a num

ber of years been attem
pting to acquire 

a considerable area of F
ederal lands in Inyo and N

ono C
ounties, but go far 

F
ederal legislation to perm

it this R
equisition has been bicaked. A

lso, a 
great deal of the public dom

ain in Inyo and M
one C

ounties has been w
ithdraw

d 
from

 public entry by the B
ureau of Land M

anagem
ent for the benefit of the 

C
ity of Los A

ngeles pursuant to an act approved M
arch 4, 1951. T

he S
tate 

S
enate at one tim

e passed a resolution against the land soquisition by Los 
A

ngeles, and later agreed to a m
odified bill w

hich did not affect the rights 
or the S

tate, m
ining interests, and grazing rights, T

his bill did not get
through C

ongress 

T
his proposed exchange is apparently for the purpose of acquiring lands 

adjacent to O
w

ens Lake to prevent possible further and increased liability to 
S

tate losses and the S
tate through flooding of O

w
ens Lake. T

his m
ay be 

nocum
plished by restricting access to the Lake and use of contiguous land for 

plant estos. T
he C

ity has bred defeated in the several court cases over 
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damage to Owens Lake because of its failure to take care of surplus water 
which was turned on to Owens Lake in 1937, 1938, and 1939. Mary attempts 
have been made to reach some solution to the City's problem with respect to 
Owens Valley surplus water, but the City will make no arrangements with the 

State for amicable adjustment of the problem. 

Inyo County's reason for objection to the exchange is that no tases are paid 
by the City of Los Angeles on lands acquired, and that as long as the Lands
are in Federal ownership there is always the possibility of the lands going
into private ownership. 

UPON MOTION DULY MADE AND UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED, A RESOLUTION WAS ADOPTED 
AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER TO FILE A PROTEST IN THE OWENS LAKE MATTER, 
AND TO NOTIFY SENATOR CHARLES BROWN OF ACTION TAKEN BY THE COMMISSION 

35. (GREY LODGE REFUGE, PROPOSED OIL AND GAS LEASE, BUTTE COUNTY, DIVISION 
OF FISH AND GAME - W.O. 1125.) 

Ree alia
UPON MOTION DULY MADE AND UNANIMOUSLY CARRIED, A RESCLUTION WAS ADOPTED 
AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTIVE OFFICER TO CONSULT WITH THE DIVISION OF FISH ANDF. 1447 
GAME, AND, AFTER A FULL UNDERSTANDING AND CONCURRENCES, TO OFFER FOR PUBLIC minute, 
BID FOR A GAS LEASE THE 2, 541. 689 ACRES OF STATE LAND IN THE GREY LODGE 
REFUGE, BUTTE COUNTY, PURSUANT TO SECTION 6801 ET SEQ., AND PARTICULARLY IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH SECTIONS 6851 TO 6856 OF THE PUBLIC RESOURCES CODE. 

The Grey Lodge Refuge is now subject to gas drainage from a Honolulu 211 
Corporation well in Section 17, T./17 K., R. I L., E.D.M. This company and 
two other oil companies have asked for an opportunity to leass the area. 

By informal opinion in a similar case, Resistant Attorney General Wolfer L. 
Bowers, with respect to leasing of State land dedicated to a publis use (See 
$851-54 P.R.C. ), statede "In line with the general policy of the State to 
develop its natural resources and to protect its interests for the benefit
of the citizens of the State, and in view of the specific statutory enact-
ments sinoe the decision in Mokeil v. Kingsbury, it is my personal belief
that the State Lands Commission Is authorized, in accordance with the provi-
sions mentioned and the federal authority found in the Public Resources Code, 
to enter into a lease on behalf of the State for the production of oil and
gas or other mineral deposits on the lands hore involved, and that it is the 
only state agency having such authority. " 

38. (SALE OF VACANT FEDERAL LAND, OBTAINED THROUGH USE OF BASE, SCRIP APPLI-
CATION NO. 4734, SACRAMENTO LAND DISTRICT, SONCELA COUNTY, ALBERT E. OTTOBONI 
S.W.0. 5244.) An offer has been received from Mr. Ottoboni of Cloverdale, 
California, to purchase Lots 12 and 18 of Section 7, and Lots 4 and 5 of 
Section 18, I. 11 Me, R. B W., M.D.M., containing 141.56 acres in Sonoma 
County. This land may be obtained by the State from the Federal Government 
through use of base. The minimum price for sorip for this type of land has 
been not heretofore at $5.00 per ware cash. Mr. Ottobond has made an offer
of #707.80, or $5.90 per wore. 

The Assessor of Sonoma Comity has assessed contiguous land at $2.00 per more, 
thus indicating an appraised value of the land applied for of $4.00 per mere. 
An appraisal by the Commission's staff indicates that the offer as made is
adaquits. 
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